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TAKING THE NEXT STEP 
ON OUR JOURNEY TO FREEDOM!
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The National Federation of the Blind of Colorado

54th Annual State Convention

November 6 – 9, 2008
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

2886 South Circle Drive

 Colorado Springs, Colorado 80906

Ballroom One 
Scott C. LaBarre, President

2233 W. Shepperd Avenue

Littleton, CO 80120

303-778-1130

NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively in the effort of 
the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; 
to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.
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The National Federation of the Blind of Colorado

54th Annual State Convention

November 6 – 9, 2008
We would like to thank our Convention Sponsors:

TITANIUM SPONSOR
En-Vision America 
GOLD SPONSORS

LaBarre Law 

Worley Enterprises 

SILVER SPONSOR

Audio Information Network of Colorado (AINC)

Please note:  
There will be an exclusive session for sponsors and exhibitors on 
Friday morning from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.  On Saturday, exhibits will be open from 8:00 to 8:45 a.m. and from 2:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 




GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION

REGISTRATION:  

Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Ballroom One Entrance and

Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Ballroom One Entrance

Registration Fee:


$20.00

Friday Luncheon Ticket:

$20.00

Saturday Luncheon Ticket:
$20.00

Saturday Banquet:


$40.00

EXHIBITORS AND SPONSORS:

Exhibitors and Sponsors will be located in Foothills Hall.  
Please stop to visit our Convention Exhibitors: 
· AGA, LLC

· Audio Information Network of Colorado (Silver Sponsor)
· Beyond Sight 
· Blind Outdoor Adventures 

· C Different Foundation 

· Colorado Talking Book Library
· En-Vision America (Titanium Sponsor)

· LaBarre Law (Gold Sponsor)

· NFB of Colorado

· NFB of Denver Chapter 

· U.S. Department of Education 
· Worley Enterprises (Gold Sponsor) 
CHILDCARE INFORMATION:  

NFB Colorado Kids Corral is our NFB of Colorado childcare service.  Parents are responsible for providing lunch for their child(ren).  Although there is no charge for the Kids Corral, we ask that you register your children for the convention.  Registered children who are in childcare are eligible to win doorprizes if their names are called during convention session.   
The NFB Colorado Kids Corral childcare is under the direction of Michelle Chacon and Allison McQuillan.  Michelle can be reached on her cell phone 720-240-1074 or in convention session.  Allison can be reached on her cell phone 541-953-4900.  
Friday:  The Kids Corral will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Parents must provide meals for their children.  

Cimarron I
Saturday:  The Kids Corral will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 

5:15 p.m.  Parents must provide lunch for their children.  

Childcare will be re-open at 6:30 p.m. and close at 10:00 p.m. 

Cimarron I
Sunday:  The Kids Corral will be open from 8:30 a.m. to Noon.  

Cimarron I
DOG RELIEF AREA INFORMATION:
Dog Guide Coordinator, Diane McGeorge – Diane will be available throughout the convention.  She can be found in convention session.  Also please note general announcements regarding the dog relief area.   
CONVENTION AGENDA

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 6, 2008
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

NFB OF COLORADO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEETING 
Pikes Peak III and IV
This is an open NFBCO Board Meeting concentrating on leadership skills. A pizza buffet and cash bar will be available. Bring $10.00 for the pizza buffet.

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
GENERAL HOSPITALITY
Pikes Peak III and IV
Come socialize with your favorite Federationists. 

Cash bar available
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1223 Lake Plaza Drive, Suite D
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
info@WorleyEnterprises.biz
719-527-0488
FRIDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 7, 2008
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

REGISTRATION 



Ballroom One Entrance

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

EXHIBITORS
Open marketplace for convention sponsors and

exhibitors




Foothills Hall

Visit this year’s Convention Sponsors and Exhibitors and find out what is new in technology, products, and services.  Again we thank our Convention Sponsors:  Titanium Level Sponsor, En-Vision America; and Gold Level Sponsors, LaBarre Law and Worley Enterprises.   
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

NFB of COLORADO KIDS CORRAL 




Cimarron I (See childcare information above.)
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Scott C. LaBarre, Esq.
LaBarre Law Offices P.C.
1660 S Albion Ste. 918
Denver, CO 80222 - 4008
303 504-5979, voice
303 757-3640, fax
E-Mail:  slabarre@labarrelaw.com
We specialize in employment law, disability rights, Social Security appeals, estate planning, and business law.  Our offices are located one block east of Colorado Boulevard off Mexico Avenue. 

PLENARY SESSION I
Ballroom One

10:00 a.m. 
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING CEREMONIES




Scott LaBarre, President NFB Colorado




Kevan Worley, President NFB Colorado Springs
10:15 a.m. 
PROTECTING OUR INTERESTS UNDER THE 




GOLD DOME.




The Honorable State Representative Mike Merrifield, 



House District 18 Manitou Springs
10:30 a.m. 
MOVING ON UP: THE BLIND PARTICIPATE IN 




SPORT AND CHALLENGING ACTIVITIES
Mark Lucas, Executive Director USABA
Steve Rarey, Director, Blind Outdoor Adventures
Bruce Stoddard, CCB Student
10:55 a.m.
COLORADO COMMISSION FOR INDIVIDUALS 




WHO ARE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED: 




TAKING ITS FIRST STEPS
Commissioner Julia Zanon, Commissioner Julie Hunter, Commissioner Michelle Chacon, Commissioner Kevan Worley, Commissioner Dr. Ken Schmidt and Commissioner Scott LaBarre
11:25 a.m. 
MANAGING CRISIS: DVR FACES THE 





CHALLENGE

Nancy Smith, Director 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
Dr. Ken Schmidt, Director of Field Services
 


Colorado Department of Human Services,
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
11:50 a.m.
MEETING NEW CHALLENGES: A REPORT FROM 



THE COLORADO SCHOOL FOR 
THE DEAF AND BLIND



Lou Tutt, Principal of the Colorado School for the 




Deaf and Blind
12:05 p.m.
BREAK

12:15 p.m.
SUCCESS LUNCHEON I



Eric Woods, Master of Ceremonies, 
NFB of Colorado Board Member

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE
Julie Reiskin, Executive Director 
Colorado Cross Disability Coalition

OUR FUTURE IS HERE

2008 NFBCO Scholarship Winners 

Nijat Worley, University of Colorado

Buna Dahal, Regis University

Grant Fluhr, Colorado State University

Christopher Collins, University of Colorado

AN ADVOCATE FOR US IN WASHINGTON, DC

The Honorable United States Representative 
Douglas Lamborn 

1:30 p.m. 
ADJOURN

2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
MAKING SOCIAL SECURITY AND 




VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION WORK 



FOR YOU



Salon D and E

Moderator: Brent Batron, 
Second Vice President, NFB of Colorado

Featured Speakers: 

Social Security Representative:

Julie Taylor, Community Work Incentive Coordinator, 
Cerebral Palsy of Colorado
Parnell Diggs, Attorney at Law Specializing in Social 
Security
Julia Zanon, Rehabilitation Counselor 
Colorado Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Curtis Chong, Director of Field Operations and Access 
Technology, Iowa Department for the Blind
Julie Deden, Executive Director 
Colorado Center for the Blind

2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
TECHNOLOGY YOU CAN TAKE ANYWHERE



 Salon F and G

Jason Fayre, Adaptive Technology Specialist 
Colorado 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Chip Johnson, Technology Instructor 
Colorado Center for the Blind
Featured Speakers: 

James Gashel, Vice President, Business Development    
KNFB Reading Technology 

Curtis Chong, President NFB in Computer Science

Beyond Sight representative 

Jon Deden, NFB of Colorado Newsline Coordinator

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
OPEN MARKETPLACE (Continued)
Come see the latest and greatest in products and services for the blind from our convention sponsors and exhibitors.

5:00 p.m.

FREEDOM RECEPTION: COME CELEBRATE OUR 



FREEDOM WITH BOUNTIFUL HORS D’OEUVRES 



AND CASH BAR.




Pikes Peak Ballroom




We will hear important messages from our convention 



sponsors and exhibitors.
7:00 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE




Salon D and E




Brent Batron and Tom Anderson, Co-Chairs 

7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
HOSPITALITY—THE COLORADO SPRINGS WAY




Pikes Peak Ballroom

Enjoy a carnival, the CABS Idol contest sponsored by the Colorado Association of Blind Students, and general fellowship with your Federation friends. Cash bar available.  This carnival will feature several carnival booths where you can compete for prizes and other fun carnival activities.
SATURDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 8, 2008

8:00 a.m. - Noon 
  
REGISTRATION




Ballroom One entrance

8:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 
OPEN MARKETPLACE CONTINUED




Foothills Hall

8:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
KIDS CORRAL CHILDCARE 



Cimarron I  (See childcare information above.)
PLENARY SESSION II

Ballroom One
Brent Batron, Moderator 

Second Vice President, NFB of Colorado

8:45 a.m.

WELCOME AND CALL BACK TO ORDER

8:55 a.m. 
ACHIEVING FIRST CLASS CITIZENSHIP 





THROUGHOUT AMERICA: OUR NATIONAL 




REPORT
Parnell Diggs, member NFB Board of Directors,

President NFB South Carolina
9:25 a.m.

SPECULATING ON THE FUTURE: HOW YOUR 




WILDEST DREAMS ABOUT TECHNOLOGY FOR 



THE BLIND WILL COME TRUE. 

Curtis Chong, President NFB in Computer Science James Gashel, Vice President Business Development 
KNFB Reading Technology
9:50 a.m.

PROTESTING “BLINDNESS” THE MOVIE: HOW THE 


BLIND PUT ON THEIR OWN SHOW



Scott LaBarre, President, NFB of Colorado 
10:10 a.m.
NAC: WHY IT’S RELEVANT AGAIN



Diane McGeorge, President Emeritus

NFB of Colorado

10:30 a.m. 
TWENTY YEARS OF GREAT SUCCESS: A TRIBUTE 



TO THE COLORADO CENTER FOR THE BLIND



Julie Deden, Executive Director
Colorado Center for the Blind 

11:00 a.m.
WE ARE THE BRIDGE




Carrie Gilmer, President

National Organization of Parents of Blind Children
11:20 a.m.
MY BLINDNESS, MYSELF

In this panel, we will hear from three Federationists who will speak from the heart about how blindness has affected their lives and how the Federation has made a difference.

12:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. 

SUCCESS LUNCHEON II




Diane McGeorge, Mistress of Ceremonies





President Emeritus, NFB Colorado

EXPANDING OUR FRONTIERS: MORE INFORMATION ALL THE TIME
David Dawson, Executive Director

Audio Information Network of Colorado
PRODUCTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE:  A PRESENTATION FROM OUR TITANIUM SPONSOR

Chad Allen, En-Vision America, Inc. 
YOUR WORD IS WHO YOU ARE

Bob Adelmann, The Teacher’s Resource, Inc. 
2:00  p.m. - 4:45 p.m.


COLORADO ASSOCIATION OF BLIND 



STUDENTS

Salon F

Marty Rahn, President

2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 


COLORADO PARENTS OF BLIND CHILDREN
Salon G

Rene Harrell, President

2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 

COLORADO ASSOCIATION OF BLIND 



MERCHANTS





Salon E





Kevan Worley, President

2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 


COLORADO ORGANIZATION OF SENIOR 



BLIND

Salon D
Ray McGeorge, President

2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  


OPEN MARKETPLACE (Continued)


     


Foothills Hall 


SATURDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 8, 2008

6:00 p.m.

SOCIAL HOUR PRE-BANQUET RECEPTION




Ballroom One

Come join us for our pre-banquet social hour including a cash bar and opportunities to meet and greet Federationists from across the state.

7:00 p.m. 
ANNUAL BANQUET

Ballroom One

Kevan Worley, Master of Ceremonies

First Vice-President, NFB of Colorado

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  

Parnell Diggs, 
Member, NFB Board of Directors

President NFB of South Carolina

NFB COLORADO SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS

Eric Woods, Chairman

Committee on Scholarships

OTHER PRESENTATIONS AND AWARDS
 9:00 p.m. -  Midnight 

AFTER BANQUET BASH

Dance the night away with Loose Connections, a band specializing in golden oldies and classic rock and roll!

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9, 2008
PLENARY SESSION III

Ballroom One



Julie Deden, Moderator

Secretary, NFB of Colorado

9:00 a.m. 
WELCOME AND CALL BACK TO ORDER

9:05 a.m. 
PRESIDENTIAL REPORT AND TOWN HALL 




MEETING




Scott LaBarre, President NFB of Colorado 

9:45 a.m.

BUILDING OUR FUTURE: A REPORT FROM OUR 



NEW DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS



Chris Foster, Director of Community Relations

NFB of Colorado

10:00 a.m. 
ALL ABOUT BUSINESS: NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


REPORT, ELECTIONS, RESOLUTIONS, 





TREASURER’S REPORT, AND CHAPTER REPORTS
11:47 a.m. 
ADJOURN
Audio Information Network of Colorado





Stay Connected With local newspapers, magazines and consumer information with 


Audio Information Network of Colorado 


  (Formerly known as Radio Reading Service of the Rockies)





Audio info services & equipment provided at no cost to subscribers


AINC broadcasts 24 hours per day, 7 days per week


Spanish language programming provided


Variety of listening options available





To sign up for services call toll free 1-877-443-2005 


or 303-786-7777


     Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aincolorado.org" ��www.aincolorado.org�   Email: ainc@aincolorado.org
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