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	Round Table on Information Access
for People with Print Disabilities Inc.


Call for Papers
2010 Annual Conference

23-25 May 2010

Heritage Auckland, Auckland New Zealand

Think Globally, Act Locally!
What are we achieving in the global context which impacts on the lives of people with print disabilities locally?

How can we learn from local successes to improve information access globally?

For the first time, 2010 will see the Round Table's Annual Conference being held in Auckland, New Zealand.

Closing date for submission of Abstracts:

Friday 27th November 2009
Late Abstracts will only be considered if there are insufficient suitable abstracts received by the due date.

To receive this brochure in an alternative format please contact the Conference Convenor.
Conference Aims

Think Globally, Act Locally.
The Conference will explore the role of both global and local achievements and their impact on the lives of people with print disabilities.

· What are we achieving in the global context through international groups like the International Council on English Braille, the DAISY Consortium, the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions and the Global Library initiative?

· What local initiatives have been successful in our communities? How can these be expanded to other regions?

· What are the issues and opportunities for the print disability community in a world where publishing is moving beyond print?

· How are service organisations meeting the changing information access needs of individuals and diverse communities?

· How does access to information empower individuals to participate in society? Where are the biggest gaps in information access?

The theme will be explored through a mix of speakers, panel discussions and workshops.

Conference Theme

Think Globally, Act Locally
This phrase, our 2010 Conference Theme, is so relevant in the world of people who have a print disability in their attempts to access information. Where and how does the global picture really fit in their scenario? If there are global solutions, just how long do they take to filter to the people who need them most?

From the individual, to all the providers of information, to the myriad of service providers (community, education, health to name a few) linking the global initiatives to the local reality can be both challenging and exciting.

The presentations at the 2010 Round Table Annual Conference will provide a diverse range of thought provoking topics, delivery models and solutions to stimulate your discussions and question existing approaches.

To aid presenters in their subject choices, a few examples of possible topics specific to print disability are listed below. 

Educators: 

· how are global standards and solutions being implemented at a local level?

· what successes have you achieved in the classroom or online learning environments that could be shared with educators globally?

· what practical skills could you share in a workshop setting?

· how are you collaborating with colleagues across Australia, New Zealand and the world to develop better practice in accessible information provision?

Accessible format producers:

· what is being achieved through global projects like the DAISY Consortium and ICEB, and how do these affect local practice?

· how is adoption of Unified English Braille facilitating collaboration between Australia, New Zealand and other countries?

· how are technology trends changing accessible format production?

· what practical skills could you share in a workshop setting?

Libraries:

· where are the opportunities for collaboration between local, national and specialist print disability libraries?

· what is being achieved through IFLA and the Global Library project?

· what examples of good local practice can we learn from?

Publishers:

· with a growing international interest in e-books, online learning resources and other digital publishing, what are the opportunities for broadening publishing to meet the print-disabled market?

· how are new publishing technologies including readers who don’t access information visually?

· how is print-on-demand technology changing the large print market?

Submission of Abstracts

If you are interested in presenting at the 2010 Conference, please submit an abstract of approximately 150 words by Friday 27th November 2009.

Please email your abstract as a Microsoft Word or Text (.txt) attachment to:
Moira Clunie
Convenor, 2010 Round Table Conference Organising Committee
Email mclunie@rnzfb.org.nz
For those without email may post in a print copy, plus a Word or Text (.txt) file on disc to:
Moira Clunie
Convenor, 2010 Round Table Conference Organising Committee
Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind
Private Bag 99941
Newmarket, Auckland, New Zealand

Abstracts will be forwarded to the Round Table Conference Organising Committee for selection, and confirmed by the Round Table Executive Committee. Conference presentations must address print disability and preference will be given to those presentations which demonstrate incorporation of the Conference Theme.

You will be notified whether your presentation has been accepted and further details about guidelines for presentations will then be provided.

What to include in your Abstract

To assist the Committee in assessing your proposal for a presentation, please ensure that you address the following seven points as part of your abstract. Please refer to the last page for a template to assist your preparation.

1 Title of Presentation;
2 Name of presenter/s, (including organisational or corporate affiliations);
3 Contact details (address, telephone and email);
4 Key Objective/s of Presentation – up to 5 key points;
5 Outline of Presentation, no more than half a page;
6 Form of Presentation – lecture style, workshop, discussion, etc;
7 Length of Presentation – usually 15-20 minutes, plus 10 minutes for questions.

Presentations at the 2010 Conference

If accepted to present, your permission will be sought for your Abstract and final Presentation to be posted on the Round Table Web site.

All final presentations will need to be provided to the Organising Committee by Friday 9th April 2010, so alternative format transcriptions can be undertaken and ready for all participants in time for the Conference. Specific details will be provided to the successful presenters. 

For further Information

If you have any questions about the Call for Papers, or if you would like to discuss your ideas for a presentation, please contact:

Moira Clunie
Convenor, 2010 Round Table Annual Conference
Email mclunie@rnzfb.org.nz
Telephone Direct +64 9 355 6938

About Round Table

The Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc., was formed in 1981 by producers and users of audio, braille, large print and other materials in accessible formats.

Round Table’s Objectives are:

· Fostering a spirit of cooperation and resource sharing among members.

· Setting standards and improving the range and accessibility of materials produced.

· Providing for consultation and/or action on matters of common concern.

· Representing the collective views of members to appropriate bodies.

· Fostering consumer consultation.

Since inception Round Table has established national standards for transcription of print material into a range of accessible formats, and it has been a vehicle for negotiation with Government, and other industry bodies, on matters such as copyright, subsidies and production standards.

The Australian Braille Authority (ABA), is a sub-committee of the Round Table, and is an active and energetic leader and participant in both national and international issues, including; Unified English Braille, copyright, literacy and the promotion of Braille.

Round Table now comprises over 30 organisation members in Australia and New Zealand, representing major producers, distributors, educational institutions, libraries and consumer groups.

Visit Round Table at www.e-bility.com.au/roundtable/.

This is Auckland. Visit us at www.aucklandnz.com.
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