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NFBF-Parents 

National Federation of the Blind of Florida

Parents of Blind Children
  
      


Blind Parents of Sighted Children

Braille is Beautiful!
Braille Readers are Leaders

Convention highlights include:
· Dr. Ruby Ryles, Louisiana Tech, LA Center for the Blind – Braille, testing

· Jennifer Dunnam, BLIND,Inc – Braille, Nemeth, music Braille, Buddy Camp

· Dr. Sandra Lewis, FSU

· Suzanne Dalton, FL Instructional Materials

· Bascom Palmer Eye

· Panel of Braille readers
· Technology

· “Cooking without Looking”

· Braille Book Swap

· Recognition and prizes for “Braille Readers are Leaders” contestants
· White Cane Walk

· Information on summer programs

· Family Connections: Time to mix and mingle with other families, educators, and others who are blind and visually impaired

· Door prizes and raffles

· Auction

· Banquet 

· And much more!

Kids Convention – Ages 1 through 12. It only guaranteed and the cost covered with pre-registration for the Parents’ Seminars. There will be many planned activities for the children. The charge will be $25 at convention if there is room for additional children.

Teen Time – A hang-out room for our teens (13 and up). There will be many events they will want to attend, and some gatherings just for them. This room will not be staffed, but adults will look in on them from time to time.
HOTEL AND CONVENTION REGISTRATION
Register by May 1 to take advantage of lower prices!

Embassy Suites Boca Raton
661 NW 53rd Street
Boca Raton, FL
561-994-8200
May 22-25 

Be sure to ask for NFB rate of $95 plus tax ($105.93). This includes a full breakfast for each person in your room. You must make your own room reservations even if you are awarded a scholarship.
In order to get this great rate, the person making your reservation must also register for the general convention ($10). Pre-registration for the general convention and the banquet can be found at www.nfbflorida.org.  All registrations and the banquet do cost more at the door.
*******************************************************************************
Pre-registration for Parents’ Seminars
This is separate from the registration for state convention. Pre-registration is a must if you have a child attending Kids Convention and Teen Time. Pre-registration for the Parents’ Seminars includes childcare. Go to www.nfbflorida.org/parents or complete the enclosed form.
Scholarships – Members who are registered by May 1 will receive priority on these funds. Please indicate on the registration form if you would like assistance. If you are able to help another family attend, your gift would be most appreciated!
Membership is $10 per person (or $20 per family) and includes membership to the National Organization of Parents of Blind Children. Include it with your seminar registration or send a check to NFBF-Parents, 8468 SW 18th Avenue, Stuart, FL 34997. 
Agenda The agendas will be posted at www.nfbflorida.org/parents as soon as they are complete.
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Thank you!
The NFBF-Parents of Blind Children wishes to thank everyone who helped to make last year’s convention a success and those who have provided support through this year. They include:

Ai Squared

All American Gymnastics

Ameripath Dermatology

American Foundation f/t Blind

Brackett Family

Braille International

Chick-Fil-A

Davids Family

Division of Blind Services

Enabling Technologies

FL Instruct’l Materials Center

Greater Daytona Beach chapter

Guerilla Technology

Hall Family

Marten Family

Martinis Family

NFBF Merchants Division

National Braille Press

NFB Imagination Grant

Newsline

NOPBC

Papa John’s Pizza

Pellicer Family

Seedlings Braille Books

VIEW International

Woodward family
Sponsors and Donors!
Several people have asked how they can help. Here are some ideas:

__ Sponsor or find sponsors for various convention events 

__ Collect donations for door prizes and the auction such as 
restaurant, gas, and store gift cards; crafts, games, or activities 
for the kids; cash; food for the children and teens, etc.

__ Do you have another suggestion? 

We can provide sponsors and donors with tax receipts!
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Helpful Websites
For tactile science and math adaptations, check out www.MDWEducationalServices.com 

Looking for Braille books? Check out www.sharebraille.org, 

www.seedlings.org, and www.nbp.org 

Need help to purchase technology? www.blindcitizens.org/assistive_tech.htm 

Looking for some computer games? www.7128.com 

NFB Newsline – now has links to TV listings in addition to over 250 local and national newspapers.  These are provided free to those who cannot read regular print. You can get more information at www.nfbnewsline.org.  Or call 1-800-603-8578 to subscribe.
Pop Up IEP – http://www.unco.edu/ncssd/bvi/index.html
This is a great resource for some of those IEP questions we may run into.  The National Organization of Parents of Blind Children wrote this for the National Center for Low-Incidence Disabilities.

List Serv –We’d love to have you join our listserv at 

NFBF-parents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and give a brief introduction. This is a great place to share information, questions, and stay in touch with one another. 

National Convention – July 3-8 in Detroit, MI. Please join our team for the “March for Independence” to be held at national convention this summer. Go to http://www.marchforindependence.org and join the “Florida Parents of Blind Children” team. Even if you can’t physically join us, you can be a virtual marcher and help gain donations. These funds come back to us to help with state convention and scholarships.

Extreme Makeover Home Edition has been in Florida rebuilding for a family in Tallahassee! EMHE called NFBF-Parents for suggestions for the daughter who is blind. We gave them a wish list of a girl’s dreams, and some “please don’ts” as well. The episode should air toward the end of March or beginning of April. We can’t wait to see the final result, and to see if they listened to our suggestions. Congrats to the Kadzis family!

	SUMMER OPPORTUNIES
FL Lion’s Camps  www.lionscampfl.org or 863-696-1948
BLIND, Inc. www.blindinc.org 

Louisiana Center for the Blind www.lcb-ruston.com 

Colorado Center for the Blind www.cocenter.org 

Youth Slam (high school) www.blindscience.org/ncbys/youth_slam.asp
National Convention www.nfb.org (July 3-8) At least one convention 
attendee with a blind child will receive the opportunity to attend


National (up to $1000 of the cost!)         



Career Opportunity – Have you, or anyone you know, ever thought of becoming a Teacher of the Visually Impaired?  As you know, there is a severe shortage of qualified teachers for our blind and visually impaired kids.  Florida State University has satellite programs to help make that possible.  Locations are in St. Petersburg, FL, southeast FL, and Atlanta, GA.  Contact Sandra Lewis at 850-644-8409 or lewis@coe.fsu.edu.  Contact Dr. Amy McKenzie at 850-645-6588 or mckenzie@coe.fsu.edu.

Braille is Beautiful!
Braille Readers are Leaders!
Is your child a Braille reader? Are you? Do you know competent Braille readers who are leaders? Make your plans now to attend the FL State Convention in Boca Raton, May 22-25, 2009, where our focus will be on Braille literacy!

Why should families and educators attend convention? 
To quote one mom, “…by being around all the blind adults, she (the daughter) could see that the blind are the same as the sighted in the way they lead their lives. Blind people just go about doing things in a different way. 
And above all, it’s OK to be blind!”
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FREE MATTER FOR BLIND & HANDICAPPED





Congratulations to all our graduates!!
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