4

NOPBC
National Organization of Parents of Blind Children 

presents
  THE FUTURE IS OURS…








and THEIRS!
A Conference for Parents, Teachers, and  
Rehabilitation Professionals 

July 3 - 8, 2009

Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center

 Detroit, MI

Friday’s activities also sponsored by

National Association of Blind Rehabilitation Professionals 
National Blindness Professional Certification Board 

Professional Development & Research Institute on Blindness 

WELCOME TO THE NOPBC 2009 CONFERENCE!

 * Insider Information *
National Convention is a very busy time!  Here are a few tips we hope will help you take advantage of the many opportunities available to you this week.  

· On Seminar Day (Fri., July 3), adults, children, and teens start the morning together at “The Future Is Ours…and Theirs!” Seminar.  At 10:15, children will be taken to the Braille Carnival and teens will depart for Youth Track activities.  Parents and children will rejoin at lunch time.  In the afternoon, there are concurrent workshops for all groups—parents, children, and teens.  

· Convention activities will be held either in the Renaissance Marriott or across the way in the Courtyard Marriott (Courtyard rooms are noted in the agenda).

· Events will be going on all week for adults, children, and teens.  Special activities for parents, children, and teens are listed in this agenda—for example, our NOPBC workshops for children ages 5 and up, the Youth Track for those 14 – 18, and a Teen Drop-In Room.  

· Other activities that you and your child may be interested in are listed in the NFB Convention agenda.  Please register for both the NOPBC Conference and the NFB Convention so that you will be aware of all that is going on. Often many activities are going on at the same time and you and your children will have to make choices!  

· Child care is provided by NFB Camp for children ages 6 weeks to 10 years who have registered with Camp.  NFB Camp is open during division meetings, Convention sessions, and the Banquet.  The NFB Camp schedule appears on the last page of this agenda.  Please drop off and pick up your child on time!

· You won’t want to miss all the NOPBC activities—listed in this agenda starting on the next page—and the many other fun, educational, and inspirational NFB Convention events listed in the Convention agenda, such as: 

· NFB Convention sessions Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday

· The March for Independence, Karaoke Night, the Mock Trial, the Talent Show, a dance, a play written and performed by blind people, open houses of our blindness skills training centers, technology demonstrations

· Meetings of divisions such as Blind Students, Sports and Recreation, Performing Arts, Writers, Blind Educators, Blind Office Professionals, Blind Lawyers, Computer Science, Employment, Legislation, Guide Dog Users, Agriculture and Equestrian, Car Lovers 

· Our incomparable Exhibit Hall

THE FUTURE IS OURS…and THEIRS!
A Seminar for Parents, Teachers, and Rehabilitation Professionals 

Friday, July 3, 2009
Ambassador One Ballroom, Level 3

7:30 am
REGISTRATION
9:00 am
WELCOME


Carol Castellano, President, NOPBC



Dr. Eddie Bell, Director, Professional Development and 



Research Institute on Blindness, Louisiana Tech University
9:10
am
KIDS TALK


Dr. Marc Maurer, President, National Federation of the Blind 

9:30 am
ENCOURAGING INDEPENDENCE


June Maurer, Mother of Dr. Marc Maurer

9:45 am
YOUTH PANEL: THE FUTURE IS OURS!
10:15 am
BREAK FOR BRAILLE CARNIVAL & YOUTH TRACK 


Children ages 5-13 are escorted to the Braille Carnival 



Ambassador Two Ballroom, Level 3


Youth ages 14-18 depart for the NFB Youth Track




Cascade B, Courtyard Marriott
10:45 am
BRIDGING THE GAP: PARENTS, PROFESSIONALS, 


AND THE ORGANIZED BLIND 


Dr. Fredric K. Schroeder, Research Professor, San Diego 


State University

11:15 am
TRAINING IN THE SKILLS OF BLINDNESS: 


CRADLE TO CAREER


Julie Deden, Exec. Director, Colorado Center for the Blind 
11:30 am
RAISING THE BAR: A FUTURE OF LITERACY 


FOR OUR KIDS


Jessica Bachicha, Project Coordinator, Affiliate Action, NFB
11:45 am
ACHIEVING INFORMED CHOICE IN THE IEP AND IPE 


Dr. Joanne Wilson, Director, Affiliate Action, NFB

12:00 – 1:45 pm
LUNCH

Friday, July 3, 2009 continued

2:00 - 5:00 pm
NOPBC TRIP TO PENRICKTON CENTER


Parents of children with significant multiple disabilities can 


visit this center which uses the Active Learning techniques of 

Dr. Lilli Nielsen.  Meeting place to be announced.
2:00 - 3:30 pm
NOPBC CONCURRENT SESSIONS for PARENTS

(Workshops for Children and Youth are listed on p. 5)

One-Two Buckle My Shoe, Three-Four Out the Door


Cascade A Ballroom, Courtyard Marriott


Developmental timelines from preschool through elementary. 
Instructors: Debbi Head, Brandy Wojcik

Show Me the Technology: Middle School/High School


Renoir Room, Level 4


What is needed, how to work with the school to get it, and what to 
do when all else fails.  Instructors: Dr. Matt Maurer, Al Lovati

Literacy for All

Skyline B Room, Courtyard Marriott
Large print? Braille? Both? How to tell what is best for your child.  Instructors: Gail Wagner, Vickie Chapman Buchignani
Great Expectations: Mobility Instruction and Blind Children with Additional Disabilities

Skyline A Room, Courtyard Marriott
High expectations, real life goals, and how to achieve them in the area of independent travel.  Instructor: Denise Mackenstadt
3:30 - 4:50 pm
NOPBC CONCURRENT SESSIONS for PARENTS

Access for Everyone

Skyline A Room, Courtyard Marriott
Learn how blind and low vision children of all abilities can access education and information in school and in the world.  Instructor: Dr. Denise Robinson
Friday, July 3, 2009 continued

Braille Music for Dummies


Skyline B Room, Courtyard Marriott


Just enough to stay one step ahead of the kids.  Instructors: Jennifer Dunnam, Kyle Conley

Spaghetti, Meatballs, and Birthday Parties


Cascade A Ballroom, Courtyard Marriott

Manners, cafeterias, games, playgrounds, and friends (pre-K and 
elementary).  Instructors: Debbi Head, Emily Gibbs

Bring Me to the Mall—Text Me Later


Renoir Room, Level 4


Manners, food courts, and friends (middle and high school).  
Instructors: Eric Guillory, Deja Powell
2:00 - 5:00 pm   NOPBC SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 


(Note: Volunteers will accompany children between workshops) 

Not So Mad Scientists: Hands-On Chemistry Experiments

Cascade D, Courtyard Marriott


Instructors: Dr. Andrew Greenberg, Cary Supalo, Dr. Lillian Rankel, 
Marilyn Winograd


2:00 – 3:30 pm—For Kindergarten through Grade 5


3:30 – 5:00 pm—For Grades 6 through 12


Tactile Drawings and Representations

Cascade C, Courtyard Marriott


Instructors: Ann Cunningham, Debbie Kent Stein

2:00 – 3:30 pm—For Grades 6 through 12


3:30 – 5:00 pm—For Kindergarten through Grade 5

NFB YOUTH TRACK SESSIONS (ages 14-18)

Cascade B, Courtyard Marriott

 2:00 - 3:30 pm
Back & Biceps, Chest & Triceps

 3:30 - 5:00 pm
Me and Youtube
Friday, July 3, 2009 continued
2:00 - 3:30 pm CONCURRENT SESSIONS FOR PROFESSIONALS (Note: Parents are invited to attend these meetings) 

A Framework for Ethics in our Personal and Professional Lives 


DaVinci Room
Presenter: Dr. David Ticchi


Structured Discovery in Utah: Challenges and Progress

Raphael Room
Presenters: Deja Powell, Laura Ozios

Quiet Cars: Issues, Concerns, and Solutions. 

Nicolet B
   Presenters: Gary Wunder, Barbara Pierce

3:30 - 4:50 pm CONCURRENT SESSIONS FOR PROFESSIONALS

(Note: Parents are invited to attend these meetings) 

The Need for Professional Credentialing: NCLB and NOMC 
Certifications

DaVinci Room
Presenters: Amber Holladay, Jeff Altman  


Teaching Structured Discovery Techniques: Opportunities and 
Challenges at the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind 
and Vision Impaired

Raphael Room
Presenters: Melody Lindsey, Maurice Peret, Jennifer Kennedy


Valuable Services for Professionals: BookShare for the Blind 


Nicolet B 
   Presenter: Allison Hilliker 

5:00 - 6:30 pm
MIX AND MINGLE RECEPTION FOR PARENTS 
AND REHAB PROFESSIONALS 


Ambassador Three Ballroom, Level 3

7:30 - 10:00 pm
NOPBC FAMILY HOSPITALITY

Cascade D, Courtyard Marriott


Drop in, relax, and chat in an informal atmosphere. 
SATURDAY, JULY 4

REGISTER for the NFB Convention & check the agenda for interesting meetings and activities

VISIT the Exhibit Hall

9:00 – 10:30 am  CANE WALK SESSION I 
10:30 – noon
   CANE WALK SESSION II


Cascade B, Courtyard Marriott—both sessions

Learn and experience the Discovery Method of travel.  Parents, 
children (all ages), siblings welcome.  Instructor: Jeff Altman 

9:00 – noon
CANE CRAWL/TODDLE (parents & kids ages 0 – 3) 

Cascade A, Courtyard Marriott

Instructors guide blind children and parents in active movement.  
Instructors: Dr. Denise Robinson, Debbi Head, Brandy Wojcik
12:00 – 1:45 pm
TEEN DROP-IN ROOM OPEN


Call Kim Cunningham at 713-501-9659 for Teen Room location
2:00 - 5:00 pm  NOPBC SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN and YOUTH  


(Note: Volunteers will accompany children between workshops) 


Braille Beats


Cascade D, Courtyard Marriott


Kids get into Braille music in a fun way.  Instructor: Kyle Conley


2:00 – 3:30 pm--For Kindergarten through Grade 5


3:30 – 5:00 pm—For Grades 6 through 12


You Want to Move It, Move It

Cascade A, Courtyard Marriott

A blind judo expert and friends get the kids moving!  Instructors: 
Lisamaria Martinez and Stacy Cervenka

2:00 – 3:30 pm—For Grades 6 through 12


3:30 – 5:00 pm—For Kindergarten through Grade 5
CHECK the NFB agenda for the Mock Trial, the Students Meeting, and other meetings and activities of interest.
SUNDAY, JULY 5

CHECK the NFB agenda for additional meetings & activities of interest

11:00 – 12:45
TEEN DROP-IN ROOM OPEN

Call Kim Cunningham at 713-501-9659 for Teen Room location
11:45 am - 12:45 pm NFB YOUTH TRACK—THE DIVISION FOR ME 

Greco Room, Level 4


A meet-and-greet with NFB division representatives for youth ages 

14 – 18. Co-sponsored by NOPBC and the NFB Jernigan Institute.

12:45 - 4:30 pm
MIDDLE SCHOOL BIG ADVENTURE! (ages 9-14)

Meet at back of Cascade A and B, Courtyard Marriott


Hang out as a group and have fun exploring with blind mentors.  
Coordinators: Michael Freholm and Garrick Scott
1:00 - 3:00 pm
     NOPBC ANNUAL MEETING: DREAMS COME TRUE 


Cascade A and B, Courtyard Marriott


Carol Castellano, President
3:00 – 4:30 pm

NOPBC PARENT POWER WORKSHOP

Cascade A and B, Courtyard Marriott


Parent leaders from around the country share their experiences.  
Moderator: Barbara Mathews
5:00 - 7:00 pm

BRAILLE BOOK FLEA MARKET 


Ambassador Three Ballroom, Level 3


Happy Birthday, Louis Braille! Tons of Braille and print/Braille books!  
Books shipped free by UPS volunteers.  Donations requested for the 
Braille Readers Are Leaders program. Cake and snacks for browsers.  
Cosponsored by NOPBC and NAPUB.  Coordinator: Peggy Chong
7:15 – 10:00 pm  TEEN DROP-IN ROOM OPEN

Call Kim Cunningham at 713-501-9659 for Teen Room location
7:30 - 9:00 pm
  DADS’ NIGHT OUT

Contact Brad Weatherd at 307-321-7810 for location


All dads, sighted and blind, are welcome at this NOPBC event.  

8:00 - 9:30 pm
  MAKING BRAILLE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

Ambassador Three Ballroom, Level 3


Make Braille books at home that will inspire your child to read and 
explore.  Instructors: Carlton Walker, Krystal Guillory
MONDAY, JULY 6

7:00 am MARCH FOR INDEPENDENCE—A WALK FOR OPPORTUNITY

Meet at the Wintergarden entrance on Atwater Street.

Join our 5K walk-a-thon celebration demonstrating the independent 
spirit of the nation's organized blind, their friends, family, and 
supporters
9:30 – noon 
NFB CONVENTION SESSION 

Renaissance Ballroom, Level 4

12:15 – 1:45 pm
TEEN DROP-IN ROOM OPEN


Call Kim Cunningham at 713-501-9659 for Teen Room location
2:00 - 5:00 pm
NFB CONVENTION SESSION

Renaissance Ballroom, Level 4

7:00 - 8:30 pm NOPBC CONCURRENT SESSIONS FOR PARENTS


IEPs: Evals, Goals, Strategies, the Law

Cascade A, Courtyard Marriott

Instructor: Carlton Walker


The Science of Getting in on Science


Cascade B, Courtyard Marriott

Instructors: Dr. Lillian Rankel, Marilyn Winograd


Mental Mapping: Using Environmental Sounds and Clues


Cascade C, Courtyard Marriott

Instructor: Daniel Kish

7:00 - 10:00 pm
A UNIVERSALLY FUN TIME (ages 5-13)


Cascade D, Courtyard Marriott


Kids explore the universe with astronomer Noreen Grice.  Drop in 
session.
More Monday workshops listed on next page

Monday, July 6, 2009 continued

7:30 - 8:30 pm
NFB YOUTH TRACK (ages 14-18)


Me and the Gossip Girls 


Greco Room, Level 4


Girls—bring your questions and thoughts about makeup, dating, or


 just how to get more involved in your school.  


Me and the Guys 


Renoir Room, Level 4



Guys—talk about cars, dating, school, or how to nail that perfect 
job to make a little extra money.  

8:30 - 10:00 pm NOPBC CONCURRENT SESSIONS FOR PARENTS


Pro to Pro to Parent to Para—Learn How Your Child’s “Team” 
Can Work Together

Cascade A, Courtyard Marriott

Instructors: Dr. Denise Robinson, Gail Wagner


Taking the Headaches Out of Adapting in Math


Cascade B, Courtyard Marriott



Instructors: Eric and Krystal Guillory

Summer Jobs, Vocational Rehabilitation, and Volunteering


Cascade C, Courtyard Marriott

Instructor: Jan Bailey
TUESDAY, JULY 7

7:00 am
NOPBC BOARD MEETING

Location to be announced
9:00 – noon
NFB CONVENTION SESSION

Renaissance Ballroom, Level 4
12:15 – 1:45 pm
TEEN DROP-IN ROOM OPEN


Call Kim Cunningham at 713-501-9659 for Teen Room location
2:00 - 5:00 pm
NFB CONVENTION SESSION

Renaissance Ballroom, Level 4

6:00 – 10:00 pm
NFB YOUTH TRACK (ages 14-18)

“It Wasn’t Me” Murder Mystery 

Mackinac East Ballroom, Level 5


Come play along as one of the guests at a local dance club.  No 
one is free from suspicion as private investigators try to solve 

a mysterious murder.  

6:30 - 9:30 pm
NOPBC KIDS ACTIVITY (ages 5-13)

Cascade C, Courtyard Marriott


Staying in touch with Convention friends.  Coordinator: Michael 
Freholm
7:00 – 10:00 pm
Exhibit Hall open 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8

9:00 – noon 
NFB CONVENTION SESSION 

Renaissance Ballroom, Level 4
12:15 – 1:45 pm
TEEN DROP-IN ROOM OPEN


Call Kim Cunningham at 713-501-9659 for Teen Room location
2:00 - 5:00 pm
NFB CONVENTION SESSION

Renaissance Ballroom, Level 4

7:00 pm
BANQUET

Renaissance Ballroom, Level 4

NOTES…
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NFB CAMP SCHEDULE
For children 6 weeks to 10 years.  Child must be registered with Camp.
Fri., July 3


8:30 am - 12:30 




1:30 - 5:30 pm

Sat., July 4

Closed
Sun., July 5

8:30 am - 12:30 pm 




1:00 - 5:30 pm
Mon., July 6

9:00 am - 12:30 pm 




1:30 - 5:30 pm
Tues., July 7

8:30 am - 12:30 pm 




1:30 - 5:30 pm

         Wed., July 8
8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

1:30 - 5:30 pm

      Banquet 
6:30 pm to 30 minutes after closing 

TEEN ROOM SCHEDULE
Call Kim Cunningham at 713-501-9659 for Teen Room location.
Sat., July 4

12:00 - 1:45 pm 

Sun., July 5

11:00 am - 12:45 pm 





7:15 - 10:00 pm 

Mon., July 6

12:15 - 1:45 pm 

Tues., July 7

12:15 – 1:45 pm 

Wed., July 8

12:15 - 1:45 pm 

NFB YOUTH TRACK SCHEDULE
For youth ages 14 – 18.

Fri., July 3


9:00 am – noon






2:00 – 5:00 pm


Sun., July 5

11:45 am – 12:45 pm


Mon., July 6

7:30 – 8:30 pm


Tues., July 7

6:00 – 10:00 pm
