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 ALERT !!!         ALERT !!!         ALERT !!!

ATTENTION PARENTS OF BLIND/VI CHILDREN

Devastating cuts are about to be made

to the EDUCATION of BLIND/VI CHILDREN in our state
GOV. CHRISTIE HAS ACCEPTED A PROPOSAL TO 
ELIMINATE 20 TEACHERS of the BLIND 

This is 33% of the teaching staff at the Commission for the Blind! 
This is the ONLY cut proposed for the Commission 
and it is ALL from children’s services
The blind/VI children of NJ have already sustained cut after cut:

· Services to babies

· O&M

· Life skills

· Career awareness

· Phys Ed specialist

· Camp Marcella

· Vision screenings

· And now this?????


WE MUST SPEAK OUT AGAINST THESE CUTS!

Here are the facts:

· No. of children directly affected by the cut: 608
· Braille learners: 63  

· Babies: 21 

· Preschoolers: 52 

· Multiple disabilities: 292      

· Schools directly affected: 276
· Average years experience of affected teachers: 19 
· Not enough teachers will be left to fulfill this core service
· Total children affected: 2400+
If the Commission has a plan as to how they will provide education services               to these children with 33% fewer teachers, they have not told us.
We fear that their plan is to completely drop services
 to blind/VI children with additional disabilities.  Even if they drop these children, 
there will not be enough teachers left to teach the remaining children.
EDUCATION SERVICES FOR ALL BLIND/VI CHILDREN WILL BE CUT.
WHAT YOU CAN DO
Tell your child’s story.  Tell the numbers affected.  Tell them to protect our kids.

Ask our legislators not to allow these cuts.

Email, write, call, visit:

· The chairs of the State Senate and Assembly Appropriations Committees (info below)
· Your 3 local legislators (your State Senator and your 2 Members of the Assembly); find their names and addresses at http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/legsearch.asp 

· The Governor and the Department of Human Services Commissioner Jennifer Velez

· The newspapers

Format for email: 
State Senator: senLASTNAME@njleg.org  
Assemblyman: asmLASTNAME@njleg.org 

Assemblywoman: aswLASTNAME@njleg.org 
 


Senator Paul A. Sarlo
207 Hackensack St. 2nd fl.
Wood-Ridge, NJ  07075
201- 804-8118 
Sensarlo@njleg.org

Assemblyman Louis Greenwald
1101 Laurel Oak Road, Suite 150
Voorhees, NJ  08043
856-435-1247

Asmgreenwald@njleg.org
Sample message:  

My name is ____ and I am writing to ask you to please help save critical education services for NJ's blind children.  The upcoming budget calls for eliminating 33% of the Teachers of the Blind from the staff of the NJ Commission for the Blind.  These are the specially trained teachers who teach Braille and other specialized skills to blind and visually impaired children.  This cut will have a direct and devastating impact on the education of all blind children in our state.  TELL THE NUMBERS OF CHILDREN THAT WILL BE AFFECTED & USE OTHER DETAILS ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE.

BRIEFLY TELL ABOUT YOUR CHILD and the services he/she has received from the Commission.  Perhaps enclose/insert a photo of your child.  

Blind children will directly suffer from this proposed cut.  Teachers of the Blind and Visually Impaired (TVIs) are the only teachers qualified to teach our children Braille and the many other specialized and necessary skills that enable blind and visually impaired children to become successful, independent adults.  All children need and deserve a complete education to prepare them for college, joining the workforce, and contributing to society.  Our blind children can only accomplish that with guidance from a trained, competent TVI.  Blind children with multiple disabilities are among the most vulnerable, and they, too, need and deserve these critical education services.  
At the current staffing levels it is already difficult for the existing TVIs to meet the needs of their too-large caseloads.  Reducing the number of teachers will make the situation intolerable.  

Please do not allow this cut to the education of blind children.

Sincerely,

Your Name & Contact Info

For further info, contact POBC-NJ President Carol Castellano, carol_castellano@verizon.net or 973-377-0976.
Please let us know if you have written or called and if you receive a response.
