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AGENDA
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND 

OF ILLINOIS 

Annual Convention 
October 8 – 10, 2010

President Abraham Lincoln Hotel And Conference Center

701 East Adams

Springfield, Illinois 62701

(217) 544-8800
Members of NFBI wish to thank the following donors for their generous gifts: 

Mr. Harold W. Knapheide III, in honor of his mother, the late Mary McDill Knapheide


The National Federation of the Blind Imagination Fund


Richard Lansden, trustee, The Leona Stanford Vollintine Charitable Trust


J. Milton Harris/Alice Chenault Foundation


The Aileen S. Andrew Foundation


Walter M. Florie Jr., Board Member, Earl B. and Loraine H. Miller Foundation


Elick and Charlotte Lindon Foundation

Announcements you wish to be made from the convention floor during sessions MUST be submitted to the information desk at the rear of the convention hall.  Roberta Reif is coordinating our information desk this year. 

If you wish to reach President Patti Gregory-Chang during sessions, please convey your requests to the information desk.

Braille, print, and recorded literature is available at tables in the convention hall.  Please take all you can carry and distribute our positive message of blindness far and wide!

Smoking is not permitted in convention sessions.

National Federation of the Blind of Illinois

Patti S. Gregory-Chang, President

6919 W. Berwyn Ave.

Chicago, IL 60656

(773) 307-6440

NFB of Illinois web site:  www.nfbofillinois.org
Horizons for the Blind
Look what’s new from Horizons!
Directions for Me!™ Horizons is proud to introduce a new concept in internet based services, called Directions for Me. This site makes packaging information for most grocery/drug store products available in an accessible online format for people who are blind or visually impaired. Directions provides the packaging information you’ve been missing - cooking instructions, ingredients, nutrition facts, allergy warnings and more. Take a look!  Visit www.directionsforme.org
Horizons for the Blind is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for people who are blind or visually impaired. We transcribe billing statements, restaurant menus, hotel guides and user manuals in Braille, large print and audio formats. 
We also offer a catalog of over 400 items, including cookbooks, books on crafts and gardening, easy reading books and more. Call us for a free Braille or large print catalog and a complimentary copy of our monthly magazine, Seeing It Our Way or check out our website.  
	Horizons for the Blind
2 North Williams St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
	www.horizons-blind.org
1-815-444-8800


Hotel Layout:

This year’s state convention of the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois is being held at the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel And Conference Center, 701 East Adams St., Springfield, Illinois on October 8-10.

There are two main doors to this hotel.  The 7th Street door is an automatic sliding glass door.   The Adams street door is not automatic.  The hotel postal address main entrance is on Adams.  The main lobby door is off  7th Street at the corner of 7th and Adams. Any transportation is likely to drop off on 7th.  The hotel is bordered by Adams Street on the south, 7th Street on the west, the Springfield Convention Center on the east (this is where 8th Street would be, but it doesn’t go through this block), and Washington Street on the north. As you enter the hotel’s doors on Adams Street, you will be in the main lobby. There is a marble floor that runs the length of the hotel from west to east.

As you enter the main lobby from 7th, the check-in desk will be on the left. Across from the check-in desk will be a carpeted lounge area with chairs and couches. The NFBI’s information/sales table will be located here.  There is a marble hallway running east to west down the length of the hotel which begins at the doors on 7th and ends at the restaurant.  This hall runs between the lobby desk and the lounge area at its inception.  

As you continue down the marble walkway, about 3/4ths of the way down, you will find an intersection, marked by a round table on a small round rug.   You may find the rug before the table depending upon your cane angle.  To get to the bank of three elevators, turn left (north) at the table. If you were to turn right, you would be headed out another door leading onto Adams Street. On the inside and to the right of this door are stairs leading to the second floor meeting rooms. 

To get to the Floreale room,  which will be the room for Kids’ Camp and Hospitality, walk past the round table heading east and it will be on your left. If you continue straight east from the round table, the Globe Tavern will be on your right.  It  is open at 11:00 a.m. If you continue walking straight east down the hallway from the table, you will come to Lindsay’s Restaurant, which is open for breakfast from 6:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m., lunch, 11:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. and dinner,  from 5:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.  

The general sessions will be in the Presidential Ballroom. To get there, turn left (north) at the round table, go past the elevators,  and continue walking north. You will come to some carpeting. Continue straight, and you will come to the doors of the main ballroom. If you are getting off the elevators, turn right, and walk to the carpet, and then to the doors of the ballroom.

The carpeted area outside of the ballroom, which runs parallel to the marble hallway, is the pre-function area. This is where registration will take place.   

To find the restrooms from the ballroom,  come out of the ballroom into the pre-function area. Make an immediate left, and walk down a short hallway. There will be steps going down off to your right.  They go to the pool and fitness areas on the Concourse Level.  As you continue walking, turn right at the second doorway on your right. The women’s restroom will be on your left, and the men’s restroom will be on your right.  

The NFBI will also use the Governor Yates Suite, which is where the break-out sessions will be held. This room is on the second floor of the hotel. Take the elevator to the second floor, make a left, heading south, and after the last elevator, turn left again, heading east. Immediately after you turn, there will be a set of restrooms on your right. Women’s on the left, and men’s on the right. The Yates Suite is the last room on the right.

The hotel has a pool and a health club.  You can find this area on the Concourse, which is level C, on the elevators. You will need to use your room key to access the rooms in this area. To get to this area, turn right off the elevator, and right again. Follow the hallway to the first opening on your right. Turn right. On the left, you will find a snack area with machines for soda, chips and candy.   Straight ahead of this area is the entrance to the pool and health club. To the left are the locker rooms, women’s to the left, and men’s to the right.

For those of you with guide dogs, there is a dog relief area next to the hotel. Go out of the Adams Street door which is straight ahead after turning left off the elevators. Turn left on Adams, heading east.  On your left, you will find a chain draped between poles (to form a fence) with some rocks and rose bushes behind it.  Do not use this for a relief area. When you get to the end of this fence, veer left up an incline.  Then veer left again (north) to a concrete walkway that goes between the hotel and the Springfield Convention Center. ( This walkway is where 8th. Street would be if it went through this block.)  You can use the grassy area or the rocky area and the rocks off this walkway for your dog.  There are 2 benches which we will want to avoid.  You will find two hooded garbage cans in this area for dog waste.

For smokers, there are two benches on the 8th Street side, just past the dog relief area.

If you go out the Adams Street exit of the hotel, turn left, cross 8th Street going south, make a right turn and go west on the south side of Adams, you will find a Bennigan’s.  Continue on west down Adams, and just past the Hilton, you will find a Starbuck’s.  This is about in the middle of the block. 

The hotel staff at the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel is willing to provide you with any further directions you may need. 

Center Representatives:

Please be sure to make our NFB center representatives, Al Spooner and Deja Powell, feel welcome in Illinois.   Ask them about the wonderful opportunities offered at our rehabilitation centers.  

The information desk will be in the hotel Main Lobby on Friday Oct. 8, and in the back of Salons A and B during general sessions.  Sales tables for NFBI and IABS will be in the back of Salons A and B during general sessions.  

Welcome to our 2010 State Convention of the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois!!!

Friday, October 8th, Morning and Afternoon 

10:30 – 2:00 
NFBI Senior Fair:  Senior-bilities:  Moving from Low Vision to High Hopes




Patti Chang, Master of Ceremonies




Presidential Ballroom


 


10:30 – 12:30
Exhibits


11:00 – 11:30 
Breakout Sessions





Managing Your Finances






or





Independence in the Home



11:45 – 12:15
Breakout Sessions





Information Access

      




or





Managing Your Finances


12:30


Luncheon      


12:55


Welcome to the Senior Fair 





Patti Gregory Chang, NFBI President

1:00
“Avoid Embarrassing Moments by Learning Blindness Skills”





Bill Isaacs


1:15


“Blindness – Go For It!”





Cathy Randall


1:30 – 2:00

Exhibits 

1:00 – 3:00

IABS Outing

Tour the Old Capitol Building and the Lincoln

Herndon Law Offices and touch some of Lincoln’s belongings.



RSVPs due by 10/1/10.   

3:30 – 4:00 

Horizons for the Blind




What’s New 




Byron Lee




Salons A and B
4:00 – 5:00

Workshops




Salons A and B

Social Media – Facebook, Twitter, etc.

Ronza Othman, Esq. IABS Treasurer 


or

Reading on the Go 

Cathy Randall - National Library Service Book Player

Bill Reif - KNFB Reader

Denise Avant - Book Sense
Dave Meyer - Victor Reader Stream

Debbie Stein - Braille Note
Friday, October 8th, Evening 

5:00 – 6:30

Registration 

 


Kelly Doty, NFBI Treasurer




Pre-Function Ballroom

5:00 – 6:45  
Scholarship Dinner (Winners and Committee)




Governor Yates Room, 2nd floor 













7:00 – 8:00

Resolutions




George Villa, Chair NFBI Resolutions Committee




Salons A and B 

8:00 – 8:30 

Registration 

 


Kelly Doty, NFBI Treasurer




Pre-Function Ballroom  

8:30 – 11:00
IABS IDOL 




Alyson Slaughter, Esq. IABS President




Ronza Othman, Esq.,  IABS Treasurer




Salons A and B

Saturday, October 9th, Morning and Afternoon

7:00 - 8:30 

Parents of Blind Children Breakfast

 


Beth Sturman and Nelly Gamino 




Masters of Ceremony 




Salon A and B

7:00-7:30

Welcome

7:30 -7:40
National Organization of Parents of Blind Children


Mrs. Patricia Mauer, NFB Director of Community Relations

7:45-7:55

Braille Readers are Leaders

Nina Vargas

Alex Gamino

Michael Pickerill

8:00-8:20

NFB National Centers

Blind In

Louisiana Center for the Blind

8:20-8:30

Closing Remarks

8:00 - 9:00 

Registration




Kelly Doty, NFBI Treasurer




Pre-Function Ballroom  




Later registration– see Kelly Doty at Information desk

8:30 a.m. - 

NFBI Kid Kamp – Things That Creep in the Night

5:30 p.m.

Floreale Room (except for the Springfield Zoo which is in the Ottawa B Room)

8:00 - 8:30

Registration/Meet your fellow camper
8:30 - 9:00

Reading - Creatures that Creep in the Night 
9:00 - 9:45

Guess that noise
9:45 - 10:30 
Bathroom break and snack 
10:30 - 11:30
Who comes Out at night?
11:30 - 12:00
Wacky Raccoons
12:00 - 12:30
Lunch
12:30 - 1:00

Reading -  Bats
1:00 - 2:00
Springfield Henson Robinson Zoo, Jackie Peeler 
2:00 - 2:30

Slithering Creatures 
2:30 - 3:15

Handprint Bat
3:15 - 4:00

Bathroom and animal cracker break
4:00 - 4:30

Spiders Crawl
4:30 - 5:00

Bugging Around (Game time)
5:00 - 5:30

Don’t be a litter bug!!!
9:00 to 11:30
General Session 




Patti Chang, Esq., NFBI President




Salons A and B


9:00 - 9:05


Call to Order & Welcome





Moment of Silence 


9:15 – 10:00
National Report 

Dr. Marc Maurer, President, NFB

10:00 – 10:30
LAW participants  




Amy Lund, 

NBCT, Teacher of the Visually Impaired  
Springfield Public School District 186
Ashley Davis-Kimmel, 

Sophomore at Springfield Southeast High School

10:30 – 11:15
Youth Leadership Academy

Katie Leinum

Alexa Schwichow

Brianna Lillyman

11:30

Announcements and adjournment for lunch

Saturday, October 9th, Afternoon

12:00 - 1:30
IABS Luncheon 




Ronza Othman, Esq., Master of Ceremonies



Salons A and B 



Opening Remarks

Patti Gregory-Chang, Esq., NFBI President

From Vision to Action through Leadership

Marc Maurer, Esq., NFB President and National Representative

From Vision to Action through Scholarships

Debbie Stein, Chairperson, NFBI Scholarship Committee

NFBI Scholarship Class of 2010

Vandana Chaudhry, University of Illinois at Chicago



Danielle Keys, Northern Illinois University





Ryan Kwaak, Trinity Christian College

Michal Nowicki, University of Illinois at Chicago

Sheila Schnyder, University of Illinois Urbana Champaign

Rose Sloan, Northwestern University

From Vision to Action through Exceptional Instruction: Excellence in Teaching Awards Presentation


Alyson Slaughter, Esq., IABS President,




Recipient:



Amy Lund, Springfield Public School District

From Vision to Action through Training

Al Spooner, BLIND, Inc.

Deja Powell, Louisiana Center for the Blind

From Vision to Action: The Big Picture: Keynote Address

Chris Jeckel, 2010 National Scholarship Recipient;

John Marshall Law School - Class of 2012

Closing Remarks


Michelle Wesley, IABS First Vice President

NFB 2010 National Scholarship Recipient;

University of Illinois School of Veterinary Medicine, Class of 2014

1:00 – 5:00

Saturday Breakouts




Governor Yates Room 
1:00 – 2:00

Parents of Blind Children Meeting

Presentations and Discussion



Beth Sturman and Nelly Gamino




Masters of Ceremony
1:00-1:10
Introductions
Why do we have a parents group in the NFBI
1:10 -1:40
Parent and Educator –Partnership
Mr. Merle Siefken 

Illinois State Board of Ed. 

Ms. Ketra Kuniej

Illinois State Board of Ed.

1:45-1:55
Group discussion on topics that Parents want to learn more about.

1:55-2:00
Closing remarks and evaluation


2:00 – 3:30

Teen Scene 




Kelly Doty, NFBI Treasurer

2:00

Two Truths and a Lie





A unique approach to introductions


2:15

I’ve Never Done THAT!

Find out how much you have in common with your fellow teens


2:45

I WILL do THAT!





Teens use M&M’s to set goals



3:00

Would I Do THAT?

Teens consider/discuss how they would react in situations and the resulting consequences 

3:30 – 5:00

Significant Others Meeting 




Mary Monti and Linda Villa



Masters of Ceremony
2:00 - 5:00 

General Session 



Salons A and B  

2:00 – 2:05

Call to order and announcements

2:05 – 2:40
ABLE Group and At Large Braille Reading Group



Robert Gardner, NFBI 2nd Vice President



Jana Hergert, ABLE participant 

Patrick Olson, ABLE participant


2:40 – 3:00
 
Summer Internship 



Howard Wilson, Internship Recipient 


3:00 – 3:30 

At Large Chapter



Patti Gregory-Chang, President NFBI 

Leslie Hamric, Coordinator NFBI At-Large Group

3:30 – 4:15
Sports and Recreational Opportunities for Teens and Children

Pamela J. Redding 

Director of Paralympic and Disability Sport World Sport Chicago

4:15 – 4:50

John H. Ericksen – Recreational opportunities  

Registered Investment Advisor
Kovitz Investment Group


4:50 – 4:55

Gift Certificate Program





Bruce Paul, coordinator


5:00 


Announcements and Adjournment

5:00 – 6:30

Scholarship Committee Meeting 




Room TBA

Saturday, October 9th, Evening

6:00 - 7:00 

Hospitality




Floreale Room


 

7:00 - 10:00
Annual Banquet




M.C. Robert Gardner, NFBI, 2nd Vice President






Salons A and B






Welcome to Springfield and Invocation 






Bill Reif, Springfield Chapter President






Welcome to the District






Hon. Representative Jim Watson 






In Memoriam






Pam Gillmore, Presenter






15 for Funds 






Cathy Randall, Development Committee Chair 






Friend of The NFB Award: 







Kay-Lou Ashmore







Richard Lansden





Patti S. Gregory-Chang Esq., Presenter


Banquet Keynote Address





Dr. Marc Maurer, President NFB 





Scholarship Awards





Debbie Stein, Scholarship Committee Chair

10:00 – 12:00
Hospitality  




Floreale Room

Sunday, October 10th, Morning

7:30 - 8:30 

Student Breakfast and IABS Business Meeting 




Alyson Slaughter, IABS President




Salons A and B

9:00 - 12:15 
 
General Session 





Salons A and B 


9:00 – 9:05

Call to Order


9:05 – 10:00
Braille is Beautiful - a dramatic presentation by talented Braille readers







10:05  – 10:30
Treasurer’s Report





Kelly Doty,
NFBI Treasurer


10:30 – 11:00
President’s Report





Patti Gregory-Chang, Esq., NFBI President


11:00 - 11:30
Resolutions

George Villa, Chair NFBI Resolutions Committee



11:30 – 11:45
IABS 50/50





Michelle Wesley, IABS Vice President


11:45 – 12:15
Elections





Election of Executive Board Members to a two





year term









Election of two members of the Board of 





directors to fill seats currently held by Annette 





Grove and Mary Lou Grunwald 





Election of Delegate and Alternates to 2010 





National Convention


12:15


Closing Remarks and Announcements


12:20


Adjournment

Thanks to the Senior Seminar and Special Events Committees and all others who have served on committees, worked registration and information tables, secured door prizes, and appeared on the agenda.  You have helped make this convention a tremendous success.

NFB of Illinois

President: Patti S. Gregory-Chang, Esq.

NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.
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