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Purpose:  The Solo, Small Firm and General Practice Division (GPSolo) of the American Bar Association launched its Young Lawyers Fellowship Program in the 2006/2007 bar year. The program provides leadership opportunities for young lawyers. As a leader within the Young Lawyers Division, we recognize that you have many opportunities to become involved in bar-related organizations and activities. GPSolo is committed to increasing the participation of young lawyers in Division activities. This program will provide young lawyers the opportunity to become actively and integrally involved in the Division’s meetings and committees.  


Description: GPSolo’s Young Lawyers Committee will identify and nominate two young lawyers who will be appointed by the Chair-Elect to funded fellowship positions within the Division to be effective during the following bar year. The selected fellows will be appointed to the GPSolo Young Lawyers Committee and one other committee of their choosing to engage in substantive work. The fellows will be expected to complete a substantive project for the Division. Each Fellow will also be paired with a mentor.  

Guidelines: The selection will be based on the individual’s achievement and commitment to the organized bar and GPSolo’s mission and goals. The fellows will be expected to remain active in the Young Lawyers Division (unless aged out), join the Young Lawyers Division GPSolo Committee and assist the Young Lawyers Division Liaison with recruitment at YLD meetings.  

Funding: The fellows will receive a travel subsidy of airfare up to $500 and a per diem of $100 per day for two days to attend the Division’s Fall Meeting (typically held in October), and Spring Meeting (typically held in May). Additionally, fellows do not have to pay the meeting registration fee. Fellows are also expected to show their commitment to the Division by attending the ABA Annual Meeting.

Eligibility: A candidate must be an active member of the YLD or a previously active member who has aged out within the past three years. Successful candidates will have demonstrated involvement in bar association and non-bar related activities. There is no requirement that the candidate has to presently be a member of GPSolo; however, any person chosen as a fellow must be an ABA member and join GPSolo. The current membership dues for the Division are $45. Although letters of recommendation are not required, a candidate may submit up to three, if so desired.  

Deadline:
 Nomination applications must be received by April 15, 2014. Successful applicants will be notified in early June.
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YOUNG LAWYERS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

NOMINATION APPLICATION 2014-2015
Due by April 15, 2014
Name:   


Firm/Employer:   

Address:  


Phone:     

   Fax:  







E-mail:  

Date of Birth:    
            Year you passed the Bar:  

Are you an ABA member?    Yes  


 No   

Are you a member of the Solo, Small Firm and General Practice Division?
Yes                     No  
              ABA I.D. #  

1.  Describe the nature of your law practice with particular attention to the substantive areas of law. 
2.  Describe your activities within the ABA YLD, as well as any activities in your local or state young lawyer’s organization, including all leadership roles and programs/activities for which you have or have had significant responsibility.

3.  Identify any activities or programs that you would recommend to increase positive interaction between the YLD and GPSolo and/or Young Lawyers membership in GPSolo.
4.  Describe any current or past activities and positions in the ABA other than those in or through the YLD.
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5.  Describe any other activities such as pro-bono and charitable (non-legal) work or community service.

6.  Please identify your specific areas of interest in contributing to the Division. For example, writing for a newsletter, coordinating educational programs, recruiting new members or submitting information for the website.
7.  Please attach a written statement (200 words or less) describing why you are interested in being a Fellow. At your option, you may also attach a maximum of two recommendations supporting your application.

8.  Please attach vitae or resume and include a 250 word bio.  
Please read, and if you agree to the provisions thereof, sign the following undertaking:

I have read the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my records and recollections permit. I hereby agree to be considered for selection. If I am selected, I agree to serve as a Young Lawyer Fellow and attend the Division's fall and spring meetings and the ABA Annual Meeting during the Fellowship. I agree to remain active in the Young Lawyers Division (unless aged out), join the Young Lawyers Division GPSolo Committee and assist the Young Lawyers Division Liaison with recruitment at YLD meetings.  

Signature: ____________________________________        Date:  ________________
To be eligible for consideration, applications must be received no later than April 15, 2014.  Successful applicants will be notified in June.  

Mail, fax or email completed application to: 



American Bar Association 



Solo, Small Firm and General Practice Division 

Young Lawyers Fellowship Program



321 N. Clark Street



Chicago, IL 60654



Fax (312) 988-5711   Email:  gpsolo@americanbar.org 

For further information on the Young Lawyers Fellowship Program contact Susan Delhey-Thomas, Membership and Marketing Associate at (312) 988-5641 or Susan.DelheyThomas@americanbar.org. Visit our website at www.americanbar.org/gpsolo.
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