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Information Sheet

Research study: “Evaluation of  ‘Co-Graph’, a Collaborative Cross-modal Graphing System”
We would like to invite you to be part of this research project, if you would like to.  You should only agree to take part if you want to; it is entirely up to you. If you choose not to take part there won’t be any disadvantages for you and you will hear no more about it. If you are a student of Queen Mary University of London, choosing not to take part will not affect your access to treatment or services in any way. 
Please read the following information carefully before you decide to take part; this will tell you why the research is being done and what you will be asked to do if you take part. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.
If you decide to take part you will be asked to sign a consent form to say that you agree. You are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason.
Research Information:
Aims and Objectives: The objective of this research is to evaluate a piece of software developed as part of a masters’ project. The software is an accessible collaborative cross-modal graphing tool. It allows both sighted and blind users to create three kinds of graph – XY line graph, Category line graph, and Bar charts. The created graphs can be edited at any time through a data table available in the application. There is a visual representation of the graph and an auditory version of it. The evaluation of this graphing tool is aimed at investigating the usability of it by visually impaired persons, and how well it supports collaboration between (a) two or more visually impaired persons (b) two or more sighted persons, and (c) between any combination of visually impaired persons and sighted persons.
Precautions: (1) All personal data, such as names, contact number, email address, etc, collected, will comply with the Data Protection Act, and will not be disclose without your consent. (2) Adequate care is in place to ensure you experience no personal or system hazard whatsoever in the course of this research.(3) In the event of you experiencing any form of discomfort during the research, special attention will be paid to resolving such discomfort.  
Requirements: As a participant in this research, you will be required to answer two sets of questionnaire, a pre-task questionnaire which will basically gather some anonymised information about you and your experience with graphing tools, and a post questionnaire aimed at gathering information about your experience on using the application. To aid you in using this application, a short user guide will be given to you prior to the performance of the tasks which will take no more than 30mins of your time. Please note that the application needs a few system requirements. These are a windows pc, which the application was developed in and tested with, a local copy of supercollider installed in participants’ computer or one in the local network. For the accessibility of the system, you will equally need to have e-speak installed
Conclusion: The results of this research will be published on 26th of August 2010. It is up to you to decide to take part. If you decide to take part, you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. For further inquiries, please contact the researchers using the details provided below:
Paul Tinagbedia 

Department of Computer Science 

ec09360@dcs.qmul.ac.uk 

Tel: 07956 938640
(Researcher)
Dr Tony Stockman

Department of Computer Science

tonys@dcs.qmul.ac.uk
02078825202
(Supervisor)
