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CAPED is a professional organization whose members include faculty, staff, and administrators serving students with disabilities at California colleges and universities.

ISSUE 

Funding used solely to provide equal access to education for students with disabilities at community colleges was substantially reduced beginning in the 2009-10 fiscal year.  The Legislature was told that the cut would be largely offset with a major infusion of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding, but the amount of ARRA money actually received by Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) programs was far less than expected and, now that ARRA funding has ended, even that modest amount is gone. 

The reduction to DSPS amounted to almost 40% whereas the community college system as a whole has experienced a cut of only about 10.7% in funding from 2008-09 levels.  At the same time that funding for DSPS has declined by 40%, the number of students served by these programs has increased by 7% despite a downward trend in overall community college enrollments.  

The combination of growing demand and drastically reduced resources has led some colleges to reduce or eliminate critical support services (such as sign language interpreters, note takers, or materials in braille and large print) which students with disabilities need in order to be able to complete their education.  Since students with disabilities are entitled to accommodations under both state and federal law, curtailing services in response to reduced funding places colleges and the state at risk of violating the rights of students.  There have already been major lawsuits against some districts and the number of discrimination complaints filed with the Office for Civil Rights in the U.S. Department of Education has increased by 30% since the budget cuts.  
The Governor’s Budget for 2012-13 proposes to compound the problem by placing most of the remaining funding for DSPS into a “block grant” which colleges could use for “student services”—a term which is undefined.  In fact, in the Governor’s Budget, only about $12.6 million or approximately 18% of the funding received by DSPS last year would be protected and the remaining 82% ($56,596,000) would be rolled into the block grant and could be diverted to be used for other purposes.  With the 40% reduction in DSPS funding, many community colleges are currently unable to meet their legal obligations to provide services and accommodations to students with disabilities.  Creating a funding system which allows diversion of remaining DSPS funds for other purposes is unacceptable.         

REQUESTS 

A. If the Legislature wishes to avert the catastrophe which would result from the Governor’s block grant proposal and protect at least the meager funding currently provided for DSPS, Paragraph (a) of Provision 7 of Item 6870-101-0001 (as it appears in SB 957 and AB 1463) needs to be rewritten as follows: 
7.  (a) Of the funds appropriated in Schedule (2), no less than $69,223,000 shall be allocated to colleges for the Disabled Students Program to assist districts in funding the excess direct instructional cost of providing special support services or instruction, or both, to disabled students enrolled at community colleges, and for state hospital programs, as mandated by federal law.

B. Beyond that, it is the position of CAPED that the state should restore funding for serving students with disabilities to the same level as funding for the rest of the community college system. Specifically, we request the following: 
In the event that the Governor’s proposed ballot initiative is successful and the $218 million anticipated for reducing previous Proposition 98 deferrals is available, a portion of such additional revenue should instead be used to restore funding for Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) to a level where the reduction to that program since fiscal year 2008-09 is proportional to the reductions in funding for the community college system as a whole. This would require approximately $33.5 million.  If this entire amount is not available, the Legislature should commit to restoring this funding over a three year period.  This would mean adding a down payment of $11.2 million to DSPS funding for 2012-13 and including budget language indicating that full restoration will be achieved by fiscal year 2014-15.  

CONTACT
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