April xx, 2012
The Honorable Assemblymember_________



State Capitol, Room ____
P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA _________
Dear Assemblymember ________,

I am writing on behalf of _________ (insert description of your organization and its goals.) 

We are very concerned about the dire situation faced by students with disabilities as they seek to complete their education in the California Community Colleges (CCCs). In fiscal year 2009-10, funding to the entire CCC system was reduced, but Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) and certain other categorical programs bore the brunt of the cuts.  These programs were cut by over 40% while the community college system as a whole has only been cut by about 10.7%.  
These severe and inequitable reductions in funding have come at a time when the number of students being served in DSPS is increasing.  This has seriously compromised the ability of colleges to meet their obligations to students with disabilities under the Americans with Disabilities Act and other state and federal laws enacted to ensure equal access to higher education.  The drastic funding cuts to DSPS have caused delays, reductions and even the elimination of some services, resulting in denial of equal educational opportunity to students and creating legal risk for the individual colleges, the CCC system, and the state.

In his proposed budget for 2012-13, the Governor would make matters worse by placing most of the remaining funding for DSPS into a “block-grant” which colleges could use for services to all students.  In the Governor’s Budget, only about $12.6 million or approximately 18% of the funding received by DSPS this year would be protected and the remaining 82% ($56,596,000) would be rolled into the block-grant and could be diverted to be used for other purposes.  With the 40% reduction in DSPS funding, many community colleges are currently unable to meet their legal obligations to provide services and accommodations to students with disabilities.  Creating a funding system which allows diversion of remaining DSPS funds for other purposes is unacceptable.
At the same time, the Governor’s budget would increase overall funding to the community college system by $218 million, assuming the voters approve the proposed temporary tax increases in November.  However, the Governor wants to use this money to reduce the debt owed to the community college system by the state.  The California Association on Postsecondary Education and Disability (CAPED) is instead proposing that a portion of this money be redirected to offset the drastic cuts to DSPS.  Our organization supports the CAPED proposal.  
I ask you to do three things to ensure students with disabilities can get the services they need in the CCCs.  They are – 
· One, reject the Governor’s proposal to include DSPS in the block-grant. 
· Two, support the CAPED request that a portion of the additional funding which would be available if the tax increases are approved be allocated to help restore funding for DSPS to a level where the reductions to that program are proportional to those for the community college system as a whole.  
· Three, regardless of what happens with the proposed tax measure, do not allow any further cuts to DSPS services.  We recognize that the severe budget crisis means that all programs must face cuts, but DSPS programs in our community colleges have already been cut much more drastically than the community college system as a whole.   
Unless this situation is addressed, we will effectively be excluding the most educationally disadvantaged students from our colleges.  Please help us stop the dismantling of programs which ensure that students with disabilities receive the accommodations to which they are entitled under the law.  Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
Sincerely,

