
PARTICIPANT INFORMED CONSENT FORM

Please read the following material that explains this research study. Signing this form indicates that you have been informed about the study and that you want to participate. We want you to understand what you are being asked to do and what risks and benefits—if any—are associated with the study. This should help you decide whether or not you want to participate in the study.

You are being asked to take part in a research project conducted by [student researcher’s name], an undergraduate student for a class in Colorado Christian University’s Department of Communication, 8787 West Alameda Ave., Lakewood, CO 80226. This project is being done under the direction of Professor Ryan T. Hartwig, Department of Communication. [Student researcher’s name] can be reached at [work number]. Professor Hartwig can be reached at (303) 963-3465.

Project Description:

This research study is about communicative behavior at [Name of site]. It is entirely your choice whether or not to participate in this study.
Procedures:

If you agree to take part in this study, you may be asked to engage in an interview with the researcher. The interview should take approximately 30 minutes of your time. Participation will take place at a location of your choosing. You will be asked questions about communicative behavior at the site being studied.
[If Audio-recording, add the following paragraph]
Participation in this research may include audio-taping. These tapes will be used for the sole purposes of this research study and will be erased or destroyed after the research project is completed and after any further write-up of the research (e.g., for presentation at a professional conference). Those individuals who will have access to these tapes will be the student researcher and the professor. Being audio-taped in not a requirement for participation. You may still participate in the study should you choose not to be taped.
Benefits, Risks, and Discomforts:

There are no direct benefits to you from taking part in this study. A copy of the final report will be sent to you if you wish to receive it. There are no foreseeable risks involved in taking part in this study.

Cost and Payments to Participant:
There are no direct costs to you for participation in this study. You will not be paid for participation in this study.

Ending Your Participation:

You have the right to withdraw your consent or stop participating at any time. You have the right to refuse to answer any question(s) or refuse to participate in any procedure for any reason. Refusing to participate in this study will not result in any penalty or loss of benefits to which are otherwise entitled.

Confidentiality:

We will make every effort to maintain the privacy of your data. The information collected does not ask for your name and, hence, the information will be anonymous. The information collected will be used only for class purposes but may also be presented at scholarly conferences and/or published in scholarly journals. Your signature below indicates that you have read, understand, and accept the conditions of this consent form.  If you have questions regarding your participation in this research, you should ask the researcher before signing this consent form. If you have questions or concerns during or after your participation, please contact Professor Ryan T. Hartwig at 303-963-3465.

Authorization:
I have read this paper about the study or it was read to me. I know the possible risks and benefits. I know that being in this study is voluntary. I choose to be in this study. I know that I can withdraw at any time. I have received, on the date signed, a copy of this document containing 3 pages.

Name of Participant (printed) _____________________________ Signature ____________________________ Date __________
[If taping is an optional aspect of the study]

I am consenting to be audio-taped during the participation of this research

_____ Yes, I would like to be taped during my participation in this research.

_____ No, I would not like to be taped during my participation in this research. 

