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I’m sorry that I’m unable to be at our Convention with you all this year, but I’ve written out what I want to say. Thank you to whoever’s reading this for me! 

I understand that there are a record number of first-time attendees at our 2011 Convention, so I will give you an overview of what the NFB Newsline service is and, for those of you who are old-timers, I expect some of you will be interested in hearing about the new content and features that have been added to Newsline recently. 

NFB Newsline is a service that allows you to listen over your telephone to newspapers, magazines, TV listings and other print materials- free of charge. Imagine! you can pick up the phone and call Newsline toll-free whenever you like, 24 hours/day, 7 days/week and listen to the same articles your friends and family read in print newspapers, or you can check what movies or sit-coms will be on TV tonight. 
Newsline is easy to use. The content on Newsline can be accessed by computer as well as by telephone, but I will focus on the telephone method today. 

First you dial in to the Newsline service using a local or toll-free phone number. You then use touch-tone menu choices to select the newspaper and newspaper section you want to hear. Newsline tells you how many articles are in your chosen section and begins reading the first article. You can listen to what Newsline is reading or, with the touch of a button on your phone, you can move from article to article, skipping things that don’t interest you and listening to what does. 

The Ohio newspapers available on Newsline are: the Akron Beacon Journal, Bucyrus Telegraph Forum,  the Canton Repository, the Chillicothe Gazette, Cincinnati Enquirer, Cleveland Plain Dealer, Columbus Dispatch, Coshocton Tribune, Dayton Daily News, Freemont News Messenger, Independent Ohio, Lake County News Herald, Lancaster Eagle Gazette, Mansfield News Journal, Marion Star, Newark Advocate, Port Clinton News Herald,  The Times Recorder, Dover Ohio, Toledo Blade, Warren  Tribune Chronicle, and the Zanesville Times Recorder.  And that’s only Ohio!  If you have ties to other parts of the Country, you can listen to newspapers from other States as well, and  to National newspapers such as the New York Times, Washington Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, and Christian Science Monitor. . 

So what is new with Newsline? Target store ads! Just enter your zip code and the current specials are at your fingertips. And yes, we’re all hoping that circulars for additional stores will be added soon. 
Some other recent additions to Newsline are:

Spanish-language newspapers.
International newspapers, including China Daily, The Guardian (from Britain,) The India Times, The Jerusalem Post, The London Telegraph,  the new Zealand Herald, and the Toronto Globe and Mail. 

“Send this article to my e-mail” is a very popular feature that allows you to do the equivalent of cutting an article out of the paper for future reference. Find a great recipe on Newsline? Press #9 to send it to yourself in an e-mail message! Same goes for articles about other cultures or politics that you could use for that paper you have to write for your college class.     

Newsline makes job postings available from all around the Country. Search by entering a zip code and selecting a job category.

Newsline’s “Search” feature has been improved by both making navigation between instances of a search string easier and by giving you the Option to widen or narrow the scope of your search to fewer or more publication types. For more information, check out option 1, “Newsline News,” on the main menu.     
Last but not least, new magazines are added to Newsline from time to time. I won’t list them all here, but there are sure to be some that fit your interests. Categories include Science and Technology, News & Commentary, Popular Culture, Fashion, Health & Fitness, Home and Family, and the popular blindness-related Matilda Ziegler.    

It should be noted that Time for Kids is in the News & Commentary category on Newsline, and this Fall, more Ohio teachers than ever have been registering their students to use Newsline so that they can access Time for Kids as well as newspapers for school assignments. 

As always, I can be reached at 1-866-391-0841 to answer questions about Newsline and to register new subscribers. This phone number is in print on a label at the bottom of the Newsline brochures at the convention. I can send you these brochures by mail if you need more of them to pass out at community events.
I look forward to hearing from and registering some of you first-time convention attendees for the Newsline service!

Cheryl Fischer 

