Grant Writing Basics

I. Do you know why you’re looking for funding? Fund needed programs, don’t chase the money. 

II. Limiting Rejections

a.  Search for appropriate funders

i. A few quick things to look for: 

1. Are they currently accepting proposals? 

2. Geographic restrictions

3. Size or type of organizations they fund

4. Focus areas

b. Read and reread funders’ guidelines

c. Answer every question, following format provided

d. Follow up after rejections

i. Ask for more input, clarification. Be courteous and humble, don’t burn future bridges. 

III. Funding Searches
a. Internet

i. Grantsmanship Center (www.tgci.com)

ii. Foundation Center (www.foundationcenter.org)
iii. Google
b. Local library

i. Some have paid subscriptions to Foundation Center

ii. Resources on local funders

c. Who do you know?

IV. Common Elements in a Proposal
a. Need 
b. Project Description

c. Goals and Objectives

d. Evaluation

e. Project Budget

f. Publicity/Dissemination
V. Other Notes

a. Emphasize unique nature of the NFB

i. Huge volunteer network

ii. Blind people speaking for themselves

iii. Use branding language
b. Speak the language of the reader (avoid or explain O&M, access technology, screen reader, contracted/uncontracted Braille, etc.)
