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2026 Convention Agenda

“Ignite the Spark, Empower the Journey”

National Federation of the Blind of Washington
President: Marci Carpenter
Date: February 26- March 1, 2026

Location:
Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Seattle Airport
18740 International BLVD,
Seattle, WA 98188





The National Federation of the Blind of Washington knows that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day, we raise the expectations of blind people because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. You can live the life you want; blindness is not what holds you back. Together with love, hope, and determination, we transform the dreams of blind Washingtonians into reality.

NFB Pledge
I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.

Hotel Description
[bookmark: _Hlk186873792]When you step into the Hilton Double Tree, you are facing East. The breakfast area is North of the door. The check-in counter is South of the door. Once you hit carpet, approximately twenty-five feet, you are at the check-in counter area. Check in counter is on the East wall. 

East and West Hallway

               From West to East on the South wall. East of the check-in counter is a long hallway that extends East and West. The check-in counter is at the far West of the hallway. As you walk from West to East on the South side, you will encounter Concourse 1 and then Concourse 2. Concourse one leads you to rooms in Wings 2, 3, 4, and 5. Concourse 2 will lead you to rooms in Wings 6 and 7. Past the two concourses on the South wall are seating areas. Past the seating areas and near the convention programming area are stairs. At the far East end of the East and West hallway is an elevator bank. 
 	From West to East on the North side. You will first encounter a coffee shop, then the hotel restaurant, then a set of restrooms. East of the restrooms are the meeting rooms. Meeting rooms are on carpet. 

Meeting room area

The meeting room area is shaped like a square/rectangle. All meeting rooms are North of the East and West hallway. The East and West hallway is the South border of this square. Grand ballrooms are on the East wall of this square. On the East wall, from South to North, is Grand Ballroom One, then Grand Ballroom Two, then Grand Ballroom Three. On the North border of this square are restrooms. On the West border of this square are the Northwest ballrooms. From South to North are Northwest ballroom one, then Northwest ballroom two, then Northwest ballroom three. In the middle of the square and between the Grand ballrooms and the Northwest ballrooms is an outdoor courtyard area and a dog relief area. The Evergreen ballrooms are on the second floor, directly above the Grand ballrooms. Reminder that the closest elevators are on the far East end and on the South wall of the East-West hallway. 

National Rep Biography: Norma Crosby

[bookmark: _Hlk219535582]Norma Crosby has served as the President of the National Federation of the Blind of Texas since 2014 and was elected to the National Board of Directors in 2015, where she serves as treasurer. A dedicated Federationist since 1983, Norma has worked tirelessly for the movement, advocating for the belief that blind people can live the lives they want. She is notably recognized for her leadership with Project BOLD, Blindness Outdoor Learning and Development, which is an initiative that empowers blind youth and their families through outdoor immersion and high expectations.
Norma’s commitment is rooted in her own journey of determination. She knows firsthand what it takes to pull oneself up by their bootstraps to build a successful and happy life. Even in the face of adversity, beyond her advocacy, Norma is a proud mother and grandmother. She and her husband, Glen, are retired business owners who live on four acres of land near Houston. Through her leadership and her life, Norma proves that she has a spirit that refuses to be defined by limitation. She continues to lead with heart and conviction. She remains a steadfast champion for the movement, ensuring that the next generation has the tools and confidence to turn their dreams into reality and purpose. 

Important Information and Announcements:

· To navigate this agenda in a fully accessible format with a screen reader, please use the following command: press JAWS key + letter Z to turn quick keys on. Once activated, you can navigate through the headings in this agenda by pressing the letter H, or by pressing 1, 2, or 3 to get to your desired heading level.
· All convention attendees must abide by the NFB Code of Conduct. Read the document here.
· Please remember to clean up after your dog guide and use the dog relief areas located outside of the hotel.
· For the safety of those who may experience serious health consequences from exposure to fragrances, we request that attendees not wear scented products, such as perfumes, colognes, or scented lotions.
· Hotel booking: The rate for convention hotel rooms this year is $139 plus taxes and fees. Members must book hotel rooms by February 2, 2026. Use the online booking link below or call 1800-222-8733 and use the name National Federation of the Blind.
Book Hotel
· Convention Registration: If you wish to register for the convention, you must do so by February 15, 2026. The registration fee is $30, and there is a choice of purchasing a banquet meal for $75.
Convention Registration
· If you wish to receive a door prize, you must register for the convention.
· To vote during elections, you must be a current dues-paying member of the NFB of Washington.

Convention Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors:
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WAYMO
Waymo is an autonomous driving technology company making it safer, more accessible, and more sustainable to get around — without the need for anyone in the driver’s seat. 

At Waymo, we believe the status quo is not acceptable. Our mission is to save lives that are tragically lost to traffic crashes. We are driven to provide inclusive mobility that offers freedom of movement for all, working with our partners and communities to create an ecosystem that is safe, accessible, and inclusive. 

Learn more about Waymo at waymo.com
Sign up for Waymo updates at waymo.com/updates








[image: CATT-NW with green and yellow lines underscoring the acronym. Text: Center for Assistive Technology Training]

[bookmark: _Hlk186874003]Center for Assistive Technology and Training (CATT) NW

The Northwest Center for Assistive Technology Training (CATT-NW) is funded by the American Printing House for the Blind (APH) and based at the Washington State School for the Blind (WSSB).

Our mission is to provide assistive technology training to teachers of blind/low vision children, utilizing a "train the trainer" model, while also providing support/training for other professionals working with blind or low vision children, as well as parents/caregivers of a child who is blind or has low vision, including those with additional disabilities.

Assistive technology options are provided through APH, and training is provided through WSSB-employed trainers serving an eleven-state/territory region: Alaska, American Samoa, California, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Northern Mariana Islands, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming. Requests for training and loaner devices can be submitted on our website: https://wssb.wa.gov/catt. Be sure to bookmark our AT Resources website for easy access to training materials and resources: https://bit.ly/aph-at-resources



Gold Sponsors:

[image: Logo featuring a diamond shape. Inside the diamond a person with a cane walks along a path. The path is swooping upward. Next to the diamond are the words “Washington State Department of Services for the Blind.”]

[bookmark: _Hlk186874287]Department of Services for the Blind (DSB)

Washington State Department of Services for the Blind provides skills, training, and support to people of all ages who are Blind, Deaf-Blind, or Low Vision to help them achieve educational, employment, or independent living goals.

We work with individuals who are Blind, Deaf-Blind, or Low Vision so they can flourish in their homes, communities, and workplaces. 

www.dsb.wa.gov
info@dsb.wa.gov
800-552-7103

[image: Logo design featuring a stylized eye with neon blue and red outlines, symbolizing focus and vision. Text elements include "AMERABILITY" above the eye and motivational words "Train," "Work," and "Achieve" curved below, emphasizing a theme of personal development and success.]




Amerability 

Amerability is a vendor for DSB in WA State working with students aged 14-21 in the Pre – ETS program. We host four workshops per year focusing on job readiness, living skills, and advocacy. Our team also features staff with lived experience, so we understand challenges.

Check out our podcast “Changing the Narrative.”
Changing the Narrative | Podcasts

Workshop Dates and Links to register:	

Express of interest | Amerability		
· Redmond, WA Microsoft Experience March 27-April 1 (Spring Break)
· Spokane, WA June 19-21 (paid Internships with Amerability, US Blind Tennis, and EQ Records over the summer)
· Vancouver, WA August 14-19 (Living Skills)
· Vancouver, WA September 11-13 (Employ ME Pathways)

Silver Sponsors:
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Democracy Live

In too many states, voters with disabilities do not have equal access to voting independently and privately from home. Fortunately, there are new accessible at-home voting technologies now available. 

The Democracy Live OmniBallot accessible at-home voting system is a fully ADA Section 508, WCAG-compliant remote ballot marking solution. The system has been tested to meet the accessibility requirements of over ninety combinations of browsers, operating systems, screen readers, and devices. OmniBallot has been deployed as an accessible absentee tool since 2008, in over seven thousand elections, serving more than twenty-five hundred jurisdictions, in thirty-six states and 180 countries around the world. OmniBallot has been tested and reviewed by members of leading disability organizations in the nation.

For further information, please contact Democracy Live:
855-655-VOTE (8683) Toll Free
Email: info@democracylive.com
www.democracylive.com

[bookmark: _Hlk159004946]
Bronze Sponsors:

Achieving access

achievingaccess@gmail.com

Penny Forward


https://www.pennyforward.com

Peaks & Valleys Healing, PLLC 

Peaks and Valleys Healing, PLLC - Behavioral Health Therapist

Nondrivers Alliance

https://nondrivers.org/

Convention Schedule

Preconvention Session: Monday, February 23rd, 2026

7:00 pm-8:00 pm: Rookie Round-up, via Zoom- Marci Carpenter, President, Facilitator.

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85785214292?pwd=8pCs4OZSpXMomKJB5Haq8CfR3PAGka.1

Meeting ID: 857 8521 4292
Passcode: 582479
One tap mobile
+12532050468,,85785214292#,,,,*582479# US

Welcome to the Rookie round-up, a virtual welcome to all first-time convention goers. Delve into the essentials of navigation, networking, and the possibilities for empowering your journey at the 2026 NFB of Washington convention. Join us as we uncover the keys to a successful convention experience, setting the stage for newfound connections and informative adventures. 

Thursday, February 26th, 2026:

5:00 pm-6:00 pm: Convention registration and meal ticket pickup, located outside Grand 1.

Note: All evening sessions are in Grand 1 Ballroom.

6:00 pm: NFB Board of Directors Meeting.

7:00 pm: When Blindness is Truly a Characteristic Philosophy Discussion, Colin Wong, and Kristin Geary.

Learn about the Hierarchy of Sight and the misconceptions around how sight contributes to success or competency. Uncover what it means when blindness is truly a characteristic and when your worth as a person is not defined by the amount of vision that you have. Learn and hear from each other and participate in this room-wide philosophy discussion.

Friday, February 27th, 2026:

8:30 am-11:00 am: Convention registration and meal ticket pickup, located outside Grand 1 Ballroom.

9:00 am-11:50 am: Career Seminar - Kris Colcock, Facilitator, Grand 1 Ballroom.

Wondering how to light the fire under your career? How to determine your path or understand the tools you will need to be successful? Come join us as we talk about career paths, first-time resumes, and how to ace the interview. Justin Harford from the NFB of Oregon will share his story, and we will hear from Kaitlynn Lawrence about how to write a first-time resume. Ashley Douthett, a Business Relations Specialist from the Washington State Department of Services for the Blind, will share the work being done to ensure the state WorkSource offices are accessible and so much more.

9:00 am-11:50 am: Senior Seminar- Kaye Kipp and Bennett Prows Facilitators, Northwest 3.

Come connect with fellow seniors, learn about the latest technologies, techniques, and issues facing blind seniors. Glen Crosby, President of the National Federation of the Blind Senior Division, will join us for this engaging session.

9:00 am-12:00 pm: Exhibit Hall, Northwest 1-2.

Step into the vibrant world of our exhibit hall, where a tapestry of vendors unfolds, each offering unique insights and solutions aimed to help you ignite your spark of adventure. Engage deeply in the intersection of innovation and independence, tailored for our community. As we pave the way for the future, both through tactile exploration and technological advancements, anticipate a journey filled with discovery and empowerment. 

9:00 am-4:00 pm: Docs and Dots, hosted by Center for Assistive Technology and Training (CATT) NW, Evergreen 1-2. (Separate registration required). Washington State Teacher Clock Hours and ACVREP Hours available.

Educator Registration

Juggling documents, braille displays, and oh yes…how to best support students’ instruction?! Join the CATT-NW team for an all-day, interactive, in-person workshop on how to manage documents for braille readers. Using the braille displays from APH (Chameleon, Mantis, Monarch), participants will take a deep dive into best practices for teaching students how to manage and work with documents in the K-12 classroom. The following objectives will be covered through hands-on activities: 
· How to teach and implement effective file management strategies to work between braille displays and a personal computing device
· How to support accessible digital workflows designed for nonvisual accessibility.
· How to support learning using accessible digital documents with braille displays and screen readers. CATT-NW will also host breakfast, lunch, ACVREP, and WA Clock hours for all workshop participants. Bring your sense of adventure, a laptop, and a braille display if you have one! Loaner braille displays will be available for those who need one.

12:00 pm-1:00 pm: Lunch Break.

1:00 pm-2:00 pm: Convention registration and meal ticket pickup, located outside Grand 1 Ballroom.

1:00 pm-5:00 pm: Exhibit Hall, Northwest 1-2.

Step into the vibrant world of our exhibit hall, where a tapestry of vendors unfolds, each offering unique insights and solutions aimed to help you ignite your spark of adventure. Engage deeply in the intersection of innovation and independence, tailored for our community. As we pave the way for the future, both through tactile exploration and technological advancements, anticipate a journey filled with discovery and empowerment. 

1:00 pm-2:00 pm: Updates on Social Security Benefits- Kris Colcock, Grand 1 Ballroom.

SSA Updates, Questions, and Answers – 2025 brought lots of changes to the SSA. Learn about eligibility requirements for disability benefits, Work Incentives, and overpayment options. Bring your questions and find out the answers. Learning the importance of a My SSA account. Learn the truth about how SSA benefits can help you start on the road to self-sufficiency. 

1:00 pm-2:00 pm: The Philosopher's Corner- Kaye Kipp, Evergreen 3-4.

Learn more about the Federation’s history by learning about two of Dr. Kenneth Jernigan’s pivotal banquet speeches, including the Nature of Independence and the Day After Civil Rights. Learn the philosophy that shapes what it means to be blind. 

1:00 pm-5:00 pm: Escape Room- WTBBL Facilitator, Northwest 3.

Join us for a specially designed escape room hosted by WTBBL, forge connections with fellow participants, and embark on an exhilarating journey. Do you have the skills to escape and join us for the rest of the convention? We hope so! WTBBL will reach out to schedule your escape room time with you.

2:00 pm-3:00 pm: The Crafters Corner: learning to knit and crochet, Kris Colcock and Kaye Kipp, Evergreen 3-4.

Have you ever been curious about knitting and crocheting as a blind person? Join experts on these crafts who can share their tricks and tips and teach these crafts to you.

2:00 pm-3:30 pm: The Power of Meta Glasses - Jeremy Grandstaff, Corey Grandstaff, and Jason Consolacion, Grand 1 Ballroom.

Are you curious about what the meta glasses can do and their possibilities? Learn to read, describe a room, take a picture/video, etc.

3:00 pm-4:30 pm: Blind Tennis- Murry Elbourn, Evergreen 3-4.

Join United States Blind Tennis President and former Australian blind low vision tennis player Murray as he runs an introductory session of Blind Low Vision tennis. Learn how to serve, hit the ball, and learn how to play. It is a fun and wonderful way to be active, and no worries if you have never played before; this is a learning session for beginners. Blind tennis balls will be able to be purchased during the session. Rules of Play – International Blind Tennis Association

4:30 pm: Resolutions Committee Meeting, Grand 1 Ballroom.

5:00 pm-6:00 pm: Presidents and Treasurers Training, Grand 1 Ballroom.

7:00 pm: Murder Mystery Theater: The Deadly Audit, Northwest 1-2, hosted by Bud Communications LLC

This is a special project written by Ivan E Weich. This is designed to be an interactive murder mystery so that blind persons can actively participate in a murder mystery theater or party. The mystery is rated PG13 and above due to strong language, mention of assault, and mention of violence. Youth under eighteen need to be accompanied by an adult.

7:00 pm: Karaoke, Grand 1 Ballroom, hosted by Kristen Geary.

Get ready to unleash your inner rock star at our karaoke night! Belt out your favorite tunes and let the good times roll as we celebrate the joy of music and camaraderie.

Saturday, February 28, 2026:

8:00 am-8:45 am: Convention registration and meal ticket pickup, located outside Grand 1 Ballroom.

All morning sessions are in the Grand 1 Ballroom.

8:30 am: The Power of Sport Panel: Experiences as a Blind Athlete- Ixchel Lemus- Bromley, Founder of Free to Fly Running Club; Laila Kale, goalball player; Amandeep Kaur, US Blind Women’s Cricket Team; Murray Elbourn, United States Blind Tennis President.

	Have you been curious about blind sports and what is out there? Join this engaging panel to ignite your journey to getting more active in 2026.

9:00 am: NFB National report- Norma Crosby, Treasurer, National Federation of the Blind.

9:35 am: The Power of Seeing A EYE, Saqib Shaikh.

Join innovator Saqib Shaikh as he demonstrates the possibilities with Seeing A Eye. Learn about its various features, including reading, describing, etc. 

9:45 am: The State of the State- Marci Carpenter, President, National Federation of the Blind of Washington.

10:00 am: The Power of Youth: My Experience at BELL and STEM 2025- Kris Colcock and Chris Higley, Facilitators.

Students share transformative experiences from last year’s youth programs. 

10:10 am: Gold Sponsor Highlight, Department of Services for the Blind.

10:15 am: Members at-large Chapter Report.

10:20 am: Greater Seattle Chapter Report.

10:25 am: Gold Sponsor Highlight: Amerability.

10:30 am: The Power of accessible Ballot Return, Democracy Live.

Now more than ever, it is important that blind people have access to a multitude of accessible voting options. Hear from Democracy Live as they discuss the Democracy Live OmniBallot accessible at-home voting system and demonstrate how it works with screen-reading software.

10:45 am: Clark County Chapter Report.

10:50 am: Whatcom County Chapter Report.

10:55 am: Clallam County Chapter Report.

11:00 am: Platinum Sponsor Highlight, Center on assistive Technology and Training (CATT) Northwest.

11:10 am: Platinum Sponsor Highlight, WAYMO.

11:20 am: Partnership panel: Washington Talking Book and Braille Library- Danielle Miller; Department of Services for the Blind- Michael Mackillop; and Washington State School for the Blind- Pam Parker. 

Gain insights and information with our agency panel, where we will discover their strategic visions, outlining impactful changes for igniting the future.

11:45 am: From New Federationist to New Parent: Colin Wong, President Greater Seattle Chapter, Board Member NFB of Washington.

Colin has a 7-month-old. Hear about his personal story about how his time in the National Federation of the Blind built his confidence and shaped him as a blind individual, professional, and, most importantly, a parent. 

11:55 am: Resolutions.

12:00 pm-1:15 pm: Lunch Break.

1:00 pm-1:30 pm: Convention registration and meal ticket pickup, located outside Grand 1 Ballroom.

1:30 pm-4:20 pm: Mini STEM Session – Kris Colcock and Chris Higley, Grand 1 Ballroom.

Calling all young detectives (and their grown-ups)! If you have a curious mind and love solving mysteries, trouble is brewing at the NFB Freedom Motors Design Lab—and we need your help. Rumor has it a sneaky heist may be in the works!

Become a DNA investigator and ignite the spark of discovery! In this fun, hands-on STEM2U session, kids explore forensic science by learning how DNA and clues help solve mysteries. Through accessible, sensory-rich activities, participants use critical thinking to crack the case and see how anyone can be a forensic scientist.

We will even be accepting applications for our future detectives!

1:30 pm-2:50 pm: BLIND by Design: A Practical Framework for Financial Confidence, Chris Peterson, Penny Forward, Northwest 1

What if there were a clear, repeatable way to think about money that works in real life? This session introduces a practical framework designed specifically for blind people who want to feel more confident making financial decisions and controlling their own lives. The approach is straightforward, flexible, and easy to remember—whether you are just getting started or refining what you already know. Attendees will leave with a way of thinking about money that supports independence, long-term stability, and meaningful progress.

You will learn how to:
· Set realistic, personal financial goals that reflect your values and circumstances.
· Understand key financial terms, concepts, and strategies without jargon or assumptions.
· Make informed financial decisions with greater confidence and clarity.
· Invest in your own growth while supporting others in purposeful ways.
· Take practical steps to create positive changes in your community. 

1:30 pm-2:50 pm: WAYMO, Northwest 2.

Waymo is an autonomous driving technology company making it safer, more accessible, and more sustainable to get around — without the need for anyone in the driver’s seat. Learn about Waymo's technology, accessibility highlights, and the impactful community partnerships they have formed over the years with disability advocacy organizations, including the National Federation of the Blind. Whether you are curious about autonomous vehicles or passionate about accessibility in transportation, this conversation promises fresh insight into Waymo’s technology and service that is shaping the road ahead.

1:30 pm-2:50 pm: Mindful Movement for Nervous System Reset- Janell Landgrath, Northwest 3.

In this session, participants will explore accessible mindful movement and nervous system regulation techniques to support relaxation, reduce anxiety, and improve overall well-being. This session is designed for all bodies and all experience levels. Movements can be adapted or done seated, and options will be offered throughout. No specific skills are required. If you are living in a body, this session is for you. Participants will leave with practical tools they can use in everyday life. 

2:50 pm: Break

3:00 pm-4:20 pm: Tactile Art and Design Adventure for Blind Creators - Center for Assistive Technology and Training (CATT) NW, Northwest 2. Washington State Teacher Clock Hours and ACVREP Hours available.

Tactile graphics do not have to be made for blind people - they can be created by blind people for personal or public enjoyment as well! In this continually active session, participants will interact with a variety of accessible drawing tools, learn basic design strategies, and employ hands-on techniques that support independent tactile media creation. The workshop aims to inspire design-thinking and challenge norms about who gets to create art. All participants will leave with resources to share the free TADA! curriculum with parents, school, and community educators to promote local and inclusive arts programs. 

3:00 pm-4:20 pm: Blind Cricket – Joga Singh and Amandeep Kaur, Northwest 3.

Ever wanted to learn to play blind cricket? Join Joga and Amandeep as they lead a hands-on demonstration of this exciting sport.

[bookmark: _Hlk154555774]3:00 pm-4:20 pm: Leading in the 21st Century: growing your Impact, leadership, and wealth– Jeremy Grandstaff, Northwest 1.

Want to be a leader who builds both purpose and prosperity? Join blind entrepreneur and strategist Jeremy Grandstaff for a high-energy, interactive workshop that challenges outdated beliefs about leadership and wealth. Drawing from his recent TEDx Talk, Jeremy will share his journey—from Ohio farm kid to national facilitator—and introduce the “See BIG” model for designing personal and financial power. You will leave with tools to rethink limits, grow your impact, and take the next bold step in your leadership journey. No vision required, just a vision for your future.

4:30 pm-4:50 pm: Legislative action in the NFB: Our Focus in 2026, Suzie Prows, Legislative Director, NFB of Washington – Grand 1 Ballroom.

One role of NFB members is to advocate for federal, state, and local legislation to enhance the lives of the blind. Learn about the federal and state issues the NFB of Washington is focusing on throughout this legislative year.

4:50 pm Cruising with the NFB: my experience on the 2025 NFB of Washington Alaska Cruise- Marci Carpenter, Alexis Payne, and Cynthia Coffin.

Join a panel of individuals who went on the 2025 NFB Alaska cruise and hear about their experiences, the good, the bad, and the ugly.

6:30 pm: Banquet, Grand 1 Ballroom.

· Master of Ceremonies- Kris Colcock, 1st Vice President, NFB of Washington.
· Music Performance- Jason Consolacion.
· Auction- Bennett Prows.
· Banquet Address- Norma Crosby, Treasurer, NFB.
· Presentation of Scholarships- Nikki Palm.

Sunday, March 1, 2026

All Morning sessions in Grand 1 Ballroom.

9:00 am: Announcements.

9:05 am: Elections.

9:20 am: Annual Treasurers Report- Corey Grandstaff, Treasurer.

9:35 am: Membership and engagement.

Develop a plan as a chapter to engage our current members, as well as bring new members into the organization. With some guiding questions, walk away from this session with a direct-action plan for igniting growth in membership.

10:05 am: Fundraising for Chapters.

We cannot do programs without money; this is the reality! We also have things we need to consider when raising money, like why are we raising it? Work with your chapter to begin developing a fundraising plan.

10:35 am: Closing Remarks: Norma Crosby and Marci Carpenter.

10:45 am: Adjourn.
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