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DATE: Wednesday August 20, 2026
LOCATION:  Natural Grocers and Zoom
CALL TO ORDER: 6:03PM
ADJOURNMENT: 7:38PM

PRESENT:
Board Members: 
Cody Bair, Kaylee Medina, Pipi Adams, Shyanne Adams, Jamila Lane, Ileen Gallegos, Tim Keenan
Members & Guests: 
Mayra S., Lisa B, Audrey M., Becky S., Martin B, Carina O., Dishon Spears., Andrea F., Derek S.

MINUTES:
Shyanne moved, and Kaylee seconded, to table the July meeting minutes until the September meeting. Motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Starting Balance: $3279.60
Expenditures: $1161.41
Receipts: $453.52
Ending Balance: 2571.71

Cody has an additional $200 in cash from camping fees.
Pipi moved, and Tim seconded, to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Motion passed.

COMMITTEES:

Fundraising:
· Planning will begin soon for the chili cook-off.
· Additional casino trips are being considered.
· The chapter is discussing a drawing as a fundraiser at the State Convention.
· Ileen is willing to run the drawing at her table if she attends State Convention.
· A new set of AirPods may be used as a potential fundraising prize.
· Members with fundraising ideas should contact Pipi or Jamila.

Membership:
· A membership meet-up at Torres Mexican Restaurant was discussed.
· Trivia night was suggested, potentially at the Mexican restaurant.
· Members with membership ideas should contact Ileen, Shyanne, or Kaylee.

Community Service:
Potential community service opportunities discussed included:
· Backpack Society, which provides food to children experiencing food insecurity
· Food drives
· Metro Caring
· Denver Animal Shelter, including animal socialization
· Community food gardens
· School presentations about blindness
· Volunteer opportunities through local churches
· Making blankets for hospitals
· MaxFund cat shelter
· Senior living facilities
· Homework help at libraries
· Reading with children in classrooms
· Braille reading programs at libraries
· Adopting a family at Christmas
· Severe Weather Shelter Network
Mayra will speak with her employer regarding potential volunteer opportunities with seniors.
Pipi will create a survey to gather additional community service ideas from members.

Picnic:
Date: September 26
Location: CCB
· Mile High will contribute  up to $350.
· Main food will include burgers, hot dogs, and bone-in chicken thighs.
· Members will bring sides and desserts potluck-style.
· Jamila will bring a fryer for funnel cakes.
· Members may bring other foods suitable for frying.
· Suggested donation is $5.
· Tim will confirm access to the building for the event date.
· Possible games include a three-legged race, gunny sack race, and tug-of-war.
· Ileen has equipment for the games.
· The committee will determine whether games will be included.

STATE REPORTS:

6 Dot Dash:
Date: September 12
Location: CCB
Registration: $45
· Members are encouraged to register and promote the fundraising option.
· A Mile High team is available; members are encouraged to join.
· Activities will include a blind beer tasting, expo, and carnival games
· Anyone interested in volunteering at the carnival should contact Cody.
· Chaz Davis is organizing running guides. Interested individuals can contact Chaz or Cody.
· Tim will prepare a shortened announcement/spiel to share with members.

State Convention:
Dates: November 5–8
Location: Park Meadows Marriott
Room Rate: $109/night
· Hotel registration is open.
· Dining out will be included again.
· Additional information will be provided as it becomes available.

Events Around the State:
· Colorado Springs Picnic will be held Saturday, August 22, at the Elks Lodge.
· Contact Cody for additional information.

CCB:
· A Senior Resource Fair is planned for February. 
· Mayra expressed interest in volunteering with seniors.
· Students will be going to Breckenridge for a ropes course and lake day.
· New staff:
· Tim — Communications Instructor
· Mike Wassal — Technology and Braille Instructor
· Rock climbing has started again.

RTD:
· The RTD Board voted to cut services by 10%.
· Members are encouraged to read Colorado Talk emails to determine whether they will be affected by service reductions.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Camping Trip:
Overall feedback on the camping trip was positive.
Suggestions for next year's trip included:
· Make the trip two nights.
· Plan additional activities.
· Find a campground farther away from traffic and noise.
· Consider a location closer to reduce transportation difficulties.
· Arrange campsites closer together.
Members noted that the traffic noise also provided a useful orientation reference.
The late-night nature walk was well received. Special recognition was given to Kaylee for leading the activity.
The group also expressed appreciation to Jamila for the excellent food.
A special thank-you was extended to Angel and Josh from Broadway Shot Spot, Wilderness on Wheels, Elijah Smith, and the volunteer crew.
Thornton Nature Library was suggested as a possible resource for future camping trips because it has camping gear available for rent and access to trails; the possibility of campsites was also mentioned.

Bowling:
· The tournament will be held in Aurora in May.
· Hotel: Marriott Airport in Aurora
· Hotel rate: $119/night
· A shuttle will run between the hotel and bowling alley.
· A dance and auction will be held.
· Heavy hors d'oeuvres will be provided.
· Approximately 200–250 people typically attend the tournament.
· Bowlers must bowl 30 games to qualify for the tournament.
· Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Ileen Gallegos.
League Information:
· League location: Crown Lanes Bowling
· First meeting: August 29 at 11:00 AM
· League entry fee: $20
· Weekly fee: $17 for three games and shoes
· First bowling date: September 12
· Prize money and awards will be presented at the end of the season.
· Contact Ileen with questions.

Membership:
Derek Selbo joined the chapter.

Mile High Messages:
· Beep Baseball is underway.
· Contact Pipi for additional information.

Newsline and Colorado Talk:
· Mayra would like to be signed up for Colorado Talk.
· Mayra would like to be signed up for Newsline.
· Pipi, Cody, and Tim need Newsline login information.

ACTION ITEMS:
Create community service survey-Pipi
Confirm building access for September 26 picnic-Tim
Prepare shortened 6 Dot Dash announcement/spiel-Tim
Promote 6 Dot Dash registration and fundraising-Chapter members
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