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ITNConnecticut

Dignified transportation for seniors




Frequently Asked Questions
What is ITNNorthCentral Connecticut™?
* We are an Independent Transportation Network affiliated with ITNAmerica®, providing transportation for America’s aging and visually impaired population.  We provide rides with door-through-door, arm-through-arm service to seniors nationwide.  There are 25 affiliates in 20 states, with 3 here in CT; North, Central, & Coastal (www.ITNAmerica.org).
* We drive senior citizens 60 and over and visually impaired adults anywhere they want to go, 24/7, 365 days a year, for members in the ten north central CT towns.
* ITN® has given over 300,000 rides nationally, and our North Central affiliate alone has given over 10,000 rides traveling 75,000 miles since January of 2009.

 
Dial-A-Ride, and mini-bus services provide rides for seniors. 

Why do families need ITN too?
* We are a 24/7 operation. Most services operate during limited weekday hours.

* The scope of our services is far less limiting, it is not a government program, it is a personal membership program; riders & volunteers alike say it is like a family.
*   We’re a door-thru-door service; meaning we help frail members in/out of their homes, carry their groceries, help them keep track of canes, purses, gloves, etc.

What are some examples of the outings you take members on?

* While about half of our rides are medical in nature, many rides are social such as shopping & lunch dates.  We give rides to work, bingo, you name it!

Why do we need these elder transportation services?
* When seniors stop driving, they go to15% fewer doctor trips, 59% fewer shopping/entertaining outings, and 65% fewer social events. These are major losses for seniors and for the economy.
* The 2007 Long Term Care Report for the legislature identified transportation as the #1 missing service for elders, ahead of health care & financial services – our older population is expected to increase buy 64% by 2030.

* People outlive their ability to drive by 6-10 years. But they don't stop wanting to live full, independent lives, and there are precious few transportation options.
How does ITN benefit your family, indirectly, as well as the elder parent?
* Riders tell us they don't want to burden their children by asking for rides, so they stay home. We adult children have lots of responsibilities & challenges. But our jobs, homes & children have numerous support systems. Our parents have few. 
* The program offers independence for the family, not only to the rider.
*ITN saves families money. AAA projects that a car costs $6000 - $11,000 a year!

How do people become ITN members & volunteers?
 * Become a member with an application, a pre-paid $40 annual membership fee and a $25 deposit in a Personal Transportation Account.  No cash or credit cards are involved, no money changes hands, & tips are strictly forbidden. Our riders have none of the stress of logistics or financial transactions
* Give us a call at 860-758-7883.  Our volunteers & drivers are special individuals. We only have volunteers who are compassionate and have a sincere passion for this work. Our riders and drivers become quite fond of each other and look forward to seeing each other. As one of our volunteers said, “Providing transportation to seniors, keeping them social & independent is so important to their health & well-being”.

What do you mean when you say community-based & community-supported?
* The program is sort of like a family web of members, volunteers & supporters.
* ITN has volunteers, business partners and sponsor programs for sustainability.
* Each ITN affiliate brings shoppers into their communities spending that adds an average of $300,000 per year to their local economies.

How is the program funded, how do individuals & organizations contribute?
* Broadly speaking, the program is funded 1/3 from program revenues, 1/3 from foundations, and 1/3 from community support & fundraising events.

* Program revenues include our membership & ride fees from riders & families, business & medical partners who contribute to the cost of each ride, car donations.

* Foundation support includes grants from Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

* Community support includes civic organizations and businesses who consider donations to be an investment in the health of the overall communities we serve, plus one or two fundraising events each year.

What kind of fundraising does ITN do?
* Thanks for asking, we have one coming up!  Our annual Walk For Rides will be Saturday, April 28th & will take place at Sport’s World in East Windsor.  It is a multi-generational event with our senior members, their families and their grandchildren making up teams. 

* Brad Davis of WDRC is our Celebrity Chairperson and Joe Ravalese from the Country Diner in Enfield will be our Honorary Community Chairperson.

* This is a great opportunity for businesses in the communities we serve; Somers, Enfield, Suffield, Granby, East Granby, Windsor Locks, Windsor, East Windsor, South Windsor, & Bloomfield. We have room for 4 logos from major sponsors to be on the game board – 2000 soccer family folks are looking at that game board every weekend for their field assignments. Great exposure opportunity!

Aging Facts:

Standard & Poor’s wrote in a recent report “that no other force is likely to shape the future of national economic health, public finances and policy making as the irreversible rate at which the world’s population is aging.”

· 2007 Connecticut Long Term Care Report prepared for the legislature by UCONN says Transportation is the #1 missing service ahead of healthcare, financial resources and community based services for healthcare

· Connecticut has more than 472,000 residents over the age of 65

· Connecticut is the 7th oldest state in the nation

· Connecticut is home to one million baby boomers or roughly 1/3 of its population

· From 2006 to 2030, Connecticut’s older adult population is expected to increase by 64%

· A child born in 2005 in Connecticut is expected to live an average of 80.1 years compared to the US Average of 78 years.  In 2003 the US life expectancy was 77.5 and in 1900 is was 47.3
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