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F. Fred Soliani

F. Fred Soliani was a noted educator and civic activist. His career in the Bristol Public Schools exceeded three decades of caring and concern for the young people of our city. He served as principal of several elementary schools in Bristol and took pride in his fond memories of his young students now grown to adulthood as he met them in travels about the local scene.

In addition to his contributions to Bristol as an educator, Fred frequently volunteered or was appointed to positions of civic service. As a member and past chairman of the Bristol Salvation Army Corps' Advisory Board, he sought to make a difference in the area of human services. A member of the city's Library Board, Fred expanded the educational opportunities for all Bristol citizens. As the first coordinator of the Bristol Education Partnership, a joint effort of the Chamber of Commerce and the Bristol Board of Education, he introduced the concept of adults mentoring city students. Under his leadership, 300 adults worked weekly with students in grades K - 12 to create a bond of support for students in need. Fred’s Mentoring Program was nationally recognized and honored. Numerous mentoring programs throughout the country are modeled after Fred’s program.

As a member of the Bristol Lions Club, Fred held all of the major posts within the organization, including the office of president. For his years of service, Fred was honored as a Life Member in 1999. He was a tireless worker who contributed consistently to each activity of the club. True to his sense of service to others, Fred's last assignment was that of chairman of the Hearing Committee. Within that role he worked with hearing impaired adults and youths to assist them in securing services and equipment necessary to fully function within a hearing world.

F. Fred Soliani was a friend to many within the Bristol/Forestville communities. His warm personality and ability to reach out to others was recognized as a true gift -- a gift Fred used tirelessly to benefit others. 

