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Live the life you want.




45th Annual State Convention
November 4-5-6, 2016
Hilton Garden Inn, Shelton
National Federation Of The Blind Of Connecticut
477 Connecticut Blvd, Suite 217
East Hartford, CT 06108
(860) 289-1971
www.nfbct.org
Live the life you want.
The National Federation of the Blind knows that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. You can live the life you want; blindness is not what holds you back.

NFB Pledge: I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.

National NFB Representative:

Dr. Fred Schroeder, President

Blind World Union

State Affiliate President:

Edward Shaham
National Federation of the Blind of CT

477 Connecticut Blvd, Suite 217

East Hartford, CT 06108

Phone: (860) 289-1971

www.nfbct.org

Convention Committee:
Jim McCollum, Chairman

Cheri Duquette
Deb Reed

Mary Silverberg

Kate Webster

Door prizes will be drawn throughout the convention. 

Drawings for our 50/50 and Basket Raffles will take place at the banquet. Tickets will be on sale throughout the day on Saturday until the time of the drawings. 
50/50 raffle tickets are $1 each or 6 for$5.
Basket Raffle tickets are $5 per envelope of 10 tickets.
Chocolate Paw Pops are back and they are new and improved!! Maryanne Melley and other members are selling them for $3 each to benefit Connecticut Association of Guide Dog Users Division.

Saturday, November 5, 2016
8:00 AM: Continental Breakfast in the Lower Lobby
Registration and Morning Session in the Shelton Room

9:00 AM: Opening Remarks from Edward Shaham, President, NFB of CT
9:10 AM: Overview of LowViz Guide by Dan Roberts of MD Support
9:20 AM: Comments from National Representative Dr. Fred Schroeder, President, World Blind Union
9:50 AM: How Do You Know You’re Ready for Training? By Jack Mendez from the Louisiana Center for the Blind

10:05 AM: Build Your Future with Blindness Skills Training, By Dan Wenzel of BLIND, Inc
10:20 AM: Updates on BESB Services and How the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Relates to Vocational Rehabilitation, by Brian Sigman, Director, CT Bureau of Education & Services for the Blind

10:40 AM: Newest Innovations in Screen Reading and Magnification Technology, by New England Low Vision
11:00 AM: Introduction of Student Scholarship Recipients

11:10 AM: Update on NFB Legislation Advocacy by Jim McCollum, Legislative Coordinator, NFB of CT
11:20 AM: Nick Whitney, Guide Dogs for the Blind will talk about the Process for Getting a Guide Dog

11:35 AM: Serena Olsen, from the San Francisco Lighthouse for the Blind, speaks on her Experiences Serving in the Peace Corps as a Blind Person, and Teaching Blindness Skills Overseas
12:00 PM: Fitness in the Mind’s Eye: Eric White, Owner of a Local Gym, Speaks on Fitness Training in a Gym Environment
12:30 PM: Presentation on New Accessible Voting System, by Peggy Reeves, Director of Elections, CT Secretary of the State’s Office
1:00 PM: Lunch will be served in the Great American Grill Restaurant.
2:00 PM: Steve Famiglietti of Oak Hill Presents Apple TV and the Amazon Echo
2:30 PM: John Panarese of Mac for the Blind Presents Health and Fitness related Apps for Apple’s iOS Devices.

3:00 to 5:00 PM: NFB of CT Exhibit Hall in the Lower Lobby. Below is a list of exhibitors:


Logan Technologies: Braille Labelers and Other Blindness and Low Vision

Silver Lining Technologies: Screen Reading Software and Other Products


New England Low Vision: Low Vision Products and Services


John Panarese, Mac for the Blind: Information about Apple Products


Steve Famiglietti, Oak Hill: Technology Information


CT Bureau of Education and Services for the Blind


Chapter 126: Health and Fitness


Guide Dogs for the Blind: Learn How to Apply for a Guide Dog and if One is Right for You

Charles Gramkow: Braille and Large Print Material on Religion and Spirituality


NFB of Connecticut: KNFB Reader, NFB Newsline, PAC Plan, Diabetes Information

4:30 PM: CT Association of Guide Dog Users Annual Meeting on the 4th floor. Room number to be announced.
Banquet in the Shelton Room:
6:00 PM: Master of Ceremonies: Jim McCollum, Chairman, NFB of CT State Convention
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Fred Schroeder, President, World Blind Union
NFBCT/Coccomo Quarterly Grant Program: Steve Famiglietti
Scholarships Presentation: Bruce Woodward & Nathanael Wales

Raffle Drawings
Sunday, November 6, 2016

Shelton Room

8:30 AM: Breakfast

9:00 AM: Business Meeting and Election of Officer and Two Board Positions

Agenda:

· Roll Call

· Thanks to Dr. Fred Schroeder, our National Rep

· Secretary’s Report: Esther

· Treasurer’s Report: Nathanael

· Elections: Officer and 2 Board Positions

· Birdies for Charity Report: Gary Allen

· BESB: Beth

· SRC: Kimberly

· Vehicle Donation Program: Kimberly

· BCAC: Barb

· PAC Plan: Marie

· 2017 Washington Seminar: The Board has voted on a $600 subsidy; Monday, January 30 through Thursday, February 2, 2017

· Discuss changing CTABS from a division to a committee in order to make is easier for the students. No elections this year.
CT Association of Guide Dog Users Report: Barb

· 2017 BELL Program

· Chapter Reports:

· At-Large: Kimberly

· Central CT: Deb

· East of the River: Marie

· Greater Hartford: Barb

· Middletown: Terry

· Shoreline: Alan

· Southern CT: Encole

· Stamford: John

· Waterbury: Josefina

· Host for January meeting

· Thanks

· Adjournment
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