NFB of CT Affiliate Board 
Meeting Minutes
Saturday, January 17,2026, Hartford Room, 11:00 AM

Call to Order:
Pres. Melley called the meeting of the NFB of CT Affiliate Board to order at 11:05 AM.
Roll Call:
Members Present: Melissa Thompson (Board Member), Allison Arbuckle (Board Member), Mary Silverberg (2nd Vice-President), Maryanne Melley (President), Nathanael Wales (1st Vice-President), Becky Ireland (Secretary), Cheri Duquette (Treasurer), Deb Reed (Board Member).
Members Absent: Veronica Alston (Board Member).
There were also 16 members present from several chapters.
NFB Pledge:
Pres. Melley led the members in the NFB pledge.
Reports:
Minutes for August 2025 Board Meeting
Pres. Melley asked if everyone read the minutes.
Amotion to Approve the August 9,2025 meeting minutes was made by 2nd VP Silverberg.
Second: BM Thompson
Vote: 8 to 0, motion passes, minutes approved.
  8
Treasurers Report: Cheri Duquette
Tr. Duquette gave a treasurer’s report. If you would like a copy, please contact Christina at cthompson@nfb.ct.org.
Comments and Questions:
Beth Rival asked if we were still receiving donations from mailers.
Tr. Duquette replied yes, we are receiving donations.
Pres. Melley explained that Christina has been doing all the mailers. She stated that they will be using a new system to streamline the process. If this proves too difficult for those doing the donation mailers, please let her know. 

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made by Sec. Ireland.
Second: 1st VP Wales.
Vote: 8 to 0, motion passes, report approved.
  
ABPVI – (Advisory Board Persons with Visual Impairments): Kristen Dockendorf
Kristen reported the following:
· April Bluton is working with Adult Services and is settling in fine.
· They are still having issues with funding for Special education and TVI services for children.
· There are still several vacancies on the Board. If interested, please apply.
· Several new TVIs have been hired by BESB. However, there are still not enough TVIs or enou8gh funds to purchase materials that are needed for each student
Comments and Questions:
1st VP Wales asked if the trouble they are having with funding is with the State or Federal government.
Kristen replied that she believes it is both.
Members had a discussion, and several suggestions were made. Such as hiring Paraprofessionals and volunteer readers to help out the TVIs with students. Tr. Duquette suggested we put together a program and the present it to BESB and all local school districts. This will show what we are suggesting and what we have available.
A Motion to accept the ABPVI report was made by TR. Duquette.
Second: 1st VP Wales.
Vote 8 to 0, motion passes, report approved.
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SRC (State Rehabilitation Council): Deb Reed
BM Reed reported the following:
· There are five members whose terms are ending this month, including myself. Three positions have been filled and two are in the application review process. 
· The Blind Advocacy group slot will be filled by the president of the ACB, who is currently being interviewed.
· They now have training materials for new members. It is good for the Council to have some input to see if the applicant will be a good fit.
· The scope of work for a new case management system is being finalized for approval.
· The Vocational Rehabilitation Satisfaction Survey has been sent out, and the final results should be in by the end of December. Also, the Director is working with the SRC on the Consumers statewide Needs Assessment survey. This survey will go out sometime in 2026.    
· When Chairman Magalnick asked Director Jenkins whether or not changes were being made from the Synergy report, she replied that things were status quo and did not want to talk about it at a public meeting.
  
Comments and Questions:
Pres. Melley asked if they included people who did not have a positive outcome with BESB in the survey.
BM Reed replied yes, they were included in the current survey.
  Marchele asked if Deb would be staying on the board for another term.
BM Reed replied no, after two terms you are required to take a break. After a year you can try again to serve on the board.
2nd VP Silverberg asked if someone is interested, who should they contact.
BM Reed said they should contact Vice-Chair Bob Dimaio At 860-463-5216.

Amotion to accept the SRC report was made by 2nd VP Silverberg.
Second: 1st VP Wales.
Vote: 8 to 0, motion passes, report approved.
BCAC: Melissa Thompson
BM Thompson stated that they did not have their meeting and so there is nothing to report at this time. 
PAC Plan – (Pre-Authorized Contribution): Melissa Thompson
BM Thompson reported the following:
· She reminded everyone that members individually or chapters can be donors.
· She stated that when you become a donor you can designate how you would like to make your monthly donations. 
· Many of us may have noticed double payments from your accounts last December. This is due to the fact the system went down in November. The first charge was for November, and the second one was December. Emails had been sent to all donors explaining the situation.
· If you are interested in becoming a donor you can go to nfb.org or contact her.    

New Business
2026 State Convention: Maryanne Melley
Pres. Melley stated that she has heard the complaints about the location of last year’s convention. She asked members to understand they are serving fifty people meals, and the hotel was undergoing renovations at the time.
Pres. Melley asked the Convention Committee to look into hotels in the Hartford area. The main things we need to check are breakout rooms, a large meeting room, room rates, and an accessible location for public and paratransit transportation. She will be sending out the time and date of the first committee meeting.   

Washington Seminar Update: Mary
 Silverberg
2nd VP Silverberg gave the following update:
· Congress is currently out on recess. However, they will meet with the Chief of Staff and/or Legislature Director in each office.
· All seven appointments for the Seminar are all set.
· Staff members have done their research and are ready to talk and listen to what we have to say. They will bring all information to their Representative or Senator they work for. 
 
Protect Education, Employment, and Independent Living Programs:
2nd VP Silverberg stated that this bill will help protect in the administration and the funding that enables these programs. Without funding and trained staff, we could lose all these programs.  She mentioned several Acts, which were made into laws, which require that these programs remain in place.
 
Access Technology Affordability Act and The Blind Americans Return to Work Act:
Joe Kolcznski gave a brief overview about both these bills. The first bill, Access Technology Affordability Act, Will give a $2,000 tax credit to people who purchase adaptive technology. The second bill, the Blind Americans Back to Work Act, will allow blind individuals to work without losing all their benefits if they go over the threshold. It will require the government to treat SSDI like SSI.
    
Invest in Our Members:
Tr. Duquette told members she recently attended a five- hour workshop with the national Office. They told the affiliates they do not want to see us sitting on our money and investing it in our members. So, she suggested a few ways we could do this. She mentioned helping a member in their time of need, help in purchasing technology, etc. The member making the requested must be directly impacted and in good standing with affiliate (their dues are paid). Any member who needs help, please reach out to the Board.
          
Birdies for Charity: Merly Ballesteros
Merly stated it was too early to talk about Birdies for Charity. She said that we did well last year and hopes to do better this year. As soon as we are registered for the event, she will send emails out to let members know how to donate. Tr. Duquette would like to get together with her to go over different payment methods members can use to make their donations. 
 
Vote on Subsidy for National Convention – Board Discussion 
Pres. Melley stated that the National convention will be held at the JW Marriot Hotel, with an overflow hotel, in Austin Texas and the rates will be higher this year. For singles and doubles it is $139 per night, and triples it is $165 per night. She asked the board to approve a grant/travel expense to help with hotel and airfare costs. Members can call the hotel and reserve their rooms now, the number to call is 800-627-7468.

Members had a discussion, looked at airfare rates, and agreed on a $1400 grant/travel expense for the National convention. 
A motion for a $1400 grant/travel expense for the National Convention for members in good standing was made by Tr. Duquette.
Second: BM Thompson
Vote: 8 to 0, motion passes, grant/travel expense approved.
    
Kenneth Jernigan Scholarship:
Pres. Melley told members that The
 Kenneth Jernigan Convention Scholarship application is open. Application deadline is April 15, 2026. This scholarship is available to all first- time attendees of the National convention. She spoke about the requirements for the scholarship, and all the details are on the application. To apply go to nfb.org
National Academic Scholarship:
Pres. Melley stated that each year the National office awards several scholarships at the convention. She said that all students can now apply for the 2026 scholarship program. The application deadline is March 31, 2026. She stated that you will need a letter from her and they will need to write a personal statement. You can find the applications for them on nfb.org under scholarships.

Chapter News
Stanford Chapter: Jim Cronin
Jim shared that in December they enjoyed a Christmas party. He spoke about a guest speaker and other activities they did. He mentioned that a member talked to the local library about having someone come in and assist with technology training. 

Central CT Chapter: Deb Reed 
BM Reed shared that Robin Little spoke at their October meeting, and she was knowledgeable about exercise and nutrition. She also spoke about the newest members speaking about the state convention in November, and their Christmas party in December. 

At Large Chapter: Allison Arbuckle
BM Arbuckle shared that Michele Puzo, of UR community Cares, spoke at the September meeting and provided a lot of helpful information. In October they spoke about White Cane awareness, in November they talked about being thankful and their experiences at the state convention, and in December they had a small Christmas gathering which they all enjoyed. 

Southern Chapter: Merly Ballesteros
Merly Shared that during the government shut down in October, members held a collection and donated everything to the local pantry for those in need. In November they had a very enjoyable luncheon at the Rainbow Room. They also collected funds, toiletries, and other necessities and donated them to the Fellowship House in New Haven. They also have a trip planned to see the Jazz Man in New York. 

    Greater Hartford Chapter: Melissa Thompson
BM Thompson shared that they attended an audio-described performance of A Christmas Carol at The Hartford Stage. The following week they enjoyed their Christmas party. At their February meeting they will talk about outreach opportunities and ways to get information out to the public about the NFB. 
            
April Board Meeting
Pres. Melley asked which chapter would like to host the April Board meeting. 
BM Reed said that Central CT Chapter will host the next Board meeting.

The next scheduled meeting of the NFB of CT Affiliate Board will be April 11,2026, from 11 AM to 3 PM at the Plainville Public Library in the Peter Chase Auditorium.

The meeting adjourned at 3:02 PM.
Respectfully submitted by,
Becky Ireland
Secretary   
