F
2016 STATE CONVENTION 
Friday through Monday, January 15 - 18, 2016
tc  \l 1 "AUGUST 31, SEPTEMBER 1 and 2 "Doubletree by Hilton Westshore
4500 West Cyprus Street 

Tampa, Florida 33607
Phone: 813-879-4800
NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively
In the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind
To achieve Equality, Opportunity, 
And Security for the blind;
To support the policies and programs of the Federation;
And to abide by its constitution.
 Important Convention Information
You must be registered for the Convention to win Door Prizes and to qualify for the hotel’s special Convention Rates!

Door Prizes will be awarded at general sessions and at the banquet. You must be present in the session or on approved NFBF Business to receive a door prize.
Please turn in auction items and door prizes at the NFBF Registration Desk in the Cypress Cove Foyer Friday, January 15 from 4:30 – 6:00 pm.
Exhibit Hall – Banyan Room
Rafael Fernandez, Coordinator

Hours of operation:

Friday, January 15th: 6:00 to 10:00 pm
Saturday, January 16th: 12 Noon to 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 17th: 12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm
Please Note: This agenda is subject to change at any time without notice. 
Schedule of Convention Events
Friday January 15th
4:00 pm to 6:30 pm
NFBF Convention Registration
Cypress Cove Foyer 
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Meet and Greet 
Woodlands Foyer 
Come and meet people you know and those you don’t know. Make new friends and say hello to old friends.
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Exhibit Hall 
Banyan Room 
7:00 pm to 7:50 pm


NFB 411
Cypress Ballroom
Facilitators: Anil Lewis, Executive Director, NFB Jernigan Institute. NFBF Board of Directors
8:00 pm to 9:00 pm 


NFBF Board Meeting 
Cypress Ballroom 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
Come and meet our NFBF 2016 Scholarship Winners!
9:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

NFBF Resolutions Committee 
Cypress Ballroom 
Dan Hicks, Chair, NFB of Florida Resolutions Committee
Saturday January 16th
7:00 am to 8:30 am 
NFBF 2016 Scholarship Breakfast 

Pinewood Salon
NFBF Scholarship Committee and 2016 Scholarship winners only 
Facilitator: Paul Martinez, Chair NFBF Scholarship Committee
8:00 am to 8:55 am 


NFBF Convention Registration 

Cypress Cove Foyer 
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida
9:00 am to 12:00 Noon

General Session 
Cypress Ballroom
9:00 am 

Call to Order 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
9:05 am 




Invocation  
Rev. Annette Crickenberger, Grace Lutheran Church, Tampa Florida
9:10 am 




Welcome to Tampa Opening Ceremonies 
Miranda Kilby, President, Tampa Bay Chapter 
9:15 am 
NFB Pledge and the Pledge of Allegiance
Merry Schoch, Member, Tampa Bay Chapter 
9:20 am 




Official Greeting
Presentation of Proclamation 
Honorable Bob Buckhorn, Mayor, City of Tampa
9:25 am




Roll Call of Chapters 
NFBF Chapter Presidents 
9:35 am 




President's Report 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
9:55 am 
Report from our National Movement
Mark Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind
10:25 am 




Braille and Talking Book Library 
James Woolyhand, Bureau Chief, Florida Braille and Talking Book Library
10:40 am 




Talking Book Reader 
Jack Fox,

10:50 am 




Division of Blind Services Report 
Robert Doyle, Director, Florida Division of Blind Services 

11:10 am 
 



Ticket to Work Program 
Daryl Rosenthal, Public Affairs Specialist, Social Security Administration 
11:30 am 




Spotlight on Adaptive Technology 
Exhibitor’s Showcase 2016! 
11:55 am 




Announcements

12:00 noon



Adjourn

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm  

Lunch Break
12:10 pm to 12:55 pm

Florida Statewide Chapter 
Come and Join or meet the members of the statewide Chapter 
Note:  meet in the Cottonwood side of the Hospitality room which is located in the Cottonwood/Redwood 
12:00 noon to 12:50 pm  

NFBF Convention Registration 
Cypress Cove Foyer 
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida
12:00 noon to 6:00 pm  

Exhibit Hall 
Banyan Room 
12:15 pm to 6:00 pm  

Hospitality 
Cottonwood/Redwood Room 
Saturday General Interest Seminars

1:00 pm to 4:50 pm
1:00 pm to 2:50 PM


Senior Committee 
Pinewood Salon

Come and hear about different topics concerning seniors with Chelsea Bridges, Educator, Tampa Lighthouse for the Blind 

Learn about the prescription identification product from Envision America with Amanda Tomson 
Facilitator: Russ Davis, Treasurer , Jacksonville Chapter
1:00 pm to 2:50 pm


NFBF Deaf-Blind Division Meeting
Cypress Ballroom 
Come and learn how to save and protect yourself from identity theft with
Rob Lindsey, Financial Wellness Expert, West Florida, Regions Bank. Learn different topics with Daryl Rosenthal, Public Affairs Specialist, Social Security Administration 
1:00 pm to 2:50 pm


Apple and Windows Tips and Tricks
Birchwood Salon 
Come and learn what’s new & cool with technology 
Facilitators: Rafael Fernandez and Ryan Mann 
3:00 pm to 4:50 pm 
NFBF Committee to Empower Underserved Populations
Birchwood Salon
Marilyn Baldwin, Chair
3:00 pm to 4:50 pm 
Jobs and Careers
Pinewood Salon 
A  Seminar on Employment for all. Speakers include:
Stephen Holland, Employment Placement Specialist, Florida Division of Blind Services 

Vada Jackson, Job Readiness Employment Specialist, Center for the Visually Impaired, Daytona Beach, Florida 
Career Source 

Facilitator: Peter Cerullo, Employment Opportunity Placement Specialist 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm  


Dinner 
On Your Own
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Let’s Go Build the Federation Party and Auction 
Cypress Ballroom 
With cash Bar, Special guest Paul Clark, Auctioneer 
10:00 pm to 12:00 midnight
Singing with the Stars Karaoke 
Cypress Ballroom
Come and share your talents with Dan “DJ: Hicks! 
Sunday, January 17th 
7:00 am to 8:30 am 
Chapter Presidents Breakfast 
Timberwood Salon 
Chapter and division presidents and vice presidents only
Facilitator: Miranda Kilby, President, Tampa Bay Chapter, 
8:00 am to 8:50 am 
Registration 
(Final Opportunity!)
Cypress Cove Foyer 
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon

General Session 
Cypress Ballroom
9:00 am 




Call to Order 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
9:05 am 




Invocation  

A special presentation by the Tampa Chapter
9:10 am 
Florida Association of Guide Dog Users Report 
Sherrill O’Brien, President, Florida Association of Guide Dog users 
9:20 am 
New to being a mother
Avita Morgan, Member, Tallahassee Chapter 
9:30 am 
 KNFB Reader Update 
Jorge Hernandez, KNFB Reader liaison
9:35 am 




Deaf-Blind Division Report 
Newly Elected FDBD Board Members
9:40 am 




PAC Plan Report 
Merry Schoch, Chair, NFB of Florida PAC Plan Committee
9:45 am 




Legislation Update 
Rashad Morgan, Co-Chair,

NFB of Florida Legislation Committee 
9:55 am 




NFB-Newsline® Report 
Sherri Brun, Chair, NFBF Newsline® 
10:05 am 




Fundraising Report 
Jorge Hernandez, Chair, NFB of Florida Fund Raising committee
10:15 am 
NFBF Committee to Empower Underserve Populations Report 
Marilyn Baldwin, Chair, Committee to Empower Underserved Populations, 

10:20 am 




Rehabilitation Center Update 
Ed Hudson, Bureau Chief, Florida Division of Blind Services Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired
10:35 am




Freedom Scientific Update 
Eric Damery, Vice President, Software Product Management, Freedom Scientific 
10:55 am 




Updates and Changes to Braille
Suzanne Dalton, Supervisor, Florida Instructional Materials Center for the Visually Impaired, Tampa, Florida

Kay Ratzlaff, Coordinator of Statewide Instructional Resources and adjunct professor, Visual Disabilities Program, Florida State University 
Andrea Wallace, District Resource Teacher and adjunct professor, Visual Disabilities Program, Florida State University 
11:10 am 




Client Advocacy 
Walter Blackmon, Conflict Resolution Program Consultant, Florida Division of Blind Services  
11:30 am 




Working Together 
Bridey Collins, MA, Pasco-Hernando State College
11:45 am 




Announcements
11:50 am 




Adjournment 
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm

Lunch Break
12:00 noon to 12:50 pm 
Chapter and Division Secretaries Working Lunch 
Azalea Room 
Facilitator: Sylvia Young, Secretary, Tallahassee Chapter, NFB of Florida 
12:00 noon to 12:50 pm 
Chapter and Division Treasurers Working Lunch 
Hibiscus Room 
Facilitator: Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFBF 
12:00 noon to 5:00 pm

Exhibit Hall 
(Final Opportunity!)


Banyan Room 
Sunday General Interest Seminars

1:00 pm to 4:50 pm 
1:00 pm to 2:50 pm 
Florida Association of Guide Dog Users
 





Birchwood Salon 
"It's All Happening at the Zoo" For You and Your Guide Dog 
Lawrence Killmar, Ph.D., Director, Sr. Vice President, Animal Science and Conservation, Chief Zoological Officer, Lowry Park Zoo 
Also, come and get training Program information from: 
Freedom Guide Dogs - John Byfield 
Guide Dog Foundation - Mike Gallagher 
Southeastern Guide Dogs - Megan Nystrom  

Florida Association of Guide Dog Users Annual Meeting

Sherrill O’Brien, President
1:00 pm to 2:50 pm  
Florida Association of Blind Students
Pinewood Salon 
Come and learn the importance of Networking
Rosalyn Roker, MBA., M.A. Doctorate Student, University of South Florida
Facilitator: Paul Martinez, President 
3:00 pm to 4:50 pm


NFB Technology 
Pinewood Salon 
Come and learn about the many different apps the NFB has. Learn more updates and features of the KNFB Reader, NFB-Newsline®, and the NFB Connect app 
Facilitators: Jorge Hernandez, KNFB Reader Liaison, NFB of Florida, and Sherri Brun, Chair, NFB-Newsline®
3:00 pm to 4:50 pm
Networking for Parents 
Birchwood Salon  
Come join parents who are blind or have blind children 
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm


Convention Banquet 
 





Cypress Ballroom
7:00 pm 




Call to Order and Remarks 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida  
7:05 pm 




Welcome and Introductions
Miranda Kilby, President, Tampa Bay Chapter, Master of Ceremonies
7:10 pm




Invocation 
James Johnson, Member, Florida Statewide Chapter 
 7:15 pm




Introduction of Head Tables 
Miranda Kilby, President, Tampa Bay Chapter, Master of Ceremonies
7:20 pm 




Talking Book Reader
Jack Fox,

8:00 pm 




Keynote Address 
Mark Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind 
8:50 pm 
Presentation of 2016 NFB of Florida Scholarship Winners 
Paul Martinez, Chair, NFB of Florida 2016 Scholarship Committee, 
9:20 pm 
Presentations and Announcements
9:30 pm 




Adjournment
9:45 pm to 11:00 pm
after Dinner Music and Dancing 
Facilitator: Dan Hicks, Treasurer, Tampa Chapter  
Monday, January 18th
7:00 am 
Nominating Committee 
Timberwood Salon
Chapter president’s only
Paul Martinez, Chair, Nominating Committee
8:00 am to 11:00 am 


General Business Session 
Cypress Ballroom
8:00 am 




Call to Order 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
8:02 am 




Invocation 
Robert Thompson, Associate pastor, Love, Peace, Harmony Christian Fellowship, Tampa Florida 
8:05 am 
Why I am a Federationist  
Anil Lewis, Executive Director, NFB Jernigan Institute
8:20 AM 
Treasurer’s Report 


Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida 

8:30 am 




Nominating Committee Report 
Paul Martinez, Chair, NFB of Florida Nominating Committee
8:35 am 




Elections 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
9:55 am 
Resolutions Committee Report 
Dan Hicks, Chair, Resolutions Committee
10:15 am 
Florida Association of Blind Students (FABS) Report 
Newly Elected FABS Board Members
10:20 am 
Final Remarks 
Mark Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind 
10:30 am 
Announcements
10:35 am 
Adjournment
National Federation of the Blind of Florida
Officers and Board of Directors

Denise Valkema, President
Peter Cerullo, First Vice President
Paul Martinez, Second Vice President
Lenora Marten, Secretary
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer
Board Members:
Miranda Kilby

Jorge Hernandez
Rashad Morgan
The National Federation of the Blind of Florida thanks the 2016 Events Committee and everyone else for their dedication and hard work organizing the 2016 state convention.  On behalf of the National Federation of the blind of Florida, we thank you for joining us at our 2016 state convention.  We would like to acknowledge all our sponsors for their generous donations which made the 2016 state convention a great success, as well as everyone who contributed to the development process. The NFBF also extends   our appreciation to President Mark Riccobono, and the Jernigan Institute for all of their support throughout the year.  We look forward to continuing to work with all of you in 2016. Let’s go build the Federation!
Denise Valkema
President
National Federation of the Blind of Florida

