Florida Association of Blind Students Monthly Business Meeting Minutes
Date: December 21, 2025

[bookmark: _heading=h.vncckv5e0yv6]Summary
	The Florida Association of Blind Students met on December 21, 2025. The meeting commenced with a roll call to establish a quorum, followed by a holiday-themed icebreaker in which members shared their favorite seasonal beverages. Officer reports were presented, including a review of the November financial statements and the previous meeting's minutes. A significant portion of the meeting was dedicated to the planning of the "New Year's Telegrams" fundraiser, with detailed discussions on pricing, delivery methods, and content creation. The board also reviewed the eligibility and application requirements for the National Federation of the Blind student scholarship and discussed representation at the upcoming Washington Seminar. The meeting concluded with adjournment.

[bookmark: _heading=h.nrepdjask4l4]Roll Call (6:13 PM)
Officers Present
· President: Z’Leah Liburd
· Vice President: Thomas Dukeman
· Treasurer: Natalie Williams
· Secretary: Niklas Ham (Absent)
· Board Member: Romario Blake
A majority of the board was present. A quorum was established.
Other Participants
· Jose Bohorquez
· Dominic Martinez
· Ricardo Salazar (NABS)

[bookmark: _heading=h.7hrwspf0wb2h]Pledge (6:14 PM)
	President Liburd recited the pledge.

[bookmark: _heading=h.y0oxxpt3ah0s]Belief Statement (6:14 PM)
	President Liburd recited the belief statement.

[bookmark: _heading=h.mu6rqf5t5kjn]Agenda Review (6:14 PM)
	The agenda was reviewed.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ogvxwuw3v5c8]Icebreaker Question (6:15 PM)
	Question: What is your favorite holiday drink?
· Martinez shared a preference for hot chocolate with marshmallows.
· Treasurer Williams shared a preference for hot chocolate made with water, as well as Holiday Cream Coke.
· Salazar described Ponche Crema, a Venezuelan drink similar to eggnog but with alcohol.
· Bohorquez shared a preference for Coquito, a traditional Puerto Rican coconut-based drink.
· Vice President Dukeman stated he enjoys eggnog.
· Board Member Blake shared a preference for Sorrel, a Jamaican hibiscus drink.

[bookmark: _heading=h.dgi6cjp8khe3]Treasurer’s Report (6:22 PM)
November 2025
· Starting Balance: $2,098.55
· Expenses: $70.00
· $50.00 reimbursement to Niklas Ham via Zelle for the rideshare raffle prize
· $20.00 transferred to the scholarship investment fund for the monthly pledge 
· Deposits: $10.00
· $10.00 Dues (Dominic Martinez)
· Ending Balance: $2,038.55
· Motion: Vice President Dukeman motioned to accept the treasurer’s report as read; Bohorquez seconded. All were in favor. The motion carried.

[bookmark: _heading=h.5n7hc1bncm95]Secretary’s Report (6:24 PM)
· Reports: The November minutes were emailed to the membership via the FABS listserv by Secretary Ham on December 20th. 
· September Business Meeting Minutes Motion: Bohorquez motioned to accept the November business meeting minutes as emailed; Treasurer Williams seconded. All were in favor. The motion carried.

[bookmark: _heading=h.40vnmlg4qjce]New Year’s Telegrams fundraiser (6:25 PM)
	The board introduced and discussed a new fundraising initiative called "New Year's Telegrams," intended to spread positivity for the upcoming year. The fundraiser is scheduled to run from January 1st to January 15th, utilizing a Google Form for submissions. The board emphasized that this initiative allows members and supporters to send personalized encouragement to friends and family as they start their new year.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nl4obnjeqz1m]The initiative includes… 
· Standard Telegrams ($3.00): Senders may select from 25 pre-approved inspirational or humorous quotes drafted and vetted by the board. These include themes of resilience, friendship, and holiday cheer.
· Custom Telegrams ($5.00): Senders have the opportunity to craft a fully personalized message, providing a more tailored experience for the recipient.
· Delivery Options: To ensure accessibility and convenience, telegrams can be delivered via text message, email, or as a recorded audio voice message performed by a board member.
· Anonymity: Senders have the option to remain anonymous, adding an element of surprise to the delivery.
· Payment and Timeline: All funds will be collected through Zelle and PayPal. The Google Form will be promoted through the end of December to ensure all messages are prepared for delivery starting January 1st.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2nswwug1lksp]NFB National Student Scholarship (6:40 PM)
· The NFB National Scholarship is now open with a deadline of March 31, 2026.
· Applicants must be legally blind and residing in the U.S., D.C., or Puerto Rico.
· Submission of one essay (700 words), at least one letter of recommendation, and official/unofficial transcripts.
· Proof of legal blindness and an interview with the affiliate president are required.
· Full-time enrollment is required for most awards, though up to 5 scholarships may be awarded to part-time students.

[bookmark: _heading=h.lk5j0e26kzhj]Washington Seminar (6:47 PM)
	President Liburd announced that she will be attending the Washington Seminar. No other members mentioned that they would be going. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.ywrsp5yv6rq]Affiliate Announcements (6:49 PM)
There were no affiliate announcements.

[bookmark: _heading=h.od4em7j40c5r]Adjournment (6:51 PM)
Vice President Dukeman made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Bohorquez seconded; all were in favor. The motion carried. The meeting ended at 6:51 PM.

[bookmark: _heading=h.shxoabhylo41]NFB Pledge
I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.
[bookmark: _heading=h.irvgbk7qjk3b]NFB Belief Statement
We know that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or our future. Every day, we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. Our collective power, determination, and diversity achieve the aspirations of all blind people.
Respectfully submitted,
Niklas Ham
Secretary, Florida Association of Blind Students 
National Federation of the Blind of Florida
