TLC Chapter Meeting Minutes
Date: March 16, 2026
 
This month the chapter met virtually over Zoom. President Millie Rivera called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 

In attendance were Julie Abe (Board Member), Johnna Harrison, Ellen Hayden (Board Member), Will Hendrick, Jenny Holcomb, Grady Mcmahan, Doug Miller, Christi Poore, Ellen Ringlein (Secretary), Millie Rivera (President), Scott Soldan (Treasurer), Fred Trottmon, and Cierra Tourville. Absent board members included Eileen Lie (Vice President) and Joel Zimba (Board Member).

President Rivera opened the meeting with the NFB belief statement. Everyone introduced themselves, participated in an icebreaker, and shared bell ringers. 

The minutes for the January 17th and February 13th meetings, which had been distributed in advance by email, were approved. 

Presidential release 558 was played. Millie asked who was planning to go to national convention: Julie Abe, Ellen Ringlein, and Millie indicated that they were planning to attend. Cierra indicated that mentioned is interested. 

Scott Soldan presented the treasurer’s report. His report covered the two months. The opening balance in January was $817.11 and the closing balance was $1,267.11, which does not include the cash proceeds from the convention love note fundraiser, which have not been deposited yet. The treasurer’s reports were approved. 

In the absence of Affiliate President, Ronza Othman, Ellen gave a brief state report. She reported that the bills members advocated for during the day in Annapolis in January were still in committee. She mentioned the Spring raffle and the Bermuda cruise affiliate fundraisers. She also shared that national convention preregistration is now open and that those requesting financial aid for convention from the affiliate need to apply by March 31. She reminded everyone that the application deadline for NFB state and national scholarships is March 31. Finally, she indicated that the affiliate is holding a Stem2U program for blind middle and high school students on April 18. 

Next Ellen shared the audio of the resolution she drafted regarding the difficulties individuals have in accessing the accessible entrance via rideshare and paratransit to the Baltimore County Government Center, because no address is assigned to this location. After some discussion, the resolution passed. Other Maryland Affiliate chapters who have Baltimore county residents will also be considering this resolution. Once they have all been adopted, we will be approaching Baltimore County government to advocate for the resolution to this situation. 

Johnna presented the helpful hint from a member. She described how she uses a knife to score labels with easily distinguishable marks to differentiates a few items in her refrigerator. 

The discussion topic focused on apps helpful to the blind and everyone share information about the phone apps they found most useful in accomplishing everyday tasks. Some of the apps mentioned included Uzurf, Scribe Me, Chat GPT, Circle Back, Be My Eyes, Audible, Voice Dream Scanner, AIRA, Blind Square, Light Detector, Cash Reader, and Transit. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm.

Respectfully submitted
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ellen Ringlein, Secretary



