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This month the chapter met in person at St. Francis Episcopal Parish and Community Center, 
2216 Pot Spring Rd., Timonium, MD 21093. President Millie Rivera called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

In attendance were Julie Abe (Board Member), Yelena Frankle, Dezman Jackson, Dotty Lyons, Leah Palmer, Ellen Ringlein (Secretary), Millie Rivera (President), and Scott Soldan (Treasurer. Absent Board Members included Vice President, Eileen Lie, and Board Members Ellen Hayden and Joel Zimba.

President Rivera opened the meeting with the NFB belief message. Everyone introduced themselves, participated in an icebreaker, and shared bell ringers. 

The minutes for the April 20 meeting, which had been distributed in advance by email, were approved. 

Scott Soldan gave the treasurer’s report. The opening balance was $1,800.11 and the closing balance is $1,775.11. This balance does not reflect the donation to the Maryland affiliate for BELL, as the check has not yet been cashed. Scott mentioned that he still is having problems with accessing the chapter’s bank account online, because the credentials are tied to the previous treasurer. He will talk with the affiliate president to try to get the situation resolved. The treasurer’s report was accepted. 

This month’s helpful hint from a member focused on how to participate in an exercise class as a blind person. Ellen Ringlein lead the discussion. Everyone agreed that it is important to talk with the instructor to let them know what kind of verbal cues would be helpful. 

This conversation was a prelude to the thirty-minute exercise session lead by Duanita Norman. She started the group with a warm up, continued with various upper and lower body exercises for strength, balance, flexibility, and cardio, and finished with a cool-down. Everyone enjoyed the workout. Duanita concluded by answering questions from the participants. 

Presidential release 560 was played. 

In the absence of Affiliate President, Ronza Othman, Ellen presented a brief state report. She gave details about some upcoming events including the May 20 Senior Issues Division conference call on vacationing as a blind person and the May 30 Advocacy Committee seminar about volunteering. She reminded the group about the May 31 national convention preregistration deadline and gave a heads up about the affiliate’s June 24 national convention orientation on Zoom. Ellen asked those who are interested in volunteering for the July 20-31 Baltimore Bell program to contact Shuketha Johnson. Finally, she mentioned the August 22 Give-a-Hoot fundraiser and the September 18 crab feast scholarship fundraiser. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm.

Respectfully submitted
Ellen Ringlein, Secretary



