National Federation of the Blind of Maryland Greater Baltimore Chapter
Minutes for April 18, 2026 Chapter Meeting

President Chris Danielsen called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM in the Utah Auditorium. Will Hendrick lead the chapter in reciting the NFB Pledge and Cindy Boyd read the NFB belief message. After everyone introduced themselves, Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary were sung. 

Rachel Held, the NFB’s Outreach Coordinator, gave a presentation about the upcoming national Coast to Coast Movement Challenge. This year this fundraising campaign will include not only the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Run, but also events in Pennsylvania and California. In addition, individual NFB chapters are encouraged to mount their own local movement activity. Each chapter is encouraged to appoint a Movement Champion. President Danielsen took a list of individuals interested in taking on this role. 

Lisa Howard and Jeff Ermold were memberized and voted into the chapter. The time of sharing was followed by a moment of silence. President Danielsen read the transcript of Presidential Release 559, as the audio was not available due to technical difficulties. 

State President Ronza Othman gave the state report. She mentioned that Maryland’s Stem2U program was taking place this Saturday. She made various national conventio-related announcements and asked those interested in a potential affiliate flight to let her know as soon as possible. She announced that the affiliate will be hosting four BELL Academies this year; those interested in volunteering for Baltimore BELL should contact Shuketha Johnson, who is serving as the coordinator for the Baltimore program. She then gave a Maryland legislative update. We were able to secure the funding for the NFB’s Center of Excellence in Nonvisual Accessibility. Also, due to our efforts more funding was also made available for the state’s Independent Living for Older Blind program. Our voting and autonomous vehicles bills did not pass, but the affiliate is continuing to work behind the scenes on these issues. President Othman also shared information about the upcoming Give a Hoot Comedy fundraiser on August 22 and the crab feast scholarship event on September 18. 

The reading of the March minutes were suspended, as the audio recording provided by Secretary Bre Brown could not be played, due to technical difficulties. Leah Mattern gave the treasurer’s report: the opening balance was $2,074.94 and the closing balance was $1,054.94. The treasurer’s report was accepted. President Danielsen announced that Leah will be stepping down as chapter treasurer, since she is now serving as state treasurer. He is appointing Danielle McCann to serve as interim treasurer until the next chapter elections. 

Cricket Bidleman shared some information about an accessible art event at Cross Street Market on April 25 and encouraged everyone to participate. She has been advising the organizers on how to make the event accessible to blind participants. 

Karen Anderson led a philosophy discussion about how Structured Discovery applies to the teaching of technology. 

Several announcements followed. Karen Anderson gave details about the upcoming tactile art teaching event sponsored by the American Action Fund for Blind Children and Adults. Marguerite Woods announced the Maryland Senior Issues Division’s May 20th conference call. Jesse Shirek won the 5050 raffle. The chapter meeting adjourned at 12:28 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 
Ellen Ringlein, Acting Secretary
