[image: image1.emf]

Donna J. Wood 
President 

National Federation of the Blind of Kansas 
11405 W. Grant Wichita, KS 67209 

316-640-0650
donnajwood@cox.net

Dear Disability Services/Vocational Rehabilitation professionals,


The National Federation of the Blind of Kansas is pleased to invite you to our 2011 convention seminar, ‘COLLABORATIVE STRATEGIES FOR EMPLOYMENT SUCCESS’.  This continuing education seminar will be facilitated by employment placement specialist and leadership strategist Buna Dahal (http://www.dynamicbuna.com) and will offer the opportunity for blind persons, employers, vocational rehabilitation counselors, and job placement professionals to come together.  I have included in this document information on Ms. Dahal, the seminar agenda, and registration forms for the seminar and our 2011 state convention.

Rehabilitation and special education professionals who are currently working in the blindness field will be eligible for CEU credits approved by the Kansas Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board.  Attendees can expect to:
· learn/review innovative concepts which will enable them to produce measurable improvements in their placement rates
· gain insights on connecting, building and maintaining employer relations for consistent job development
· learn/review strategies for enhancing in-take profiles of blind and visually impaired clients who have additional disabilities
· learn/review methods of respect for cultural differences combined with teaching their clients how to overcome these barriers.


All attendees are invited to join us for a luncheon panel presentation sponsored by Nanopac Inc. Nanopac is a provider of assistive technology for persons who are blind or disabled.  Blindness rehabilitation experts and blind consumers  will discuss technology and training to be competitive in the job market; a box lunch will be provided.  (www.nanopac.com) 
Please join us in the first of what we hope will be ongoing education collaboration.  Please contact me using the above information if you have any questions.  Please consult http://www.nfb.org for more information about our organization.  Please consider attending the whole of the NFB of KS convention I believe that you will find the experience invaluable in your ongoing work with blind persons.  
Donna J. Wood
President 

National Federation of the Blind of Kansas

COLLABORATIVE STRATEGIES FOR EMPLOYMENT SUCCESS

Sponsored by: National Federation of the Blind of Kansas

Wichita, Kansas

Date: Friday, October 21, 2011

Presented by: Buna Dahal

Leadership Strategist

DynamicBuna, Inc.

Centennial, Colorado

12:00-12:50 p.m.
Luncheon and technology presentation sponsored by Nanopac Inc. “Assistive technology for people who are disabled”.
Program Agenda

1:00-1:30 p.m.

Introductions  –  What do you hope to gain from this training?  

1:30-1:45 p.m. 

Is your client job-ready?  –  Evaluation techniques that work  

1:45-2:00 p.m. 
What vocational goal is realistic, obtainable and exciting? – Assisting your client through this process  

2:00-2:15 p.m. 

Brainstorming exercise
2:15-2:30 p.m. 

The Wholistic Approach: an innovative strategy
2:30-2:45 p.m.
Working effectively with a wide spectrum of the blind and visually impaired
2:45-3:00 p.m. 

We are a team
3:00-3:15 p.m.

Break
3:15-3:30 p.m.

Successful methods of vocational exploration
3:30-4:00 p.m.

Making connections, building and maintaining relationships
4:00-4:15 p.m. 

Employers are community partners
4:15-4:30 p.m.
Convincing our partners to believe in the blind and visually impaired
4:30-4:45 p.m.

Success in the work place: what does it take?  

4:45-5:00 p.m.

Evaluation and closing remarks
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MEET BUNA DAHAL!

“The powerful personality generates positive energy and creativity.” -- Buna Dahal  

A dynamic Leadership Strategist, Buna Dahal is an expert in teaching people how to think out of the box. She has demonstrated this ability by inspiring her clients to discover new, innovative, creative and empowering experiences. 

Buna is highly skilled in marketing persons with different abilities to the business world. In a staffing market where over 70% of the working-age blind and visually impaired remain unemployed, she has maintained an annual placement rate of over 85%. Buna has consistently achieved 100% placement with her work-experience and intern clients annually. While working as the Employment Specialist for the Colorado Center for the Blind she cultivated an average of 48 employer relations per year since 2000. She has successfully planned, organized and delivered a wide range of training sessions, workshops, seminars and job fairs both locally and nationally. Throughout her years of creating job-readiness curricula, networking events, and staff development programs, Buna has always focused on developing long-term relationships with the hiring authorities and prospective employers. She has well established relationships with Workforce Investment One-Stop Centers. 

Born and raised in Nepal, Buna has been blind since birth. At 18 she was awarded a scholarship to study in the United States. 

At an early age Buna realized that she had a dream… not just to survive but to live. She had a desire to spread her wings because she knew there is much more in life than just existing. Today she fully lives her life with confidence and competence by inspiring others across the globe. 

The national and international media has published numerous articles and interviews touching upon her personal and professional success. In this respect her story was recently featured in CBS-Channel 4 Colorado, Morning News. Buna was invited to present an empowering speech at the United Nations in 2007. In 2006, when Buna went home to visit her family for the first time in 16 years, Nepal Television and Kantipoor Television interviewed her. For promoting literacy she was recognized as a community leader by the City of Littleton, Colorado during the 2004 National Library of the Month celebration. MSNBC hailed Buna Dahal as a “Young Inspirational Leader” in a nationally broadcast interview in 2000.

Buna believes, “Retaining the job requires more creativity than obtaining a job.”  

National Federation of the Blind of Kansas
2011 Convention Seminar Registration Form

‘STRATEGIES FOR EMPLOYMENT SUCCESS’
The seminar will take place on Friday October 21st from 1-5pm at the Wichita Airport Hilton: 2098 Airport Road; Wichita, KS 67209. Call for room reservations at 316-945-5272.     Cost is $75 per person.  NFB of KS members may attend free of charge Please contact Donna J. Wood at 316-650-0650 if you have any questions.   Further information regarding room location will be forthcoming.  Please make checks payable to NFB of KS.  Please return form and payment to:

 Tom Page 
1451 Fairview 
Wichita, KS 67203 

Name 

Organization
Address

Telephone

Cell 

Email

# of persons attending 


x$75=

total

# attending luncheon
Registration for the

NFBKS State Convention

October 21-23,, 2011

Please send registration form and payment to Bob Fuller at 1746 Mississippi St., Lawrence, KS 66044. Please make checks payable to the National Federation of the Blind of Kansas. 

If you are registering multiple attendees, please include all names of those you are registering. 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pre-registration:  $5.00

Registration at the door:  $10.00

Luncheon: $10.00

Banquet:  $20.00

Do you plan to attend the seminar entitled STRATEGIES FOR EMPLOYMENT SUCCESS to be held on Friday, October 21 from 1-00 to 5-00 p.m.?   If you are a member of the National Federation of the Blind of Kansas, you may attend the seminar free of charge.  Otherwise, there will be a $75 fee for attending Friday’s seminar. 

The convention will be held at the Airport Hilton which is located at 2098 Airport Road; Wichita, KS 67209. Call for room reservations at 316-945-5272.    Room rates are $72 per night. The hotel is holding a block of rooms until October 7, after which time any unreserved rooms will be released. Please come and join us in changing what it means to be blind in Kansas!
