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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

By Tom Page


Greetings Kansas federationists, I hope this convention mailing finds you well!  We will gather in just one month to celebrate our victories, mourn our losses, and strategize  together on how we can achieve our organizational and personal goals in 2017.  This last year has been an active one for the NFB of KS and we are on the move!

We will celebrate the landmark agreement between  Wichita State University and Emily Schlenker, a blind student [and president of our South Central Chapter ed.].  We will mourn the condition of blindness rehabilitation in Kansas and education for our blind children.  Our student group and our affiliate will elect executive members and so much more.  No matter what your age or interests I think you will find something of interest at this convention.  There is more from our convention chairperson Ms. Donna Wood in the next article.  

In line with our convention theme we will focus on public policy that effects blind people.  We will review, discuss, and develop our approach to changing the direction of these policies in Kansas.  We have invited many elected officials and representatives of state and private agencies to inform us about their work as we inform them about ours.

I am pleased to announce that Patti Gregory-Chang will be our national representative.  I have had the pleasure of working with Patti on our national scholarship committee for some years and know that she will bring energy, friendship, and inspirational leadership to our convention.  Her knowledge and expertise will be appreciated as we tackle the tough issues facing blind Kansans.  Her biography is printed    

If all of this isn't enough we will also be enjoying our personal reunions meeting new people and hiving fun!  I have been told that the banquet band welcomes requests!   The state board has allocated funds to help people attend this convention and to empower the chapters to provide group transportation.  Contact your local chapter president for information.  I hope to meet and spend time with each one of you next month!

STATE CONVENTION

By Donna Wood 


Happy Thanksgiving! Merry Christmas! and Happy New Year! But wait! Before we get to the holidays and get so busy let’s take time out for the National Federation of the Blind of Kansas.  THE NFBKS will hold our 48th Annual State Convention November 4-6, 2016 at the Ramada Inn 420 SE. 6th Ave. Topeka, KS 66607.  We are pleased to have negotiated a room rate of $89 for our group!  For reservations call 785-234-5400.  The 2016 state convention theme will be "The Making of Blindness Policy".  

The NFBKS WELCOMES! Patti Gregory-Chang as our National Representative. Patti is an attorney, advocate, wife and mother.  Included in this newsletter is a Patti Gregory-Chang bio. We are looking forward to meeting and getting to know Patti and for her to know us.  


The convention will begin on Friday, November 4th.  In the afternoon there will be a seminar on “The ABC's of the NFB”.  The Kansas Association of Blind Students (KABS) will hold a Students Seminar from 3-5 PM.  Concurrent with the student’s seminar there will be a workshop on resolution writing.  

Registration will begin at 5 PM.  Friday evening events are Hospitality, Vendors, Resolutions and a Nominating Committee meeting.  Everyone is welcome!   

 
Saturday is the general session day.  Registration is at 8:00 AM and at 9:00 AM general session begins.  Saturday we will hear from the National Representative, the State President, Rehabilitation professionals, students and others.  Some of the topics that will be presented are legal issues, chemistry, rehabilitation, Newsline, and the Braille Enrichment in Literacy and Learning (BELL) program. 

Saturday evening will be the banquet with Patti Gregory-Chang as the keynote speaker.  
Scholarships will be awarded after the keynote address.  Prior to the banquet there will be a Happy Hour and immediately following the banquet there will be a band with dancing and an open cash bar.  


Sunday is the final day of convention, which is the business meeting of the NFBKS.  We will hold elections, vote on resolutions, hear reports from committees, divisions and chapters. There is so much more to be found at the NFBKS State Convention.  You will find camaraderie, knowledge, resources, and support.  Come and join us and “Live The Life You Want”.  Can't wait to see you November 4-6, 2016 in Topeka.  
Patti Gregory-Chang, Board Member

Attorney, Advocate, Mother
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Patti Gregory-Chang was born in May of 1963. She never had vision in her right eye and has been blind since the age of twelve, when the sight in her left eye began failing as a result of microthalmia. For Patti, however, her blindness is no more interesting or important than any of her other characteristics, such as being a woman or an attorney.

Growing up in Harbor Springs, Michigan, Patti lived a normal life, learning early that blindness was not a tragedy. “We lived in town. My younger brother Gerry and I hung out. I did winter sports and worked a little in the summer. My parents (Eve Lauer and Donald Gregory) did a good job of treating me like anyone else. They had high expectations,” she said.


After graduating from Harbor Springs High School in 1981, Patti planned to attend school with hopes of becoming a teacher of the visually impaired. After earning her teaching certificate at Michigan State University, she discovered a passion for law and enrolled at the University of Chicago Law School.


Patti graduated from law school in 1988 and has worked in the City of Chicago Law Department ever since. She began her tenure there in the Traffic Division and then worked her way up to assistant corporation counsel. In this position she prosecuted housing court matters in the Circuit Court of Cook County and handled collection matters for the Building and Land Use Litigation Division of the City of Chicago Law Department.


In 1998 Patti became senior assistant corporation counsel for the City of Chicago Law Department.
In this role she prosecutes cases, supervises attorneys prosecuting cases, coordinates law clerks and externs, and serves on various committees and task forces. She belongs to several professional associations and is active in the Municipal Administrative Law arena in Illinois.


Patti first joined the National Federation of the Blind in 1981 in Michigan. She moved to Illinois in 1985 and has been increasingly active ever since. She served as Chicago chapter president and as first vice president of the Illinois affiliate before becoming president in 2006. She was elected to the National Federation of the Blind board of directors in 2008, and was appointed by President Maurer to chair the National Federation of the Blind Scholarship Committee in 2011.


“The NFB is huge. When I found the NFB, I realized that its philosophy was the same as the one I had fortunately grown up with: “blind people are able to live full and productive lives just like any sighted person. We want the same chances to succeed as everyone else. With the right techniques, blindness can be reduced to an inconvenience, rather than being a tragedy.””


The NFB's monthly publication, the Braille Monitor, has featured several articles by Patti on a variety of blindness topics: Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and the Illinois affiliate of which she is president. She is also a frequent contributor to the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA) Administrative Law Section newsletter.

Patti and her husband Francisco Chang have raised two children. Francisco is an RN with several national certifications. They were married in 1984. "I love to brag about my kids, John, a graduate of the University of Illinois at Urbana, and Julia, who attends the University of Illinois at Urbana now. They both excel and care about people. They are really special," she said.


Patti and Francisco work to strike a balance among the priorities in their lives: work, family, philanthropy, and play. Francisco has tri-citizenship because he is of Chinese descent and was raised in Belize. As a result of her husband's experiences, Patti administered practice exams and review sessions for permanent residents trying to obtain US citizenship at the Pui Tak Center in Chicago from 2002 to 2006.

“When we find time in our busy schedules, one of our favorite things to do is travel,” Patti said. “We have traveled extensively in Central America, and Mexico.” Wherever the Changs go, they illustrate the NFB's core belief that blind people are normal people who cannot see, and their lives and contributions can be as rich and valuable as those of anyone else.

NFB in Communities of faith

By Tom Anderson 


Over the last few months, this division has been working to educate the public regarding the capabilities of blind people.  

First of all, we discussed how Jesus dealt with blind people in the Bible.  He dealt with each person individually, knowing that each person is different.  There was no trace of the patronizing behavior that we often see by well-meaning church members in our day.  

We established a committee to prepare a brochure about our division and our willingness to educate congregations regarding the ability of blind members to participate fully in the activities of the particular place of worship.  


Members of the division are now working to contact places of worship to speak with their members regarding this matter.  


The Communities in Faith meets the first Thursday of the month, at 7:00 PM, by conference call.  You can join us by calling (916) 233-4200 for those with unlimited long distance.  Those who need toll free dial 866-476-8702.  The participant pin number is 950655.  If you have questions feel free to contact the division President Tom Anderson at tanderson81452@gmail.com or by phone at (303) 842-9661.  

Jayhawk Chapter Update

By Rob Tabor


After a somewhat languid summer hiatus due in part to some of our members attending the 2016 national convention, The dedicated members of the proud Jayhawk Chapter are back to the old salt mines. On September 7 we held a fundraising supper at Freddy's Frozen Custards and Steakburgers. The event ran for three hours and is expected to bring us at least $200. This is the third Freddy's fundraiser for our chapter and I am very pleased with the positive relationship we have developed with the management team there.


On October 13 the Jayhawk chapter will hold and is storing first accessible arts fundraiser. The event will take place at the Cider Gallery located at 810 Pennsylvania St. here in beautiful Lawrence in the arts District just east of the downtown area. The accessible arts show will feature a variety of artwork contributed by local and regional artists whose works can readily be enjoyed and appreciated in nonvisual media such as sculpture, ceramics, beadwork, macramé  and related Needleworks, and tactile acrylic painting, just to name a few possibilities. These works will be available for sale to the general public and we will divide a percentage of sale proceeds with contributing artists. The steering committee for the accessible art show event is comprised of Renee Morgan, Susan Tabor, and Jim Secor. This historic event will double both as fundraiser and as our meet the blind month event. In addition to the accessible arts show we will be presenting a meet the blind month and white cane day proclamation to be signed by our mayor during a meeting of the Lawrence city commission. The commission meetings are broadcast on local cable television which provides us an excellent platform to promote the accessible arts show.


Even for all the activity going on in our chapter, we are gearing up for the election of officers to be held either in our September or October regular meetings. We are also very eager to host the upcoming state convention during the first week of November in Topeka.


The Jayhawk chapter conducts its regular monthly meetings on the third Saturday of each month from 1:00 PM to 3 PM at the Lawrence public library at 707 Vermont. The specific meeting room varies from month to month, but we nearly always meet in one of the spacious meeting rooms in the basement of the library.

For further information about the activities and programs of the Jayhawk Chapter you may contact Rob Tabor, chapter president by telephone at 785-865-9959 or by email at rob.tabor@sbcglobal.net 

Johnson County Chapter Report 

By Susan L. Stanzel


On May 21st Tom Anderson and Ashley Neybert spoke at the Macular Degeneration conference. They enjoyed distributing literature and talking with participants. Ashley was specifically able to give everyone an insight on losing her sight.


We sent four members to the national convention: Tom and Linda Anderson, Ashley Neybert, and myself. We all enjoyed it! The chapter gave each person $150 toward their expenses. There isn’t any point in making money if we don’t spend it for important events.


Speaking of raising money, Martha, Ashley, Tom, and I attended the Kansas City Missouri Walk for Independence. I believe we will raise possibly $1,000 by the time all the money is collected.


We voted to get a van to go to the state convention in Topeka. The chapter will pay for the gas, driver, and driver expenses. The affiliate will only need to pay for the van rental. It looks like we might fill the van, but if there were any spaces left at the time of the convention, we naturally could pick a couple of people up in Lawrence.


I appreciate all the support I have received following the death of my sister Sheila on June 25th. It seems as though we have all had losses during this year.


We look forward to seeing everyone at the state convention in Topeka!

Meadowlark Chapter Activities
By Anya Avramenko


The Meadowlark chapter is the NFB Kansas at large chapter that meets over the phone. This chapter is for those individuals across the state who do not have local chapters but still would like to participate in NFB affairs. We meet the third Friday of each month at 7 PM Central time via conference call. The number is: (866)476-8702, and the code is: 950655. Together we listen to the presidential release, a monthly report made by the NFB president about news and events in the NFB, and comment on the information that we found interesting.


Due to inability to frequently meet in person, we do not do a lot of community outreach. However, one of the new things that we incorporated in our monthly meetings to make them more exciting is philosophy discussions. Each member brings up a blindness related topic that he or she would like to talk about, and everyone is encouraged to participate. This helps the current and new members better understand the NFB philosophy and hear different points of view, especially if the issue is very controversial. Additionally, we invite guest speakers to our call. It can be someone from the national board who talks to us about leadership in general, and how to make our at-large chapter stronger, or it can be someone from a different division or chapter who has something interesting to share. We invite everyone to check us out and to learn what we do as the National Federation of the Blind. For more information please call president, Anya Avramenko, at (720)499-4730

South-Central Chapter Update 

By Donna Wood 


The South-Central chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of Kansas meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month.  Chapter meetings are held at the Wichita Public Library at 223 S. Maine Wichita, KS 67201, on the 3rd floor, in the Board Room from, 1:00-3:00 PM.  The President of the South-Central Chapter, Emily Schlenker can be contacted atemilyschlenker@cox.net or by phone at (316) 644-4227.  We invite you to join us.  


South-Central Chapter members have been busy with in their personal lives and in the NFB.  Members were involved in the development and coordination of the affiliates first “Braille Enrichment in Literacy and Learning” program.  This was a 2 week long project working with children from the ages of 4-12 to learn braille, cane travel and other blindness skills.  Envision provided the location for the NFB of Kansas BELL Program.  The dates of the program were July 11-22, 2016.  Three of our members attended the National Convention in Orlando, Florida last July.  In September on the 3rd Saturday we are having a social at the El Mexico Café.  In October we will be donating a braille map, to the Teacher of the Visually Impaired elementary school program.  The South-Central chapter members will also be volunteering in the National Association of Blind Students (NABS) “White Cane Relay Race”, that will be taking place in October at Wichita State University.  


We CONGRATULATE! Serena Nickell on the upcoming birth of a baby girl.  Serena and baby are doing well and the chapter is looking forward, with joy, to the addition to our membership.  

Student Division Update
By Anya Avramenko 


The Kansas Association of Blind Students (KABS) soon is going to celebrate its one-year anniversary. We are proud of achieving so much success throughout this exciting and productive year. Our students work with a lot of passion and enthusiasm on a variety of activities, including organizing fundraisers, making trips to college campuses in recruitment efforts, and a lot more. For example, one of our most successful fund raisers was a nut sail at the NFB national convention. We’ve sold 130 pounds of nuts of different kinds from the specialty Nut store in Wichita Kansas. This fundraiser was tremendously fruitful as we were able to raise about $500. We are looking forward to our state convention in November, where we are planning to have a 50-50 raffle fundraiser, and it will be a lot of fun. It is important for us to raise money because we want to be able to provide financial assistance for our students to go to national conventions, Washington Seminars, and to travel around the state with presentations about our organization.

Even though our Division has grown throughout the year, today our main focus remains to be recruitment. We want more blind students in Kansas to know that there is the NFB Student Division to whom they can turn for information, assistance, and support. We want blind students to be able to take advantage of the resources that we offer and to join us in a collaborative effort in changing what it means to be blind.


KABS meets every other week on Sundays at 8 PM Central time via conference call. The number to dial is: (866)476-8702, and the code is: 950655. Anyone who is interested in learning more about KABS and/or become a member is welcome to call in. Also, for additional information or questions, feel free to call the president of KABS, Anya Avramenko, at (720)499-4730

Registration for the 

NFB of KS State Convention 

November 4-6, 2016 

Please send registration form and payment to Bob Fuller using paypal at treasurer@nfbks.org or  1812 Mississippi St., Lawrence, KS 66044. Please make checks payable to the National Federation of the Blind of Kansas.   

If you are registering multiple attendees, please include all names of those you are registering.   Please include the total number of registrations and meals.

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________

Pre-registration: [  ] x $5.00 

Registration at the door: [  ] x $10.00 

Luncheon: [  ] x $15.00 

Banquet:  [  ] x $25.00 

Please note if you would prefer a vegetarian meal: 

Ramada Inn , 420 SE. 6th Ave ,Topeka, KS 66607

For reservations call 785- 234-5400 Reservation deadline: November 20, 2015

When making your reservation please indicate that you want the NFB KS convention room rate ($89).  

Please come and join us in celebratingliving the lives we want! 


