
Resolution 2025-02 Regarding adoption and enforcement of Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) in Kansas
WHEREAS, the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board of the Federal Highway Administration has published the Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG), which provide best-practice guidance for the design, construction, and alteration of pedestrian facilities in the public right-of-way; and
WHEREAS, the PROWAG guidelines ensure that sidewalks, pedestrian street crossings, pedestrian signals, and other facilities for pedestrian circulation and use constructed or altered in the public right-of-way by state and local governments are readily accessible to and usable by pedestrians with disabilities inincluding blindness; and
WHEREAS, Kansas has experienced a substantial and worsening pedestrian safety problem — including 38 pedestrian deaths and over 4,000 reportable pedestrian injuries in 2023      according to the Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office, and a 67% increase in pedestrian deaths since 2018, thereby demonstrating that existing measures have not sufficiently reduced pedestrian fatalities and serious injuries; and
WHEREAS, some Kansas municipalities, including Wichita, have recently undertaken street alteration projects which have not consistently followed PROWAG guidance, resulting in pedestrian facilities that are less safe and less accessible for people with blindness and other disabilities; and
WHEREAS, adopting PROWAG as the minimum statewide standard will promote uniform, accessible, and safer pedestrian infrastructure for all Kansans while reducing confusion and inconsistent local practices;
Now, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of Kansas in convention assembled this 2nd day of November, 2025, in the city of Wichita, Kansas, that this organization strongly urges the Kansas Legislature to enact legislation to  adopt the  PROWAG Guidelines as the minimum statewide standard for the design, construction, alteration, and maintenance of pedestrian facilities within the public right-of-way across the State of Kansas; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such legislation require all state agencies and municipalities to:
· adopt and implement PROWAG as the baseline standard for public right-of-way projects;
· incorporate PROWAG requirements into policies, design manuals, permitting, and procurement processes; and
· provide training and technical assistance to municipal planners, engineers, and contractors to ensure consistent, accessible implementation of PROWAG principles; and
BE iIT FURTHE RESOLVED that we call upon the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) to establish timelines and enforcement mechanisms for bringing existing and future public right-of-way projects into compliance, including:
· a phased compliance schedule appropriate to the scale of projects and available funding;
· requirements that any federally or state-funded right-of-way project meet PROWAG minimum standards; and
· reporting requirements for state agencies and municipalities to document progress toward compliance; and
BE It FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon both   KDOT and the Kansas Legislature to prioritize funding and technical support for retrofitting unsafe or inaccessible pedestrian facilities, and for collecting data on pedestrian crashes and accessibility barriers to inform ongoing improvements; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization will:
· advocate for the proposed legislation and provide testimony, technical expertise, and community input during the legislative process;
· work collaboratively with state and local officials to support training and outreach on PROWAG implementation; and
· monitor and report progress on PROWAG adoption and enforcement across the state.
