Resolution 2025-03 Regarding the Consolidation of Blindness Services Under a General Disability Services Agency
WHEREAS, each state in the United States is required to maintain a state rehabilitation agency to address the vocational, educational, and independent living needs of people with disabilities, including those who are blind or have low vision; and
WHEREAS, the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) currently supports vocational rehabilitation programs, supported employment, and the Independent Living Services for Older Individuals Who Are Blind (OIB) program in all fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and four United States territories; and
WHEREAS, RSA identifies 34 states and territories with combined vocational rehabilitation agencies that serve all people with disabilities, and 22 states and territories with separate agencies specifically serving those who are blind and have low vision; and
WHEREAS, Congress has long recognized the unique and specialized needs of blind people—including training methods, adaptive equipment, and communication tools—through legislation such as 29 U.S.C. § 701(a)(1)(A), as amended in the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and
WHEREAS, a 2010 study conducted by the National Council of State Agencies for the Blind (NCSAB), through Mississippi State University’s Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) on Blindness and Low Vision, found that individuals served by separate blindness agencies were more likely to achieve competitive, integrated employment, earn wages above minimum wage, and participate more fully in the workforce compared to those served by combined agencies; and
WHEREAS, the study further concluded that blind and low-vision clients of separate agencies were more likely to receive the targeted, specialized services essential for acquiring independent living skills and achieving educational and employment success; and
WHEREAS, the specialized training blind people require—such as orientation and mobility, Braille literacy, access technology, and other tailored supports—are best delivered through a dedicated blindness agency; and
WHEREAS, consolidating services for the blind into general disability agencies may appear efficient, but in practice, it results in diminished service quality and poorer outcomes; and
WHEREAS, the diverse needs of people with disabilities—including those who are blind, deaf or hard of hearing, cognitively disabled, or who use wheelchairs—require different approaches and expertise that cannot be met through a “one-size-fits-all” model: Now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the  Blind of Kansas in Convention assembled this tsecond day of November, 2025, in the city of Wichita, Kansas, that this organization urge the Kansas state legislature and Kansas Rehabilitation Services (KRS)  to establish and maintain a separate agency serving the blind, independent of general disability service agencies; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization urge all currently combined agencies to develop a plan to establish separate blindness-specific agencies to ensure the provision of specialized services; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization call upon legislatures and agencies serving the blind to collaborate with the National Federation of the Blind to build effective, responsive, and accountable services for blind Americans; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization urge all blindness service agencies to include substantial representation—at least 50 percent—of blind people on their governing boards.




