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Note from the editor

I edited the original text of the meeting minutes from November 14, 2010 and received any necessary clarification in regards to content from Liz Bottner, IABS President.  Any incorrect or inconsistent information presented herein is the responsibility of IABS and its leadership.  The editor assumes no responsibility for content.  
Illinois Association of Blind Students

Minutes from 11/14/2010

IABS Board Meeting
Introductions 

Liz: Liz got to see some family when they came through Chicago.
Rose: Her mom came to school; they saw the Secret Garden, a musical.
Chris: Chris’ nephew turned 2 today!  Chris got to hang out with him!  (
Ronza: Ronza has her performance review: She is going to get a raise!!  

Debbie: This morning Debbie went to a sculpture class, and started trying to make a horse.  

Ally: Ally went to a wedding yesterday, and she got to see some of her great friends.  

Old Business
There was no old business which warranted discussion at the present time.  

IABS election at State Convention

Texas convention
 Texas had an interesting way of handling the voting process.  Each candidate has a bucket with their name on it.  All eligible voters are given a chip which they are to put into the bucket of the candidate they want to vote for.  

Illinois 
We used squares of paper and instructed voters to remove the corner, or corners, of the square which corresponded to a candidate.  We found that this approach worked better because we could regulate the process much easier.  We knew how many pieces of paper were out at all times.  We found our method to be secure and reliable.  
Contested positions Within IABS

 Some people were upset by the number of contested positions there were during this years convention.  As an organization, we see contested elections as a huge positive.  When an office is sought after by many, rather than given to one, it demonstrates a growth in the organization.  It also encourages diversity among the board.    
IABS Outing
The outing was a great success.  Dr. Mauer, President of the National Federation of the Blind, really enjoyed it.  We hope to host a student outing each year because it seems to have become a tradition, but this depends on a few factors such as location, price, and interest.  Liz hopes to keep the outing as part of our contribution to state convention.
Committees  
This is the current list of committees, although we could add more at a later date.
Sales
Programs and Special Events
PR (Public Relations)

Outreach
Membership
New Business 

Braille Readers are Leaders  
Braille Readers are Leaders is a contest that promotes the use of braille among individuals who are blind or visually impaired.  As a whole, we need to come up with a way to support Braille Readers are Leaders.  This should be discussed at the first general meeting.  

As of 11/14/2010 there are twelve (12) adults and thirty-two (32) children registered as Illinois residents participating in Braille Readers are Leaders.  The board discussed the possibility of mentoring less experienced Braille readers throughout the contest.  As mentors we would give advice on how to improve reading speed/accuracy, as well as offering information about Braille education and Braille supply resources such as APH, NLS, and the Hadley School for the Blind.  

Discussions regarding this topic ultimately led to the general consensus that mentoring would be a good idea, but we need to check with Patti because there is a mentoring committee in place already.    
NABS Pennies for Pages 

Pennies for Pages is a fund raising initiative headed up by NABS (National Association of Blind Students).  We need to figure out how to support this initiative.  
Last year IABS donated money to Pennies for Pages in order to help support NABS and braille literacy.  Nobody affiliated with IABS heard back from NABS concerning how the money was spent.  NABS claimed that all of the money was going into the literacy fund, when in reality it was going to the general fund.  The question is, do we donate money this year when we are still unsure of how the money donated last year was spent?  We will discuss this and make a final decision at our first general meeting.
Upcoming NABS call

NABS will be hosting a conference call On November 21, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. eastern time.  The conference call will discuss the differences between cane travel and traveling with a dog guide. This is an open call and all are encouraged to attend.

NFB National Scholarship Program

Every year at national convention the NFB awards over $30,000 in scholarships.  All eligible students are encouraged to apply.  When you apply for the national scholarship as an Illinois resident you are also applying for the Illinois state scholarship.  New members are encouraged to apply.  As our ranks continue to grow, the number of those applying for scholarships will increase.  With each passing year we see a growing interest in the scholarship program, and we see this growth as encouraging.  Good luck to all who apply!
Washington Seminar 2011
All Washington Seminar applications are due to Patti Chang, NFBI President, no later than December 1, 2010.  In order to obtain the necessary forms please e-mail Patti Chang at pattichang@att.net 

Meetings
We are required by our constitution to have at least one business meeting per year.  Board meeting are called on an as needed basis and the business meeting is held at the NFBI state convention.
Parent Seminar 2011
This spring NFBI plans to hold a parent seminar in either Chicago or Springfield Illinois.  In 2010 NFBI held a parents seminar.  The idea to run the parent seminar in conjunction with the student seminar was voiced.  In 2007 and 2008 NFBI hosted a student seminar.  It was decided that we will not have a student seminar this spring due to finances and manpower.  

IABS Meeting Topics

All IABS members are encouraged to give suggestions regarding possible meeting topics.  All feedback is welcome and will be considered by the board. 

First General Meeting

IABS will meet as a whole on December 12, 2010 at 8 p.m. central time.  If you would like to join us please call (218) 936-1200 extension 4227 (IABS)
