March 13th, 2011

Start time: 8:00 p.m.
Present:

Rose Sloan

Chris Jeckel

Debbie Stein

Liz Bottner

Julia Chang

Michelle Wesley

Dale Sczweck

Patti Gregory

Ronza Othman

Patrick Olsen

Kelly Doty

Aly Slaughter

Introductions

Move to accept February 12th minutes with revisions, motion carried

Old business:

Status of facebook and twitter:

Hold on this until we actually have an event.  Everyone liked the facebook reminders about meetings.  Liz will continue to send reminders.

Update on parent’s seminar from Debbie:

Need to talk to Janna, she is putting up a schedule for workers.  The date of the seminar is Saturday, April 9th.  Chris Jeckel can help.  Janna’s phone is 773 203 2394 and her e-mail is jsruls@aol.com. 

New Business:

Membership Seminar:

This took place on Saturday, March 12th at the Holiday Inn O’hare.  Dale Sczweck mentioned that Ron Gardner and Jason Ewell were there.  The participants took part in team-building activities, a personality test, and had discussions on a variety of topics, such as how to spice up chapter meetings. Liz said it was fun and informative.

Kelly Doty talked about goals form.  Dale Sczweck will send her an e-mail.  The idea is that every chapter and division in Illinois will set a goal for 2011.  Liz would like Dale to be the contact person for IABS.  By April 1st there will be a tentative goal and timeline.  The goal of the project is new membership and new goals.  

Dale Sczweck’s e-mail is dale.sczweck@gmail.com

Possible Goals for 2011:

Rose had the idea to have an in-person meeting/dinner for IABS to possibly take place sometime during the summer. A decision is needed April 1st. We need a meeting within a week to further discuss this.

National/state Scholarship:

Scholarship deadline is March 31st!  Patti clarified that you DON’T have to apply for both National and Illinois.  There are applications for internships as well.  Illinois only has about seven names for scholarship applications.  Debbie also pushed people to apply for the externships.  Patti asked everyone to forward e-mails about the same.

Treasurer’s report: 

Current balance is the same as last treasurer’s report. $832.56 is current balance.

Fundraising: 

Liz still has travel kits to possibly take to Parent’s Seminar.  Ronza also has some.  

Membership committee report from Dale:

On the 26th, Liz, Sheila and Dale met to discuss new ideas and possibilities to gain new membership and how to keep people interested.    Facebook is a good way to send out invitations and forward information to other blind people in Illinois to get more people on conference calls. The idea to hold more in-person events was also brought up.

Discussion held on possible ratification of IABS constitution: 

Ronza does not think that we will not be in violation of the Chicago Chapter constitution, if amended.  We will also set annual dues at business meeting in the fall, so we are not required to amend our constitution at this time.

Other Items of Interest:

A weekend is good for an in-person meeting.  Next Saturday is Chicago 

Chapter meeting.  Board members need to e-mail contact information to Liz.  And updated constitution needs to be up on the website as well. Someone needs to send Patti a copy of the new constitution. The face-to-face IABS event can possibly be at national convention in Orlando this summer.

Meetings:

The next meeting is to discuss the membership goal form.  This will take place Thursday, March 17th, at 8:30 P.M. central. The call-in number will be the same as always, with a code to be sent out prior to the meeting..

Our next meeting for IABS is Sunday April 10th, 8:00 P.M. Central. same number, same code, 4427 (IABS).  

Move to adjourn.  Meeting ended at 8:46 p.m.

