Sunday August 12th, 2012

IABS Meeting Minutes

Start time: 7:00 p.m.

People present:

James Dickman

Ronza Othman

Julia Chang

Denise Avant

Debbie Stein

Rose Sloan

Liz Bottner

Dale Sczweck

Anthony Overweiser
Patti Chang
Brianna Lillyman
Aly, Michelle, Chris and Megan are unable to make it.  

Motion to approve June meeting minutes carried.

Ronza gives a treasurer’s report.  From the period of January 1st, 2012 until today, August 12th.  Opening balance was 780.38 
Our expenses included the following: Check cancellation 25 dollars, Bank monthly fee 120 total (15 dollars a month) 43.40 175.30 total expense no income ending balance 605.08 

We do not have a 5013e like the state affiliate, although we are a nonprofit, we need less than a certain amount in the bank to be exempt from the bank fee (500 dollars which we are over)
Once we have an election we need to change banks, we are currently in charter 1

Bank of America and 5/3rd are possible replacement options

We will wait until October to change over the account

Motion to accept treasurers report carried.

Rose was at the NABS meeting on July 1st at National Convention.  The agenda was jam-packed, the atmosphere was very positive.  The presidency for NABS was contested, Shaun Waylen won.  Karen Anderson is still first vice president and is also our regional rep.

State Convention

If NABS will pay travel, and the state affiliate will pay for meals and incidentals then we will ask for Karen Anderson to come and represent NABS.  Karen has been a good rep in the past and also takes the initiative a lot.

Ronza makes a motion to request a NABS rep Karen Anderson under the conditions that we will pay her lodging and NABS and/or the state affiliate will pay other expenses.  Motion carried.  Her total lodging with tax would probably be about 100 dollars.

Student outing?

Possible tour of the airport.  Possible tour of end of train lines.  Second city.  

Ronza will look up the airport stuff.  Ronza will coordinate the student outing as a whole.
Rose will check with Steve.  

Julia will look up low cost options preferably under 20 dollars.  
As a chapter we need to donate a door prize. 
Rose makes a motion to buy 25 dunkin donuts and 25 starbucks unless it does not come in that denomination then our cap will be 50 dollars total.  Motion carried.

We can revisit the IABS Idol prizes.  

We will ask JJ to judge.
We will ask Serena Preston, acting superintendent at ISVI to judge.  
We will not ask Carl and Mindy to judge because they are getting older and Patti will call and tell him why we didn’t ask him.  

And we will ask Nicki Geckos from the vendors to judge.
Rose will contact those people and ask them to judge.  
Patti needs to send her all the contact info.
Byron is not running sound this year.  We will try to get as much music ahead of time as possible.  IABS needs Ronza’s netbook to play music off of (and Julia’s mac as a back up) Rose will have a meeting ahead of time with the new sound guys (Ryan, Glenn and Steve) to get everything in order.
We would like IABS Idol to start a 7 p.m. this year.  It has been put into the agenda as starting at 7 p.m.  The technology session will be in the same space from 6 to 7, but if we set up from 5 to 6 and most of the equipment is already in order we should be able to start a little after 7.  Ending time in the agenda is 10:30 p.m.

Rose is in charge of Idol.  James and Ronza are volunteering to help coordinate Idol.  Ronza will emcee.  Julia will also be on this committee.  

We need to set aside money for plaques and food.  We would like to move the award ceremony to banquet.  Patti has already figured out a way to fit it into the banquet agenda.  

Liz will present the award and will write a script and approve it with Debbie.  Fifteen minutes or less for both teachers combined.  

Dale who is heading teen scene has already asked and gotten help from 5 of the 6 scholarship winners.  Dale will be working with Connie Davis as well.  Ronza says there is stuff we had left over from last teen scene we could use.  Patti has to get back to Dale on background checks.  

James is interested in helping with teen scene. Ronza is willing to help but may have to work at the IABS table.  
Ronza will coordinate luncheon.   She would like Rose, Chris, Dale, Briana, and Katie to be on the committee for luncheon.  

The current luncheon lineup (in no particular order) is as follows: Patti with opening remarks and a short presentation on internship options.  Saif Ullah will speak about his experience with the internship.  The vendors will speak.  The NABS rep will speak.  Debbie will introduce this year’s scholarship class.

Serena Preston will instead speak during a general session.  Liz and Rose will discuss whether or not Rose will speak at the luncheon.  

IMPORTANT: Patti needs all agenda items at least three weeks before convention.  

Breakfast

Someone needs to remind Patti that we need a speaker phone for the event.

There will be a presidential report.

The current election slate is

Rose Sloan - president

Chris Jeckel - 1st vp

Dale Sczweck - 2nd vp

Megan Dowell - treasurer

Julia Chang - secretary

Debbie Stein - board position

We would like to change IABS dues this year.  We will not forward dues to chapters any more as it causes complications and leads people to believe IABS is not a legitimate chapter of NFBI.  Instead, we will keep all of the dues money and we will only forward our membership list to the state affiliate.  

Motion to cease forwarding dues to separate chapters tabled until next meeting.  

Fundraising

We would like to do t-shirts this year, with an expected final cost of 625 dollars, which we will split with the state affiliate.  

We can wait to pay back the state until after convention.  Patti will add to August 25th board meeting agenda to discuss these t-shirts.  

We need an IABS rep on the August 25th call.  Liz will be on the morning call 9 to 10:30.  We will cease for the protest.  We are protesting at Goodwill in Des Plaines on the 25th around noon.  Dale will be on in the afternoon.  

We should schedule IABS reps on all board calls.  

Liz will do a poll to approve t-shirts.  We already have four votes. 

Liz will also do a poll for 50/50 raffle.  We already have four votes.  Liz will need to appoint someone to coordinate those.  

Ronza’s nephews are volunteering to do anything they can do for service hours.  

Our facebook page right now is National Federation of the Blind of Illinois.  

Dale had a good idea for social networking for IABS.  He suggested to do a heytell IABS but we will hold off because the affiliate also had that idea.  Ronza will call the social media committee together in the next few weeks.  

Debbie, Rose, Meg and Liz will be the teaching excellence award committee.  

The next call will be September 9th, 7:00 p.m. (218) 936 1200 

Liz makes the executive decision.  Meeting adjourned. 

End time: 9:08 p.m.

