March 2022 IABS meeting

The meeting started at 7:04
Assistance: Ellen, Sara, Glen, Marylin, Denise, Debbie, Teresa, 
Ellen sent out the notes. Motion to approve the notes approved.
Sara talked about outreach and spring plans. Inviting scholarship applicants to Chicago chapter meeting. April 23 event to give info to applicants about IABS. We are also reaching out to sports associations to invite people to join. An email was sent to TVIs in CPS about IABS and scholarships, already got two replies. Marylin asked about the game night from the Chicago chapter, because it has a cost to attend. Will there be a raffle to waive the cost of the event? Sara said that they haven’t considered that, but they will. She said that the first 2 people who RSBP FOR THE EVENT WILL NOT PAY. DEBBIE SAID THAT SHE CONSIDERS THAT THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS SHOULDN’T PAY FOR THE event. We talked about waiving the payment for more than 2, maybe 5. 
Motion to approve $125 for paying the fee for the Talent show for the first 5 scholarship applicants. It was approved.
Ellen talked about fundraiser. We had a meeting on Thursday. Popcorn fundraiser for Midwest seminar was a topic. Glen will make 50 tickets and we will do more as needed during the event. Sara asked about accepting PayPal and zelle for the fundraiser. Glen must talk with Michael. We need to ask Michael about PayPal. Also, because PayPal takes a percentage. Glen will talk to Michael tomorrow. 
We will have 2 cooking fundraisers. On April 3 we will make guacamole from 5 to 6 pm for $10. There are 15 spots. On April 10 we will have the full menu, with 8 spots and going from 5 to 7. The price is $30. Ellen is not sure on how to promote it on the Midwest seminar. The last day to register for the first is March 27 and for the second is April 4. 
Sara talked about door prices. It is a pound of milk chocolates what we are contributing. Also, she got the gifts for Trisha, Elizabeth, and Kin. She will also buy the Garretts popcorn for the fundraiser. She will remind Elizabeth to save a slot of time for the drawing. The gifts for the organizers will be given at the lunch on Sunday.
Ellen spoke about Midwest seminar. Nobody had questions about covid testing. In April and May, the constitution will change. We will have only 7 members, instead of 9. There will be a president, vice president, secretary/treasurer, and 4 board members.
Marylin gave the State report. Denise started with Washington seminar. We are still gathering cosponsors for our pieces of legislation. We have 15 cosponsors for the Assistive Technology Affordability Act. We still need a couple of more representatives to join in our state. For the medical device nonvisual accessibility act we have only 4 cosponsors. Transition to competitive integrated employment act we have 3 from Illinois. The 21st century website accessibility act is not a bill yet, but we are working on make them understand that it is important to us. As for the other bills, we need to reach out to our legislators if they haven’t signed yet.
Debbie talked about scholarships. For national, we have 20. The state level is not looking so great. They are encouraging the national applicants to also apply for the state scholarship. The deadline is in 3 weeks. As for BELL, the website is up. 1 student applied for Chicago and 2 for Springfield. She wants to make and distribute a flyer.  She will also contact previous participants to sign up. We also need volunteers for the in-home program or the face-to-face programs. 
Marylin talked about National convention. She recommends making a reservation now. When booking, say that you are part of NFB to get the special rates. Registration is now open and will be so until May 31. The registration fee is $25. Ellen asked about virtual registration. People who attend virtually won’t be able to access everything but will be able to attend general sessions and banquet. 
State convention will be on the last weekend of October. It will be in Naperville Illinois, on the Chicago Naperville Marriot. From oct 28 to oct 30. The event starts on Friday at 4, Saturday includes general sessions and banquet. Sunday had Braille is beautiful. 
Face to face board meeting will be in the same hotel on august 27. It starts at 9 am and is over at 2 pm. There is the Jernigan scholarship for the opportunity to attend the National convention for first goers. May 1st is the due date to apply for Chappel. 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:51
