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National Federation of the Blind Celebrates Braille Literacy

Greater Chicago Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois to Hold Event at Barnes & Noble Bookstore 
Chicago, Illinois (January 4, 2008): To promote Braille literacy and help celebrate the two-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille (1809–1852), the inventor of the reading and writing code for the blind that bears his name, the Chicago Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois will visit the Barnes & Noble bookstore located at 1 E. Jackson in the DePaul Center from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 4, 2009.  Members will distribute Braille alphabet cards and demonstrate Braille to interested parties. 

“These events will not only provide a wonderful opportunity for local blind persons to interact with and get to know other members of the community, but will also promote awareness and understanding of the importance of Braille literacy,” said Deborah Stein, president of the Greater Chicago Chapter.  “All members of the community, both blind and sighted, are encouraged to join us.” 

Similar events are being held nationwide as part of the National Federation of the Blind’s Braille Readers are Leaders campaign, a national initiative to promote the importance of reading and writing Braille for blind children and adults.  The Braille Readers are Leaders campaign kicked off in July of 2008 with the unveiling of the design of a commemorative coin to be minted in 2009 in recognition of the two-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille.  The commemorative coin will also be previewed at the events.

For more information about the Braille Readers are Leaders campaign, please visit www.braille.org.  To find out about events in your area, please contact Deborah Kent Stein at dkent5817@worldnet.att.net, phone:  773-631-1093. 

