WHEREAS: With proper rehabilitation training and education, blindness is not a tragedy; rather, it is a characteristic which becomes one of many characteristics that make up an individual.  And

WHEREAS: Quality rehabilitation training emphasizes a strong background in the acquisition OF blindness skills such as Braille, orientation and mobility, computer training, home management and other daily living skills, as well as the development of positive attitudes about blindness; and

WHEREAS: The acquisition of positive attitudes about blindness and blindness skills are possible only with comprehensive rehabilitation training; but;

WHEREAS: The current state of rehabilitation services and programming in Illinois is profoundly impaired because of severe staff shortages and inadequate resources in the state rehabilitation program; and

WHEREAS, The following staff vacancies currently exist at ICRE Wood, the state center for rehabilitation training:  Two orientation and mobility instructors, a Psychologist, one rehabilitation counselor, 1 rehabilitation instructor, the admissions manager, a residential care worker,  and a registered nurse; and

WHEREAS, Many of the positions mentioned above have been vacant for more than one year, and

WHEREAS, Other resource shortages such as the lack of internet access, inadequate office supplies, and little available staff training compound these program inadequacies thus compromising the ability of remaining staff to provide services essential to the operation of an effective rehabilitation program, resulting in a program graduation rate this year of only 17 of 47 participants; and

WHEREAS, this lack of adequate resources is not limited to the state's residential rehabilitation program, but is also reflected in rehab counselor and rehab instructor position shortages in several areas of the state, which means that counselors must spend an inordinate amount of time traveling hundreds of miles between offices and customers rather than actually serving said customers,  necessitating that many customers often wait months between appointments and services; and

WHEREAS, the lack of adequate program staffing and resources is so severe as to jeopardize federal matching funds due to the rehabilitation system's failure or inability to meet minimum federal standards for a rehabilitation program; And
WHEREAS, the federal Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998 grant customers the right

of "Informed Choice", whereby they can select a bonifide program; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED by The National Federation of the Blind of Illinois, in Convention

Assembled, this Tenth day of October, in the City of Springfield, Illinois, that

this Organization condemn and deplore the current state of rehabilitation training

in Illinois; And
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization demand that the Department of Rehabilitation

Services, consistent with federal requirements involving informed choice, truthfully

and completely inform potential customers of the substantial and ongoing inadequacies

of its current program, and of the existence and characteristics of residential rehabilitation

programs available in other states, until or unless such time as the state of Illinois commits adequate resources toward the operation of blindness rehabilitation and training; And
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois, through its ongoing advocacy efforts, assist and encourage prospective customers in obtaining quality rehabilitation training in places outside Illinois.

