NFB Kansas Jayhawk Chapter

Meeting Minutes 

Date: March 16, 2013
Call to Order: 

Rob called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.
Introduction of Guests:

There were no guests attending.

National Presidential Release by Dr. Marc Maurer:
The presidential release for March 4, 2013 was presented. It was release number 415.

Chapter President’s Report:

Rob reported that the “Space Available” bill now has 80 co-sponsors in the House and that number is expected to increase to 82 very soon. There are 10 co-sponsors in the companion bill in the Senate. Jesse Hartle, who is leading the way on this bill, is calling on all of the state legislative directors to encourage their membership to secure one Democrat and one Republican to co-sponsor this bill. In states that are represented by only one party, then the goal will be to secure two co-sponsors from the same party. Rob asserted that he views Lynn Jenkins and Kevin Yoder as good prospects in Kansas. Rob also announced that there will be a conference call on Wednesday, March 20, 2013 for state presidents and legislative directors. 
The collaborative strategies seminar which was to be presented by Buna Dahal on April 5, 2013 has been delayed to May 2, 2013 because of lack of hotel space. The location will be announced at a later time. 
Rob stated that Kansas scholarships will be awarded to Kansas residents again this year. They will be issued in the same dollar amounts as recent previous years. One scholarship award is for $2,500.00 and two scholarships are awarded for $1,500.00 a piece. May 31, 2013 is the deadline for application for these scholarships.
The state board would like to meet at Independence, Inc. on April 20, 2013 which is our usual meeting time. Therefore, we are scheduling our next meeting for April 13, 2013.


Chapter Vice President’s Report: In Athena’s absence, there was no vice presidential report.
Approval of Minutes: The February minutes were unanimously approved.
Chapter Treasurer’s Report: Our current balance is $786.44. Some funds are still coming in from our nut and candy sales. Rob called for any corrections to the treasurer’s report, and there were none. The report was approved as presented.
Old Business:

There were no matters of old business.
New Business:

The first order of business was to discuss our knowledge- based program which has been immobile for several months. After explaining its purpose, Rob asked whether we find that program beneficial. Rob said that he would welcome ideas for a knowledge-based presentation.  Cheryl suggested that Luther share his knowledge of the iPhone with us. Chikako offered that she thought it would be of interest for Luther to inform us about the ways that he finds his iPhone helpful. It was also mentioned that it would be interesting for Luther to compare and contrast iPhone with android phones. Luther graciously accepted the responsibility for the knowledge-based presentation at our April meeting.
We held a three minute brain storming session with regard to membership recruiting strategies. We came up with thirteen potential ways of recruiting new members. Extensive discussion of possible strategies followed, with the solidification of some ideas. Discussion included the establishment of a constant contact number to ensure consistency of chapter availability. After deciding that producing an informational brochure would be a valuable way of educating agencies and individuals about the NFB and the Jayhawk chapter, we discussed the particulars of such a brochure. Rob offered to do the visual parts of the brochure, such as putting it together and getting it printed. Susan said that she would supply the text. Setting up a Facebook account was also talked about at length. Chikako agreed to initialize the Facebook account, and along with an assistant, monitor it. The other strategy of particular interest was hosting a luncheon meeting, inviting a few VR counselors, etc. There was a bit of debate concerning the timing of such an event. It was agreed that our first strategy of implementation should be the brochure. 
Meeting Adjournment: 
Rob adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.

Date of Next Meeting:

April 13, 2013
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Cheryl Miller

Jayhawk Chapter Secretary

