Lawrence Noon Lions Club

The Lawrence Noon Lions Club Adaptive Technology Grant 2018 Instructions and Application Form

Note: To download this document in an electronic format, please send your request to the email address at the bottom of this document. 

Before completing the Application Form, please read the following explanation of the Lawrence Noon Lions Club Adaptive Technology Grant, and the instructions below it.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE GRANT?

The purpose of the grant is to ensure greater economic opportunity and a richer quality of life for all blind and visually impaired people, which is also a goal of the Lawrence Noon Lions Club.

In keeping with this goal, the Lawrence Noon Lions Club, will make a grant of up to $2000 to one or more blind or visually impaired persons who can best demonstrate the need for adaptive technology that will improve his/her quality of life or advance his/her educational and/or employment opportunities.

Examples of items that the grant might fund include, but are not limited to:


▪
Polarizing sunglasses


▪
Hearing aids and audiologist fees


▪
Mobility aids (such as white canes) and payment for mobility instructors


▪
Adapted cell phones and accessories


▪
Adapted computers


▪
Repair of adapted computers


▪
Magnifying systems


▪
Medical aids.

WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE GRANT?

The qualifications for the grant are as follows:

The individual


▪
Must be legally blind


▪
Must be a resident of Douglas County.


▪
Must be sixteen years of age or older


▪
Is planning to use the technology for educational, vocational or quality of life purposes. 


▪
Is seeking technology that the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation or other service/educational organizations will not fund or do not have available.

WHO WILL SELECT THE WINNER/WINNERS?

The winner/winners will be selected by a task force comprised of Lawrence Noon Lions Club members who will read all applications and select the winner or winners.

WHAT IS THE AWARD PROCESS?

The award process consists of a completed application, which must be postmarked no later than Monday, March 5, 2018.

The Lawrence Noon Lions Club Technology Grant task force will review all applications.  If you are selected as a finalist, you will be invited to meet with the committee for a personal or telephone interview. The committee will notify the winner/winners by the middle of April, and present the application award at our April General Membership meeting, where the winner/winners will be invited to attend.

HOW DO I APPLY FOR A GRANT?
Individuals who are applying for the grant need to complete the following steps:


1.
Submit a completed Application Form, which is below (please fill in all blanks).



2.
Write a personal statement of approximately 200 words, typed and double-spaced. Below the Application Form, you will find instructions explaining what is required in the statement.

Note: Some information asked for in the personal statement is the same as in the Application Form. Consider the statement an opportunity to tell your story more fully, using, if necessary, the facts listed in the Application Form.



3.
Include a letter from an eye care professional, medical doctor, or blindness professional stating that you are legally blind.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, call 408-768-5288, or email tamara.braille@gmail.com

Lawrence Noon Lions Club

Adaptive Technology Grant 2018 Application Form

Name: 



Address:



City:



State:



Zip Code:



Email:



Phone:



Age:



If you need more space to answer the following questions, feel free to attach additional pages to this Application Form.


1.
What is your visual impairment? Describe your current functional level of vision.


2.
If you currently receive any services from federal, state, city, or other agencies, please explain the type of service you receive.


3.
Tell us about your interests and hobbies, any volunteer work you may have done, and any community organizations to which you belong.


4.
If you are a student, where are you attending school, and at what stage are you in your educational progress?


5.
Describe your current employment, or any past employment experience that you deem relevant.


6.
How did you hear about the Lawrence Noon Lions Club Grant?


7.
Explain how you plan to use the grant money. In answering this question, be as detailed as possible. For example:


a.
If you will use the grant for school expenses such as tuition or books, estimate your total expenses, and any resources in addition to this grant that will meet those expenses.


b.
If you will use the grant to buy a piece of equipment or software, please provide the vendor's name and contact information, the list price, and the item number. (A photocopy of the page from the catalog or a print-out from the website would be helpful.) Be sure to include sales taxes and shipping charges.


c.
If the item will cost more than $2000, explain how you plan to pay the balance.

Please submit this completed Application Form by Monday, March 5, 2018, with the following additional documents:

1.  A personal statement in which you address the following items:

a. Please introduce yourself (tell the committee a little about yourself).

b. What effect has your vision loss had on your life?

c. What product or service do you plan to purchase with these grant funds?

d. How will this product or service improve your quality of life?

e. Explain why this financial need cannot be met through other funding sources?

2. A letter from an eye care professional, medical doctor, or blindness professional stating that you are legally blind.

Mail the completed application to:

2219 Melholland Rd.

Lawrence, KS 66047.

In addition to mailing this information, please email whatever items are in electronic form to tamara.braille@gmail.com

(This may include the Application Form in electronic format.)

Thank you.

