

JAYHAWK CHAPTER NATIONAL FEDERATION of the BLIND of KANSAS

MINUTES for JANUARY 12, 2026

Location: Remote via Zoom

Present: Dustin Disque; Luther Fuller; Brendy Latare; Cheryl Miller; Renee Morgan; Rob Tabor; Susan Tabor

• Call to order, welcome, and introductions. President Susan Tabor called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. All were welcomed and a quorum was declared.

 National report. Presidential Release # 556 was audio-streamed. President Mark Riccobono  reminds members to pay their annual dues and browse their member profile to access exclusive member benefits. He the 2026 legislative priorities and emphasizes the importance of advocating for legislation that improves the lives of blind Americans. He also encourages engagement with NFB publications to spark chapter discussion, share hope, and contribute to the community's wisdom.

• State report — Rob. A joint legislative advocacy visit is scheduled for Thursday, January 15. A group of students of the Kansas School for the Deaf and Blind as well as some other blind students throughout the state have met under the direction of Anna Cyr, a field specialist, along with State president Tom Page, Rob Tabor, and Bruce Roberds to plan this historic joint legislative advocacy endeavor. The students chose the model BRITE bill to present to their state legislators. Susan and Rob will be part of the state affiliate delegation.

Plans are under way for participation in the 2026 Washington Seminar, which commences on January 29. Two national mock meetings are scheduled on Zoom for Tuesday and Thursday evenings. The Kansas delegation will be comprised of 7 Federationists including 4 from South-central chapter and 3 from the Johnson Wyandotte chapter.

Chapter presidents and secretaries will be receiving access to the NFB membership portal. Rob will be contacting members to get updated contact information to enter into the membership database.

• Action on minutes of October 2025. Upon  president's call for corrections or changes and there being none, the minutes were approved as posted on the chapter listserv.

• Treasurer's report — Brendy. There no changes since last reporleaving the treasury balance at $1382.70. upon the president's call for corrections and hearing none, the treasurer's report was approved as given.

• Future meeting arrangements — all. Due o overlapping work schedules for some members, We agree to continue to meet on the second Monday of the month but move the start time back to 4:30 p.m., a half hour later than the current meeting start. It was noted that the new Olive Garden Italian restaurant will open on February 2. Rob and Susan will investigate the availability of private dining space and will book a reservation accordingly.

• Program. Luther shared his experiences of his internship with Maryland Industries and Services for the Blind (BISM) in Baltiminore. He performed a wide variety of activities and projects including recruitment, access technology training, and planning for a podcast soon to be launched by BISM.

• Other business. There was none.

• Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.

Submitted by Rob Tabor | secretary

Next meeting, Monday, February 9, 2026, location TBA  
