

JAYHAWK CHAPTER NATIONAL FEDERATION of the BLIND of KANSAS

MEETING MINUTES of FEBRUARY 9, 2026

Location: Olive Garden Italian Restaurant, 2021 Stewart Ave., Lawrence, KS with remote access via Zoom Workplace

Members present: Dustin Disque; Brendy Latare; Cheryl Miller; Renee Morgan; Rob Tabor; Susan Tabor

• Call to order and other preliminaries. President Susan Tabor called the meeting to order at 4:45 p.m. All were welcomed and a quorum was declared.

• National report. Due to excessive crowd noise and time constraints, Presidential Release # 557 was omitted. President Susan encouraged all to listen to or read the transcript of PR557 at their earliest convenience.

• State affiliate report — Rob. There were three members who comprised the Kansas delegation to the 2026 Washington Seminar. They were Bruce Roberds and Christie Roberts, both from the south-central chapter, and Michael Nava of the Johnson Wyandotte Chapter. Five others who had planned on attending were pre-empted by a wide swath major winter storm or for health-related reasons. The Kansas delegation was able to meet with staff of five of the six Kansas Congress members.

The Kansas affiliate held its from ever Day At the Capitol in Topeka on January 15. This was done in conjunction of students of the Kansas State School for the Blind and deaf as well as several blind students from across the state. Students gave brief presentations on the NFB model BRITE bill in the offices of various state legislators.

The Newsline funding bill (H.B. 2180) unanimously passed the House Committee on energy, utilities, and telecommunications with an amendment to move the effective date from July 1, 2026 to the same date of 2027. This amendment was made because the Kansas NFB Newsline® subscription is funded until then in under the special appropriation from the STATE General Fund (SGF).

• Action on January meeting minutes. Upon the president's call for changes or corrections and hearing none, the January minutes were approved as posted on the chapter listserv.

• Treasurer's report — Brendy. Due to technical issues which prevented Brendy from accessing the bank account, the treasurer's report was deferred until the March meeting.

• Fundraising. Rob noted that the KU Athletics department makes donations to charitable organizations for cleaning up Phog Allen Field House after men’s and women’s home basketball games. This could be a viable fundraising project only if we can bring in a sufficient number of people from outside the chapter due to our small size. Rob will investigate this possibility and will make a report in March or April.

• Program. Rob gave a presentation on the Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses. Covered aspects included availability and price ranges, basic features, and a demonstration of some of the device capabilities such as reading documents and container labels, identifying colors, and describing  surroundings.

Other business. Upon the president's call for other business and hearing none, the meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Submitted by Rob Tabor | secretary

Next meeting Monday March 9 at 4:30 p.m., location Jade Garden Restaurant, 1410 Kasold Drive, Lawrence, KS
