NATIONAL FEDERATION of the BLIND of KANSAS JAYHAWK CHAPTER

MINUTES FOR MEETING of MARCH 9, 2026
LOCATION: Jade Garden Restaurant, 1410 Kasold Drive Lawrence Kansas and remotely via Zoom Workplace

Members present
Cheryl Miller, Renee Morgan, Rob Tabor, Susan Tabor

• Call to order, welcome, and introductions. President Susan Tabor called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. and all were welcomed. A quorum was not present.

• Presidential Release. A transcript of Presidential Release # 558 by National president Mark Riccobono was read. President Mark Riccobono encourages all to attend the national convention in Austin, Texas, and emphasizes the importance of membership in setting the organization’s priorities and policies. He also announces a survey that will be distributed to new members to gather feedback on the onboarding process. He provides legislative updates following the Washington Seminar. He concludes with Federation family news and his customary closing remarks.

• State report., — Rob. The NFB Newsline® state sponsorship bill, (HB 2180) has died in the Kansas House chamber for failure to be disposed of by the turnaround deadline of February 19. It could have easily been referred by House leadership to an exempt committee. This This means we will have to reintroduce a bill next year, which begins a new legislative biennial perionad.

House Bill 2780 would establish a special task force to study management procedures and operations of the Kansas Business Enterprise program (BEP) the Kansas version of the Federal Randolph-Sheppard Vending Act. At least two members of the task force must be current or former blind participants of the BEP program. Our goal is to interact with the various appointing authorities to get as many Federationists as we can appointed to the study group. State president Tom Page testified as a neutral conferee and requested that state officials having appointing authority under the bill use such authority to include NFBK members on the special task force.

• February meeting minutes. Upon the president's call for additions or changes and hearing none, the February minutes were approved as posted by email.

• Financial report. The financial report was deferred due to the unavoidable absence of the treasurer.

• Program. Rob presented a demonstration of the HIMS  BrailleSense 6, refreshable braille and text-to-speech portable device. The unit is an Android tablet PC adapted for braille readers in both the hardware design and the Android 12 operating system.

• Other business. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Submitted by Rob Tabor | secretary

Next meeting Monday, April 13 at 4:30 p.m. location Susan Tabor’s Zoom Room
