

NATIONAL Federation of the BLIND of KANSAS, JAYHAWK CHAPTER

MEETING MINUTES for April     2026

LOCATION: Susan Tabor’s Zoom Room
Date: April 13, 2026

PRESENT: Brendy Latare, Cheryl Miller, Renee Morgan, Rob Tabor, Susan Tabor

• Call to order, welcome, and introductions. Chapter president Susan Tabor called the meeting to order at 4:35 pm. All were welcomed and a quorum was present.

• National report. Presidential Release #559 by president Mark Riccobono was audio-streamed. President Mark Riccobono shares an update on the upcoming national convention. He discusses the National Federation of the Blind's involvement in shaping Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and its impact on people with disabilities. He also emphasizes the importance of preserving the history of the organized blind movement and encourages chapters to document their efforts. He concludes with Federation family news and his customary closing remarks.

• State report — Rob. Although House Bill 2180 died in the House chamber, the state legislature has included full funding for NFB Newsline® through the omnibus appropriation measure for $95,000, which enables us to maintain the Kansas Newsline librarian at full time.

House ill 2788 which creates a task force to investigate the state Business Enterprise Program (BEP), was also included in the omnibus appropriation measure.

Federal legislation. Representative Derek Schmidt (KS02) has agreed to co-sponsor both the Blind Americans Return To Work Act and the Access Technology Affordability Act.

National convention. The NFBK board has voted a stipend of $1000 per person for attending the 2026 NFB national convention in Austin Texas. There are 14 funding slots available. Funding request process and expectations were reviewed. Chapter mmembers are advised to make request to the chapter president in writing, which will be forded to state president Tom Page who will determine who is approved for financial assistance.

State convention. The 2026 NFBK state convention will be held from November 13-15 at the Holiday Inn and Suites Overland Park. Details will be announced in the TapTracks state newsletter and on the HOTR listserv as the convention planning process unfolds.

Ken Tiede Memorial Scholarships. The state board voted scholarship awards in the amount of one $1500 and two $1000. Committee chairman Anya Fuller will post the announcement and the online application form on the NFBK website and other platforms.

State Zoom account. The state affiliate Zoom account now has new login credentials not tied to those of the state president, who has given the new logins to chapter and divisional leaders.

• March meeting minutes. Upon the president's call for corrections or changes and there being none, the March minutes were adopted as posted via email.

• Financial report — Brendy. There being no debits or credits since last report, the treasury balance remains at $1380.70. Upon the president's call for corrections or changes, a question was raised concerning an apparent $2 discrepancy from previously reported balances. Brendy stated she would make inquiry with US Bank. With this stipulation, the treasurer's report was adopted as read.

• Summer chapter social — all. Several restaurant venues were suggested, including La Tropicana, Lulu’s Latin Café, Olive Garden, and the new Q39 BBQ. A consensus date of June 6 with a backup date of June 13 was chosen. We also agreed to gather from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. A final report will be presented at the May meeting.

• Other old/new business. Upon the president's call for both other old business and new business, and hearing none, the meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

Submitted by Rob Tabor, secretary

Next meeting, Monday, May 11, location Susan Tabor’s Zoom room 
