National Federation of the Blind Wicked Good Chapter Minutes
May 28, 2026

Present: Isabel Rosario, Juan Camelo, Shara Winton, Allen Larkin, Sabrina Mohammad, Kyra Sweeney, Jeff Wilson, Shannon Donahue, Angie, Greg Bedard, Lori

The meeting began at 7:01 PM. Isabel welcomed everyone.
In the secretary’s absence, Isabel appointed Kyra Sweeney to take minutes for this meeting.

Shara gave the affiliate president’s report. She announced that the national convention would take place from July 3-8. From the Wicked Good chapter, Shara, Kyra, Allen, Kyra, and possibly Sabrina will be in attendance. The deadline to register is Sunday, May 31. Shara strongly encouraged those who cannot attend in person to register to attend virtually.
Part of the convention is the Give $25 challenge. Each $25 donation made before 5:00 PM central time on July 7 constitutes an entry to win either $2000 cash or a free trip to the 2027 national convention (including hotel and travel). Additionally, if you get four or more friends or family attendees to contribute $25 or more on your behalf by July 7 at 5:00 PM Central Time, you will  become a Federation Connector. Federation Connectors will be entered into a special drawing to win a BrailleNote Evolve from HumanWare. You do not need to be present during the national convention to win any of the prizes. Go to nfb.org/convention for details.
Shara also announced that the federation is encouraging all affiliates and chapters to participate in the Coast 2 Coast movement challenge. Liz Lesperance is the coordinator of the Coast 2 Coast challenge for the affiliate and will represent us in Baltimore for the Bainbridge run. All the chapters and divisions in the state will be encouraged to participate by finding ways to move!
Shara then announced that the Springfield Walk will take place on June 20. There will be a nominal fee for transportation. 
Shara explained that chapter attendees should not pay dues yet until the chapter constitution is approved by the board. Dues will be $10. If a member has already paid dues for another chapter, the dues will be $5.

Isabel read the draft constitution for the chapter.
Meeting attendees discussed the draft and proposed the following changes: Article 3, section C should make clear that the affiliate board attendees set the amount of dues. Article VII, section A has confusing wording and should be rewritten as “The president may appoint, or the membership may elect, committees as they shall establish.”
Article VII, section B should specify that committees should have an odd number of members, for ease of voting.
Kyra made a motion to approve the proposed changes to the draft constitution. Juan seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.
Isabel explained that the next step would be for the affiliate board to vote to approve the Wicked Good chapter constitution. At that point, the Wicked Good chapter would be an official chapter of the NFB.

Attendees then brainstormed ideas for the Coast 2 Coast challenge, adding to the brainstorming from the last chapter meeting. Cardio drumming, limbo, and double dutch were suggested as potential options. Several attendees suggested renting out The Willows as a space for our movement event. Attendees agreed that our movement activity should take place in September. Kyra, Juan, and Lori will work together to coordinate the Wicked Good chapter’s participation in the Coast 2 Coast challenge.

Isabel asked attendees to think of ideas for chapter activities, committees, and events.

The next chapter meeting will be held on June 25, 2026. Several attendees  would prefer the library to the restaurant, because it is quieter and easier to hear one another. Chapter members can go to dinner together at the restaurant after meetings if they wish.
The chapter decided to meet in July on the last Thursday of the month, as there will be enough time after convention to meet.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 PM.
