TLC Chapter Meeting Minutes
Date: October 14, 2025
 
This month the chapter met virtually over Zoom. President Millie Rivera called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

In attendance were Peter Acosta, Anne Blackfield, Julie Abe, Erin Lauridsen, Laura Lopez, Dottie Lyons, Doug Miller, Christina Poore, Melissa Riccobono, Donna Ring, Ellen Ringlein (Secretary), Millie Rivera (President), Scott Soldan (Treasurer), and Joel Zimba (Vice President). Absent board members included Jerome Hicks, Eileen Ley, and Scott White.

President Millie Rivera opened the meeting with the NFB belief message. Then everyone introduced themselves and shared bell ringers. 

Millie introduced Melissa Riccobono, our guest speaker for the evening. Melissa shared her life and NFB story and answered questions from the audience. 

After presidential release 553 was played, Joel shared some information about the November 9th Bay Bridge Walk fundraiser. 

In the absence of Affiliate President, Ronza Othman, Millie gave a brief state report. She mentioned a number of upcoming events, including the Bid-for Opportunity scholarship dinner (November 15), the Winter market (November 16), state convention (February 12-15, 2026, and the NFBMD 2026 Labor Day cruise. The deadlines for requesting financial assistance for state convention as well as for preregistering and for making hotel reservations were given. 

The minutes for the September 14th meeting, which had previously been distributed by email, were approved. Scott gave the treasurer’s report. The opening balance was $868.22 and the current balance is $843.22. The treasurer’s report was accepted. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Millie reported on the chapter’s Blind Equality Achievement Month activities. Millie and Latonya Phipps-Cross went to Washington DC to meet with Congressman Johnny Olszewski to ask for his support for the NFB’s legislative agenda. On October 2 Millie together with some seniors from the BISM SAIL program staffed an NFB information table at the Towson Farmer’s Market for four hours; they engaged with twenty people. On October 12 Millie together with Eileen Lie and Teresa Graham ran an information table at the Baltimore Folk Music Society’s 50th anniversary festival and sold refreshments; they took in $105.00. Millie will be putting in a request for reimbursement for the items she purchased for resale. Julie also helped with some of the preparations for this event.

Millie shared information about the presentation of the Baltimore County White Cane Awareness Day proclamation scheduled for October 22. A list was taken of those who plan to attend. Ellen invited folks to the Library for the Blind and Print Disabled Friends Annual Meeting on October 25 at LBPD.

Finally, Ellen shared a helpful hint from a member. She Talked about simple labeling techniques such as using a rubber band to distinguish plain from fruit yogurt or shampoo from conditioner. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm.

Respectfully submitted
Ellen Ringlein, Secretary


