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This month the chapter met virtually over Zoom. President Millie Rivera called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

In attendance were Julie Abe, Anne Blackfield, Qualik Ford, Jenny Holcomb, Ellen Hayden, Eileen Ley (board member), Grady Mcmahan, Doug Miller, Ronza Othman, Christi Poore, Ellen Ringlein (Secretary), Millie Rivera (President), and Scott Soldan (Treasurer). Absent board members included Jerome Hicks, Scott White, and Joel Zimba (Vice President).

President Rivera opened the meeting with the NFB belief statement. Everyone introduced themselves and shared bell ringers. 

Presidential release 555 was played. 

The minutes for the November 11th meeting, which had previously been distributed by email, were approved. 

Scott Soldan gave the treasurer’s report. The opening balance was $648.22 and the current balance is $847.11. The treasurer’s report was accepted.

Affiliate President, Ronza Othman gave the state report. The affiliate is getting ready for the Day in Annapolis, which will occur on January 22. The issues this year will include access to autonomous vehicles in Maryland, funding for the NFB’s Center of Excellence in Nonvisual Accessibility, accessible mail in voting by phone, and funding for the DORS older blind program. Those who wish to participate this year are asked to register in advance to make planning easier. Ronza also referenced the Great Gathering In meeting on January 26, and the NFBMD in DC Day on January 27th; those who would like transportation to either of these events should contact Ellen Ringlein. Ronza then talked about the upcoming state convention in early February. She mentioned that each chapter will have an in person meeting at convention. Ronza also gave details about the affiliate’s Spring raffle fundraiser, the state and national scholarship programs, and the NFBMD cruise to Bermuda in September 2026. 

Douglas Miller was memborized and voted into the chapter. 
A motion was made to move the chapter meeting to the third Monday of the month; the motion carried. 

Millie announced that the TLC Chapter holiday blues party will take place on January 17 at 2 PM. Eileen has graciously offered to host. 

Qualik gave the nominating committee report, which was accepted. The following individuals were elected to serve for one year: President, Millie Rivera; Vice President, Eileen Ley; Secretary, Ellen Ringlein; Treasurer, Scott Soldan; and Board Members Julie Abe, Ellen Hayden, and Joel Zimba. As Joel was not present at the meeting a motion was made and adopted to suspend the election rules in his case. 

Ellen Ringlein presented a helpful hint from a member. She described how she uses BE My Eyes to locate stains on clothing, which she then marks with a safety pin, so she can treat them later. 

Millie led a discussion on how blind people can actively participate in holiday gatherings with family and friends. As the NFB’s Courtesy Rules of Blindness were referenced during the discussion and mentioned on the Presidential Release, Ellen Ringlein read them to the group. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted
Ellen Ringlein, Secretary



