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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION

OF THE BLIND PLEDGE:
I pledge to participate actively

in the efforts of the

National Federation of the Blind

to achieve equality, opportunity,

and security for the blind;

to support the policies and programs of the Federation;

and to abide by its Constitution

Melissa Riccobono, President

1026 East 36th Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21218

(410) 645-0632

president@nfbmd.org
NFB of Maryland Web site: www.nfbmd.org
“Greetings”
from the Officers and Board of Directors

Officers:

Melissa Riccobono, President, Baltimore

Debbie Brown, First Vice President, Rockville

Barry Hond, Second Vice President, Baltimore

Judy Rasmussen, Secretary, Kensington

Shawn Jacobson, Treasurer, Olney

Members of the Board of Directors:

Darlene Barrett, Columbia

Ray Jackson, Salisbury

Pauline Johnson, District Heights

Sharon Maneki, Columbia

Trudy Pickrel, McHenry

Renee West, Baltimore

The National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, is a nonprofit organization of blind persons, their families, and their friends.  We promote equal opportunities for the blind.  We provide advocacy services for the blind, special training programs for parents of blind children, job referrals and placements for the blind, public education programs, and scholarships to blind students, and we help the newly blind to acquire special techniques for maintaining productive lives.

 Committees of the
National Federation of the Blind of Maryland
Anna Freysz Cable Award Committee

Debbie Brown, Chairman

Convention Child Care

Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator

Convention Hospitality Committee

Wilma Smith, Chairman

Convention Registration Committee

Sonia Little, Chairman

Distinguished Educator of Blind Children Award Committee

Sharon Maneki, Chairman

Door Prize Committee

Darlene Barrett, Chairman

Jennifer Baker Award Committee

Susan Baker, Chairman

Kenneth Jernigan Award Committee

Dr. Marc Maurer, Chairman

SUN and tenBroek Memorial Fund Auction

Terri Uttermohlen, Chairman

Nominations Committee

Barry Hond, Chairman

PAC Plan Committee

Mark Riccobono, Chairman

Resolutions Committee

James McCarthy, Chairman

Scholarship Committee

Millie Rivera-Rau, Chairman

Youth Activity Committee

Meleah Jensen, Maurice Peret, Amy Phelps, 
and Trudy Pickrel Co-Chairmen

Chapters and Divisions of the

National Federation of the Blind of Maryland
At Large Chapter

Melissa Riccobono, Coordinator ( (410) 645-0632

Monthly meetings second Thursday via conference call

Baltimore County Chapter

Ruth Sager, President ( (410) 602-9030

Monthly meetings fourth Thursday

Central Maryland Chapter

Darlene Barrett, President ( (410) 997-9664

Monthly meetings first Tuesday

Delmarva Chapter

Ray Jackson, President ( (410) 543-8371

Monthly meetings second Saturday

Greater Baltimore Chapter

Chris Danielsen, President ( (410) 659-9314, ext. 2330 

Monthly meetings third Saturday

Greater Cumberland Chapter

Jason Adkins, President ( (301) 759-3232

Monthly meetings fourth Thursday 

National Harbor Chapter

Michelle Clark, President ( (301) 583-8585

Monthly meetings fourth Saturday

Sligo Creek Chapter

Debbie Brown, President ( (301) 881-1892

Monthly meetings second Saturday

TriCounty Chapter

Melissa Burch, President ( (240) 298-5235

Monthly meetings third Saturday

Parents of Blind Children Division

Trudy Pickrel, President ( (301) 387-4182 

Maryland Association of Blind Students

Alycia Breitschwerdt, President ( (443) 690-4023

Senior Issues Division

Ruth Sager, President ( (410) 602-9030

BRAILLE SPECTATOR

The Braille Spectator is published for members of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland and others who share an interest in the work of this organization.  Free subscriptions (in print) can be obtained upon request. The Braille Spectator can also be read on the Web at http://www.nfbmd.org or can be listened to on the local channel of NFB-NEWSLINE®.  
JOHN T. McCRAW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The John T. McCraw Scholarship Program, named in honor of the late long-time president of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland and the undisputed leader of Maryland’s blind community, has been established to promote post-secondary educational opportunities and superior rehabilitation training for Maryland’s blind students.  

High School Graduates

The recipients may use these scholarships to defray the cost of educational expenses incurred at any post-secondary institution.  

Youth and Seniors

Middle school and high school students, as well as seniors experiencing vision loss, may use these scholarships to defray the cost of rehabilitation training provided by any qualified rehabilitation agency for the blind.  

STAY CONNECTED AND INFORMED!
Please follow the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland on Twitter!  Visit http://www.twitter.com/NFBMD to receive affiliate news and updates.

Stay connected with your fellow Maryland Federationists by joining our state email listserv.  This list allows you to receive affiliate and national announcements, and also to start and participate in discussions regarding blindness and blindness issues.  To sign up, visit http://www.nfbnet.org,
click on “Join or drop NFB mailing lists,” then on “NFBMD,” and follow the instructions.

Visit us online at http://www.nfbmd.org.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ABOUT THE CAROUSEL

The Carousel Hotel and Resort is located at 11700 Coastal Highway, Ocean City. Coastal Highway, the main route through Ocean City, runs from north to south.  Cross streets are numbered; numbers increase as you travel north.

Entering the lobby of the Carousel from the main entrance, Coastal Highway is behind you and the famed Ocean City beach is directly ahead of you.  Off the lobby, the front desk is on your right and elevators are on your left.  

Walking through the lobby towards the beach, you will enter the Carousel’s Atrium after passing through a set of double doors.  Turning left, as soon as you enter the Atrium, the Ice Rink is on your right.  The Delaware, Washington, Maryland, and Virginia Rooms (in that order) are on your left, and the Game Room is straight ahead of you.  Turning right at the end of the Ice Rink, and proceeding toward the beach, you will come to the Seasons Restaurant and Lounge located at the far left corner of the Atrium. 

Again entering the Atrium, straight ahead of you is the Brass Ring Bistro, featuring hand-dipped as well as soft serve ice cream, ice cream bars, popcorn, and cotton candy, as well as a variety of candy including Swedish Fish, Gummy Bears, Jelly Bellies, and Trail Mix.  This is also where you can get a variety of breakfast options including Seattle’s Best Coffee, Krispy Kremes, bagels, cereal, etc.  Walking to the back of the Brass Ring Bistro, then turning left with the Ice Rink on your left, is another way to get to the Seasons Restaurant and Lounge.

Starting again at the main entrance to the Atrium, and walking straight ahead, the Ice Rink will be on your left and the Indoor Swimming Pool, Whirlpool, Exercise Room and Sauna, Restrooms, the Pennsylvania Room, and the Gift Shop will all be to your right.

Combine pleasure with business at the Carousel Hotel and Resort.  Enjoy breakfast, lunch, or dinner in the Seasons Restaurant, a casual oceanfront dining room, open from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Be sure to try the dinner specials from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Snacks and sandwiches are also available in the lounge.  To accommodate the convention, the lounge will open at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday if you wish to purchase a sandwich for the ride home.  The buses will leave shortly after adjournment, so don’t delay.

The Carousel’s extensive recreational facilities include an Indoor Swimming Pool, Exercise Room, and Ice Rink.  Sink into the Whirlpool and relax in the Sauna after a workout or spend the afternoon strolling along the beach.

OUTSIDE ATTRACTIONS

Facing towards Coastal Highway outside the main entrance, on the same side and to the right of the hotel on Coastal Highway, is The Crabcake Factory, which is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  

Facing towards Coastal Highway outside the main entrance, across the street and to the right, will be Burger King, Food Lion, Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robbins, CVS drug store, Billy’s Subs, Dolle’s fine candies, Whiskers Pub, No. 1 Chinese Restaurant, and 7-11.

Across the street, to the left and up about a block, will be the Gold Coast Mall, with several other stores and a movie theater.  

All of these things are within two blocks from the right or from the left.
Ocean City is loaded with many fine restaurants and interesting attractions.  Because you will be having such a grand time at our convention, you will not have time for any of them!  However, if you need to use paratransit transportation during your stay, call (410) 723-1606 or (410) 723-1607.
Note to Guide Dog Users:

The Carousel Hotel asks any guide dog user to use the dog relief area, located across 118th Street near the hotel’s parking garage.  To get to this area, exit the hotel through the front door and turn right.  Go to the corner and cross 118th Street.  Approximately five feet from the corner on the left side there are rocks and dirt for dog relief, and also bags and a garbage can for disposing of waste.  If you need assistance finding this area, please ask at the front desk and one of the hotel staff members will be happy to show you where to go.

REGISTRATION

Registration and packet pickup for the convention will be held outside the Maryland, Virginia, and Delaware Rooms in the Atrium on Friday from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.; on Saturday from 8:00 to 8:40 a.m. and 12:00 noon to 12:15 p.m.; and on Sunday from 8:30 to 8:50 a.m.

Registration fee: $20.00

Banquet: $40.00 per person

Senior Issues Division and Parents Division Luncheons: $18.00 per person
Banquet Ticket Exchange, Saturday 1:20 to 2:00 p.m. outside Maryland and Virginia Rooms.  Turn in banquet tickets to reserve seating at a specific table.  Banquet Ticket Exchange is necessitated by the large number of persons attending the banquet.

All persons taking advantage of the reduced room rates offered by the Carousel Hotel and Resort for this convention are required to register with the convention and to pay the registration fee of $20.00.
DOOR PRIZES

Darlene Barrett is the chairman of the Door Prize Committee.  Many of you have been hard at work gathering fabulous door prizes for this convention.  Please turn in your door prizes to Darlene as soon as possible.  You must be registered for the convention and present when your name is called in order to win a door prize.  Door prizes will be awarded during the general sessions on Saturday and Sunday and during the convention banquet.
CHILDREN’S FUN FAIR (CONVENTION CHILD CARE)

All child care (for children ages 6 weeks to 9 years) will take place in the Washington Room. Hours are: Friday, 12:45 to 5:00 p.m. and 6:15 to 8:35 p.m. (dinner not provided); and Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. (lunch and dinner will be provided).  Parents should contact Trudy Pickrel for details.  


ROOM CHARGES


You may charge meals, phone calls and incidentals to your room by presenting a credit card to the front desk when checking in. The hotel levies additional charges on all phone calls made from your room. These charges are your responsibility. Please take care of these charges when you check out of your room on Sunday.  

HOTEL CHECK OUT AND LUGGAGE HANDLING

On Sunday, you must check out of your room before 12:30 p.m.  

If you are leaving the Carousel by NFB of Maryland bus, please bring your luggage to the Delaware Room between 7:30 and 9:00 a.m. Sunday, where it will be tagged and held for storage until 12:00 noon, when buses will be loaded.  Since buses will be making more than one stop, we need your luggage early so that it can be identified for the correct drop-off location.  Please be sure that your luggage is clearly labeled with your name, address, and telephone number.
TRANSPORTATION

If you came to the Carousel Hotel and Resort on transportation provided by the NFB of Maryland, you should expect to return on the same vehicle that brought you here.  However, some changes may be necessary to accommodate one-way passengers.  Please pay careful attention to transportation updates made during the Sunday morning general session.
HOSPITALITY

Stop by the Hospitality Suite, Room 612, for refreshments and fellowship Saturday morning from 7:00 to 8:35 a.m. and Sunday morning from 7:00 to 8:50 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT HOSPITALITY AND TALENT SHOW
Join us at 8:00 p.m. in the Pennsylvania Room for hospitality and talent night.  Sing solo or in a group, or be in the cheering section.  Just leave your inhibitions at the door!  In addition to musical entertainment, we will be giving people opportunities to tell spooky stories or read spine-tingling poetry.  Have you ever had something happen to you that just cannot be explained?  Do you have a favorite ghost story or spooky poem from childhood?  Please plan to share these poems and tales beginning around 10:00 p.m.  Master of Ceremonies: Anil Lewis, Baltimore, Maryland.  Guest Judge, our National Rep, John Fritz, Kendall, Wisconsin.  Prizes for the best acts will be awarded!  Complimentary snacks and beverages will be provided.
FUNDING THE MOVEMENT

Donations and pledges to the NFB of Maryland will be taken during the banquet.  The affiliate is in desperate need of funds at this time.

A PAC Plan pledge form is included in this booklet for your convenience.  Please use it to join the PAC Plan or increase your monthly PAC pledge.  Please see Mark Riccobono at the PAC table during general sessions Saturday and Sunday in order to join the PAC Plan or increase your pledge. 
The Braille agenda includes a print copy of the PAC Plan pledge form.

Our auction for SUN, the Jernigan Fund, and the Jacobus tenBroek Memorial Fund will take place spontaneously throughout the convention.  Bring your auction items to Terri Uttermohlen as soon as possible.  Be ready to bid at any time on that must-have item!
RACE FOR INDEPENDENCE

The Race for Independence is quite simply the expression of our desire to speed toward our goal of achieving first-class citizenship status in society at an ever-increasing pace.  It is the anchor of the National Federation of the Blind’s Imagination Fund, the annual campaign to raise proceeds for NFB programs at the national, state, and local levels.   

The 2011-2012 Race for Independence began on August 1, 2011, and will culminate in Dallas, Texas, the site of the 2012 Convention of the National Federation of the Blind. 

Visit www.raceforindependence.org to learn more about the Race for Independence and to register to become an Imaginator.  Imaginators are supporters of the Imagination Fund, who have made commitments to spread the word about the work of the National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute and to secure funding for its programs and initiatives.  Imaginators need to re-register even if they were signed up in the past.  Please see Jason Ewell at the Imagination Fund table and sign up to be an Imaginator!

TEXT2GIVE

The NFB has launched the Text2Give program, a fundraising effort focused on improving education and technology for blind Americans and supporting other NFB initiatives.  The Text2Give program enables anyone with a cellular telephone to give a $10 contribution by text message, on the spot.  The contributions will go to the NFB Imagination Fund, which supports the education, technology, and research projects of the NFB Jernigan Institute, as well as programs conducted by the fifty-two affiliates and over seven hundred local chapters of the Federation.  The Imagination Fund helps provide innovative programs that encourage blind youth to participate in scientific careers and help seniors to adjust to vision loss.  By encouraging friends, family, and others to text the word BLIND to 85944, you can help raise critical funds for NFB programs at the local, state, and national levels.
EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK
Do you know it is currently legal in the United States to pay people with disabilities less than the minimum wage?  This practice is unfair, unjust, and immoral.  On October 4, 2011, Congressman Cliff Stearns (R-FL) and Congressman Tim Bishop (D-NY) introduced the Fair Wages for Workers with Disabilities Act of 2011 (H.R. 3086).  The bill would phase out Section 14(c) of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), which allows employers holding special wage certificates to pay their workers with disabilities less than the federal minimum wage.
If you support fair wages for all workers, please consider contacting your representative in Congress and urging him or her to sign on to H.R. 3086.  We will be discussing this topic in more detail throughout this convention.

 NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF MARYLAND

Forty-Fifth Annual Convention 
AGENDA
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28
11:30 a.m. – 3:55 p.m.  Seeing thru the Ocean to the Final Prize: 
A Conference for Parents and Teachers (Part 1)
11:30 – 12:15   Registration
12:30  Conference Begins
Sponsored by the Maryland Parents of Blind Children (MDPOBC). Part 1 of this conference addresses the role of the MDPOBC, opportunities for summer learning and fun for blind youth, creating an IEP appropriate for the transitioning child, and age appropriate social skills.

Trudy Pickrel, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children; McHenry, Maryland
This conference will begin in the Washington Room, and then move to Room 611 

12:45 – 5:00  Children’s Fun Fair (Convention Child Care) 
Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator; McHenry, Maryland

Washington Room
1:00 – 6:00  NFB-NEWSLINE® Demonstration, Survey, and Contest
Find out what’s new with NFB-NEWSLINE®!  It’s not just for your telephone anymore!  Peruse job listings, store ads, and international publications!
Enroll in the drawing for $50 cash by participating in the NFB-NEWSLINE® survey.  Contest ends before Saturday morning session.

Maryland Room






1:00 – 6:00  Technology Exhibits 
Try your skill at the blind Driver Challenge Simulator; Examine the Kurzweil—NFB Reader Mobile; check out the latest offerings from a variety of companies and organizations who provide technology and services for the blind. 
Maryland Room
1:00 – 3:30  Communication: Using Reading Machines, The Pen Friend, and Other High and Low Tech Devices
A seminar for seniors.  This seminar is limited to sixteen participants.  Interested seniors should have registered before convention.  Please feel free however, to stop in to this seminar if you are interested and see if there is room for you.

Ruth Sager, President, Senior Issues Division, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Pikesville, Maryland 
Delaware Room 

1:00 – 2:00  Water Aerobics
Start the convention with a splash!  You will not even realize you are exercising. 

Rosalind Pearlman; Pikesville, Maryland 

Swimming Pool

1:15 – 2:15  iDevices . . . What Is All the Buzz About?
Learn about popular Apple products: iPod Touch, iPhone, iPad, and Mac.  Explore how these products are accessible out of the box.  Discover the power of these products in all aspects of everyday life from entertainment, to work, to school, to home, and everything in between!
Amy Mason, Access Technology Specialist, Jernigan Institute, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

Anthony Olivero, Access Technology Specialist, Jernigan Institute, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

Virginia Room

1:30 – 4:30   Student Round Up
Meet, get to know, and network with other blind teens and college students in a variety of formal and informal activities including ice skating, a trip to the technology exhibits, and various discussions.

Alycia Breitschwerdt, President, Maryland Association of Blind Students; Baltimore, Maryland

Karen Anderson, First Vice President, National Association of Blind Students, and President, Nebraska Association of Blind Students; Lincoln, Nebraska

Room 612

1:30 – 2:30  Know Your Legal Rights: A Quick and Dirty Review of Laws That Protect Blind Persons
A brief summary of the laws that ensure blind persons have equal access to schools, jobs, information, and public life.  There will be time for questions and answers, as well as an opportunity to schedule private consultations.
Timothy Elder, formerly the Disability Rights Fellow at Brown, Goldstein and Levy, LLP, and currently in private practice at TRE Legal, LLC; Baltimore, Maryland
Pennsylvania Room
2:00 – 4:00  Convention Registration and Packet Pick-up

Outside Maryland, Virginia, and Delaware Rooms

2:30 – 3:30   There’s an App for That
A look at the different applications accessible to the blind on iDevices.

Anne Taylor, Director of Access Technology, Jernigan Institute, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
Anthony Olivero, Access Technology Specialist, Jernigan Institute, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

Virginia Room

2:45 – 3:45
Know Your Legal Rights: A Quick and Dirty Review of Laws That Protect Blind Persons
A brief summary of the laws that ensure blind persons have equal access to schools, jobs, information, and public life.  There will be time for questions and answers, as well as an opportunity to schedule private consultations.
Timothy Elder, formerly the Disability Rights Fellow at Brown, Goldstein and Levy, LLP, and currently in private practice at TRE Legal, LLC; Baltimore, Maryland

Pennsylvania Room

4:00 – 5:00   Board of Directors Meeting 
Everyone is encouraged to attend!

Virginia Room

5:00 – 7:00  Convention Registration and Packet Pick-Up
Outside Maryland, Virginia, and Delaware Rooms

5:00 – 6:30  Maryland Association of Blind Students Business Meeting

Alycia Breitschwerdt, President, Maryland Association of Blind Students; Baltimore, Maryland

Virginia Room

5:00 – 6:00  What Are the Federation and State Convention All About?

A gathering for first-time convention attendees.
Chris Danielsen, President, Greater Baltimore Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

Delaware Room

5:30 – 8:30  Ice Follies:  Ice Skating for the Adventuresome
$6.00 per person, includes skate rental. 

Ice Rink (Atrium)

6:15 – 8:35  Children’s Fun Fair (Convention Child Care)
Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator; McHenry, Maryland

Washington Room

6:30 – 8:30  Seeing Through the Ocean to the Final Prize: A Conference for Parents and Teachers (Part 2)
Sponsored by the Maryland Parents of Blind Children. Part 2 of this conference will cover helping blind children succeed in math, and strategies which can be used in order to overcome behavioral challenges.

Trudy Pickrel, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children; McHenry, Maryland

Room 611

6:30 – 7:30  We Raise Children Too: A Gathering for Blind Parents
Network with other blind parents and share tips and tricks of the trade.  Ask those burning “How do I?” questions.  This gathering is for all blind parents, regardless of the ages of your children, and for anyone interested in parenting and children.

Melissa Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

Delaware Room

7:30   National Federation of the Blind of Maryland Resolutions Committee Meeting
James McCarthy, Chairman; Baltimore, Maryland

Maryland Room

8:00 – Midnight   Hospitality and Talent Show
Sing solo or in a group, or be in the cheering section.  Dance to the music.  Tell ghost stories, or read spooky poetry.  Leave your inhibitions at the door!

Master of Ceremonies: Anil Lewis; Baltimore, Maryland 
Complimentary snacks and beverages will be provided.

Pennsylvania Room

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29
7:00 – 8:35  Hospitality
Room 612

7:15 – 8:15 2011 BELL Reunion for Students and Parents
Room 611
7:15 – 8:15  Let’s Make Our Voices Heard: A Meeting for Guide Dog Users and Those Interested in Guide Dogs
Join in valuable discussions about future plans for a Guide Dog Issues Committee in the NFB of Maryland! Coffee and doughnuts will be served.

Janice Toothman, Coordinator; Bowie, Maryland
Room 610
7:45 – 8:40   Convention Registration and Packet Pick-up
Outside Maryland, Virginia, and Delaware Rooms

8:15 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.  Children’s Fun Fair (Convention Child Care)
Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator; McHenry, Maryland

Washington Room

General sessions will be held in the Maryland and Virginia Rooms.
MORNING SESSION
8:45 
Call to Order, Invocation, and Convention Announcements
9:00
Report from the National Office
John Fritz, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind, President, National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin; Kendall, Wisconsin
 


9:30   Let’s “PAC” ’Em In: Get On the PAC Plan Today!
Mark Riccobono, Chairman, NFBMD PAC Committee; Baltimore, Maryland

9:40   Successful Rehabilitation Opens Doors

Sue Schafer, Director, Office of Blindness and Vision Services, Division of Rehabilitation Services, Maryland State Department of Education; Baltimore, Maryland

9:55  Questions and Discussion

10:00  Unequal Pay for Equal Work Is Unfair, Discriminatory, and Immoral: A Call to Action!

John G. Paré Jr., Director of Strategic Initiatives, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

Anil Lewis, Director of Strategic Communications, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

10:20  Strengthening Civil Rights for the Blind
Carl Snowden, Director of Civil Rights, Office of the Maryland Attorney General; Annapolis, Maryland

10:35  Questions and Discussion
10:45  Making a Difference: The NFB Leadership and Advocacy in Washington DC (LAW) Program

Christopher Nusbaum, 2011 LAW Participant; Taneytown, Maryland

Jackie Otwell, Teacher of the Blind and Visually Impaired, Carroll County Public Schools; Finksburg, Maryland

11:05  Books, Technology, Jobs, and Partnerships: What’s New at the Maryland State Library for the Blind? 
Jill Lewis, Director, Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped; Baltimore, Maryland

Jim McCarthy, Maryland Accessible Textbook Coordinator; Baltimore, Maryland
Stephanie Durnford, Management Associate, Maryland Accessible Textbook Program; Baltimore, Maryland
11:25  Questions and Discussion
11:30  Just Imagine: The Imagination Fund at Work in Maryland and Beyond
Chris Danielsen, President, Greater Baltimore Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

Darlene Barrett, President, Central Maryland Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Columbia, Maryland

11:50  Reports and Resolutions 

12:00  Adjourn
12:00 - 12:15  Convention Registration and Packet Pick-up
Outside Maryland, Virginia, and Delaware Rooms

12:00 - 1:45   Luncheon—The Education of Blind or Visually Impaired Students
For parents, students, and teachers of blind students.
Trudy Pickrel, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; McHenry, Maryland 
Pennsylvania Room

 12:00 - 1:45  Luncheon—Reclaiming Independence after Vision Loss
For seniors and others facing vision loss.
Sponsored by Vanda Pharmaceuticals, Centers for Sleep Disorders (www.24sleepwake.com).
Ruth Sager, President, Senior Issues Division, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Pikesville, Maryland

Delaware Room

1:20 - 2:00  Banquet Exchange
Outside Maryland and Virginia Rooms

AFTERNOON SESSION

2:00  Call to Order
2:05  We Learned Braille, Practiced Blindness Techniques, and Had Tons of Fun: The 2011 Maryland BELL Program
Jackie Otwell, 2011 BELL Instructor; Finksburg, Maryland
2011 BELL Students

2:25  Speaking of Braille: A Report from the Maryland Braille Task Force

Lisa Wright, Statewide Blind/Visually Impaired and Low Incidence Disability Specialist, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, Maryland State Department of Education; Baltimore, Maryland

2:40  Questions and Discussion
2:50  The Maryland School for the Blind: What’s New, and What Has Stayed the Same?
Karen Frank, Assistant Principal, Maryland School for the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
3:05  Questions and Discussion
3:10  Where Have We Been?  Where Are We Going?  How Can I Get Involved?: NFBMD Presidential Report
Melissa Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

3:30  The Right to a Secret Ballot
Rick Urps, Deputy Director for Election Reform, Maryland State Board of Elections; Annapolis, Maryland

3:45  Questions and Discussion
3:55  They Are Proud to Pay No Less Than Minimum Wage: An Update from Blind Industries and Services of Maryland
Fred Puente, President, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland; Salisbury, Maryland

4:10  Questions and Discussion
4:15  We Raise Children Too: Blind Fathers Tell Their Stories

Jesse Hartle, Father of Kayla; Baltimore, Maryland

Mark Riccobono, Austin and Oriana’s Father; Baltimore, Maryland

Anil Lewis, Amari’s Dad; Baltimore, Maryland

John Fritz, Father of Mark, Anna, Logan, Lindsey, Tina, Katie, and Andrew; Kendall, Wisconsin

4:55  Reports and Resolutions
5:00  Adjourn
6:00  Reception and Cash Bar  

Atrium

7:00  Forty-Fifth Annual Convention Banquet
Master of Ceremonies: Dr. Marc Maurer, President, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

Keynote Banquet Address: John Fritz, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind, and President, National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin; Kendall, Wisconsin
Scholarships and Awards 

Pennsylvania Room

After Banquet  Student Division “Games and Social”
Everyone is a student!

Delaware Room

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
7:00 - 8:50  Hospitality
Room 612

7:30 - 8:30
  Board Meeting, Maryland Parents of Blind Children

Trudy Pickrel, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children; McHenry, Maryland

Room 809
7:30  Luggage Collection (for bus passengers only)
Delaware Room

8:00 - 8:30
  Nonsectarian Devotions
Lloyd & Judy Rasmussen, Sligo Creek Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Kensington, Maryland 

Maryland and Virginia Rooms

8:30 - 8:50
  Registration
Outside Maryland and Virginia Rooms

MORNING SESSION

9:00  Call to Order and Invocation
9:05  Wow!  I Can DO That with NFB-NEWSLINE®???
Renee West, Manager of Marketing and Outreach, Sponsored Technology, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland 
9:30  Questions and Discussion
9:35  Affiliate Elections
9:50  Striving for Independence and Slamming Misconceptions: Independence 2011
Amy Phelps, Youth Services Coordinator, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

Karen Anderson, Coordinator, Independence 2011; Lincoln, Nebraska

Independence 2011 Students

10:20  Resolutions
10:50  The Silver Scorpion: A Federationist Travels to Syria
Melissa Lomax, Vice President, Maryland Association of Blind Students; Baltimore, Maryland 
11:05  Questions and Discussion
11:10  What Do Those Students Do Anyway?

Karen Anderson, First Vice President, National Association of Blind Students, and President, Nebraska Association of Blind Students; Lincoln, Nebraska

11:20  Giving Back: Federationists at Work
James Konechne, Braille Instructor, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

Michelle Clark, I.T. Analyst, U.S. Department of Agriculture; Springdale, Maryland

Michael Bullis, Director, Image Center for People with Disabilities; Baltimore, Maryland
11:50  Business Meeting 
12:00  Adjourn
Message of Thanks


Thank you to all of those who answered the call and made this convention such a big success.  This includes those who spoke on panels and individually; worked in the child care room; helped with the sound system, convention recording, and convention streaming; planned and ran Friday seminars; worked hospitality; helped with the new member gathering; worked with blind tweens and teens; and helped in any other ways I am forgetting.  This convention would not have run so smoothly without all of your assistance.

I would very much like to thank our National Representative, John Fritz, for providing a national perspective at this convention, and speaking on our “blind fathers” panel. Thanks also to Karen Anderson for taking the time to serve as our representative from the National Association of Blind Students.

In addition, I would like to thank the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland Board of Directors for all of their support, guidance, and willingness help over the past year.  Our affiliate is growing in so many ways, and without our teamwork this growth would not be possible.  As always, a special thank you to Sharon Maneki for all of her work, especially on convention details.  Sharon works tirelessly for the NFB of Maryland every day, and I am truly grateful for all of the wisdom, organization, insight, experience, and humor she brings.  

I would also like to thank all of the members of the affiliate who volunteered for projects, gave input and suggestions, and helped in so many other ways, large and small, to make our affiliate strong and vibrant.  I look forward to many opportunities to work with all of you in new and exciting ways in the upcoming years.  Remember, there are always jobs to be done; please do not hesitate to volunteer your time and talents!  

The NFB of Maryland is truly blessed to have Mary Ellen Thompson working with us.  Thank you, Mary Ellen, for all of the wonderful services you have given so willingly over the past year.  You have done everything from driving to destinations near and far, reading documents simple and complex, changing diapers, baby rocking, Lego building, providing information . . . and the list goes on.  Thank you for bringing with you your kind spirit, knowledge of and personal history with the Federation, and willingness to work and help everywhere you go.

Last, but certainly not least, thank you at least one hundred times to my husband, Mark, and our children, Austin and Oriana.  Mark, this year has been busier than the one before; thank you for always supporting my work in every way.  Thank you also for your sound advice, and being so eager to help.  Austin, thank you for being so patient when I need to work instead of playing with you.  Oriana, thank you for always being ready to cuddle when I need a break.  Thank you both for making me laugh and smile every day, and for helping me stay focused on the real important things in life.

It is an honor to be the president of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland.  I look forward to another year of service with excitement.

Melissa Riccobono, President

National Federation of the Blind of Maryland
Thank You to Our Sponsors

The National Federation of the Blind of Maryland would like to thank our 2011 convention sponsors.

Independence Level

Blind Industries and Services of Maryland (BISM) Rehabilitation Department (www.bism.org/rehab.cfm)

Maryland Technology Assistance Program (www.mdtap.org)

Vanda Pharmaceuticals, Center for Sleep and Wake Disorders (www.24sleepwake.com)

Equality Level

Municipal Employees Credit Union (www.mecu.com)
