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Independence Level
Center for Sleep and Wake Disorders (www.vandapharma.com)
Equality Level
Maryland Technology Assistance Program (www.mdtap.org)
Melissa Riccobono, President

1026 East 36th Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21218

(410) 645-0632

president@nfbmd.org
NFB of Maryland Web site: www.nfbmd.org
“Greetings”

from the Officers and Board of Directors

Officers:

Melissa Riccobono, President, Baltimore

Debbie Brown, First Vice President, Rockville

Barry Hond, Second Vice President, Baltimore

Judy Rasmussen, Secretary, Kensington

Shawn Jacobson, Treasurer, Olney

Members of the Board of Directors:

Darlene Barrett, Columbia
Michelle Clark, Spring Dale 

Shahinaz Gadalla, Rockville

Ray Jackson, Salisbury

Melissa Lomax, Baltimore

Sharon Maneki, Columbia

The National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, is a nonprofit organization of blind persons, their families, and their friends. We promote equal opportunities for the blind. We provide advocacy services for the blind, special training programs for parents of blind children, job referrals and placements for the blind, public education programs, and scholarships to blind students, and we help the newly blind to acquire special techniques for maintaining productive lives.
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION

OF THE BLIND PLEDGE:

I pledge to participate actively

in the efforts of the

National Federation of the Blind

to achieve equality, opportunity,

and security for the blind;

to support the policies and
programs of the Federation;

and to abide by its constitution.

Committees of the 
National Federation of the Blind of Maryland

Anna Freysz Cable Award Committee

Debbie Brown, Chairman

Convention Child Care

Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator
Convention Registration Committee

Sonia Little, Chairman

Distinguished Educator of Blind Children Award Committee

Sharon Maneki, Chairman

Door Prize Committee

Darlene Barrett, Chairman

Jennifer Baker Award Committee

Susan Baker, Chairman

Kenneth Jernigan Award Committee

Dr. Marc Maurer, Chairman

SUN, Jernigan Fund, and tenBroek Memorial Fund Auction

Terri Uttermohlen, Chairman

Imagination Fund Committee

Jason Ewell, Chairman

Nominations Committee

Barry Hond, Chairman

PAC Plan Committee

Mark Riccobono, Chairman

Resolutions Committee

Jim McCarthy, Chairman

Scholarship Committee

Millie Rivera-Rau, Chairman

Youth Activity Committee

Susan Polansky, Trudy Pickrel, and Dan Wenzel, Co-Chairmen
Chapters, Divisions, and Special Interest Committees of the
National Federation of the Blind of Maryland

At Large Chapter

Mike Bullis, Coordinator ( (443) 286-9001
Monthly meetings (via telephone) fourth Thursday

Call (424) 203-8075, access code 720125#

Baltimore County Chapter

Ruth Sager, President ( (410) 602-9030

Monthly meetings fourth Thursday

Central Maryland Chapter

Darlene Barrett, President ( (410) 997-9664

Monthly meetings first Tuesday

Delmarva Chapter

Ray Jackson, President ( (410) 543-8371

Monthly meetings second Saturday

Greater Baltimore Chapter

Chris Danielsen, President ( (410) 659-9314, ext. 2330

Monthly meetings third Saturday

Greater Cumberland Chapter

Jason Adkins, President ( (301) 759-3232

Monthly meetings fourth Thursday

National Harbor Chapter

Michelle Clark, President ( (301) 683-8585

Monthly meetings fourth Saturday

Sligo Creek Chapter

Debbie Brown, President ( (301) 881-1892

Monthly meetings second Saturday
Tri-County Chapter

Melissa Burch, President ( (240) 298-5235

Monthly meetings third Saturday
Blind Parent Committee

Mary Jo Hartle, Chairman ( mjhartle23@gmail.com
Guide Dog Committee

Janice Toothman, Chairman ( janice.toothman@verizon.net
Maryland Parents of Blind Children Division

Trudy Pickrel, President ( (301) 501-1818
Maryland Association of Blind Students

Melissa Lomax, President ( (410) 608-6118
Seniors Issues Division

Ruth Sager, President ( (410) 602-9030
JOHN T. McCRAW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The John T. McCraw Scholarship Program, named in honor of the late longtime president of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland and undisputed leader of Maryland’s blind community, has been established to promote post-secondary educational opportunities and superior rehabilitation training for Maryland’s blind students. 
High School Graduates

The recipients may use these scholarships to defray the cost of educational expenses incurred at any post-secondary institution. 
Youth and Seniors

Middle school and high school students, as well as seniors experiencing vision loss, may use these scholarships to defray the cost of rehabilitation training provided by any qualified rehabilitation agency for the blind. 
STAY CONNECTED AND INFORMED!
Please follow the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland on Twitter! Visit http://www.twitter.com/nfbmd to receive affiliate news and updates.

You can also like us on Facebook! Visit http://www.facebook.com/nfbmd.
Stay connected with your fellow Maryland Federationists by joining our state e-mail listserv. This list allows you to receive affiliate and national announcements, and also to start and participate in discussions regarding blindness and blindness issues. To sign up, visit http://www.nfbnet.org. Click on “Join or drop NFB mailing lists,” then on “NFBMD,” and follow the instructions.

The Braille Spectator is published for members of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland and others who share an interest in the work of this organization. Free subscriptions (in print) can be obtained upon request. The Braille Spectator can also be read on the Web at http://www.nfbmd.org or can be listened to on the local channel of NFB-NEWSLINE®. 
Visit us online at http://www.nfbmd.org.
FUNDING THE MOVEMENT

Donations and pledges to the NFB of Maryland will be taken during the banquet. The affiliate is in desperate need of funds at this time.

A PAC Plan pledge form is included in this booklet for your convenience. Please use it to join the PAC Plan or increase your monthly PAC pledge. Please see Mark Riccobono at the PAC table in order to join or increase your contribution to the PAC Plan. The Braille agenda includes a print copy of the PAC Plan pledge form.

Our auction for SUN, the Jernigan Fund, and the Jacobus tenBroek Memorial Fund will take place spontaneously throughout the convention. Bring your auction items to Terri Uttermohlen as soon as possible. Be ready to bid at any time on that must-have item.

TEXT2GIVE

The NFB has launched the Text2Give program, a fundraising effort focused on improving education and technology for blind Americans and supporting other NFB initiatives. The Text2Give program enables anyone with a cellular telephone to give a $10 contribution by text message, on the spot. The contributions will go to the NFB Imagination Fund, which supports the education, technology, and research projects of the NFB Jernigan Institute, as well as programs conducted by the fifty-two affiliates and over seven hundred local chapters of the Federation. The Imagination Fund helps provide innovative programs that encourage blind youth to participate in scientific careers and help seniors to adjust to vision loss. By encouraging friends, family, and others to text the word BLIND to 85944, you can help raise critical funds for NFB programs at the local, state, and national levels. 

ABOUT THE DOUBLETREE


The Doubletree Hotel Annapolis is two blocks from Riva Road, across the end of Holiday Court. Its three-story building has the main entrance and lobby facing Riva. Around the corner to the left is the Concourse Lobby for meeting rooms on the level above it and below it and the six-story tower. Tower level two is the same as the main lobby level.
LOBBY: On the right side: self-serve gift and deli shop (pay desk clerk), check-in desk, staff doorway, door to hall (up seven steps for rooms 101-117), seating on area rug, and to its right, an empty room. On the left side: door to maître d’ for Ports of Call restaurant-bar-outdoor patio, six-passenger elevator (to rooms 201-243 and 301-343), talking ATM, then the rug-covered tower section.

TOWER: Straight ahead is the comfortable Admiral Fireplace Alcove with a flat-screen TV above the mantle. Turn any corners but stay on the left to find: Harbour Room (South, North), Mainsail Ballroom (East, Main, West), a stairway down at the end of the hall, then the tower elevator at level two. (Shortcut—it’s across from Mainsail West.) The hall door to tower rooms 262-282 is on the elevator’s right side. (Ditto for each level of guest rooms.) On tower level one (below you) the exercise room is the last guest room on the right behind a glass wall and door: use keycard reader beside right door frame. 
From tower level two, always turning left, walk down the staircase (with landing halfway) to the Concourse Lobby, continue down a second staircase (with landing) to the Conference Center Concourse (on the lowest level), or use the elevator then the ramp. All these rooms are on the right: Coastal Ballroom (three sections—West, Main, East), the Windward Room, the Leeward Room, and then, hall’s end. 
RAMP: In the Concourse Lobby, turn right from the level-one elevator, cross to the opposite wall: the ramp begins to the left of the glass exit doors and descends along two outer walls.

MALLS: From the hotel, on the other side of Riva Road, Forest Drive has Annapolis Towne Center at Parole on the left (two blocks beyond Riva) and, on the right, Festival at Riva (see hotel staff for directions). Neither is pedestrian-friendly. The Doubletree does have a complimentary hotel shuttle, which will take hotel guests up to five miles from the hotel to various Annapolis attractions. This shuttle is first-come first-serve; you can request it at the front desk. Annapolis does have wonderful restaurants and attractions, but you will be so busy with convention activities you will not be able to take advantage of many of them.

REGISTRATION

Registration and packet pickup for the convention will be held outside the Mainsail Ballroom on Friday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.; on Saturday from 8:00 to 8:40 a.m. and noon to 12:15 p.m.; and on Sunday from 8:30 to 8:50 a.m.



Registration fee: $20.00



Banquet: $40.00 per person



Seniors Issues Division and Parents Division Luncheons: $18.00 per person
Banquet Ticket Exchange, Saturday 1:20-2:00 p.m. outside the Mainsail Ballroom. Turn in banquet tickets to reserve seating at a specific table. Banquet Ticket Exchange is necessitated by the large number of persons attending the banquet.

All persons taking advantage of the reduced room rates offered by the Doubletree Annapolis for this convention are required to register with the convention and to pay the registration fee of $20.00.
DOOR PRIZES

Darlene Barrett is the chairman of the Door Prize Committee. Many of you have been hard at work gathering fabulous door prizes for this convention. Please turn in your door prizes to Darlene as soon as possible. You must be registered for the convention and present when your name is called in order to win a door prize. Door prizes will be awarded during the general sessions on Saturday and Sunday and during the convention banquet. 

CHILDREN’S FUN FAIR (CONVENTION CHILD CARE)
All child care (for children ages 6 weeks-10 years) will take place in the Leeward Room. Hours are Friday, 8:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (lunch not provided) and 1:30-4:30 p.m., and Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. (lunch and dinner will be provided). Parents should contact Trudy Pickrel for details. 
ROOM CHARGES

You may charge meals, phone calls, and incidentals to your room by presenting a credit card to the front desk when checking in. The hotel levies additional charges on all phone calls made from your room. These charges are your responsibility. Please take care of these charges when you check out of your room on Sunday.  
HOTEL CHECKOUT AND LUGGAGE HANDLING
On Sunday, you must check out of your room before 12:30 p.m.

If you are leaving the Doubletree by NFB of Maryland bus, please bring your luggage to the Harbour Room between 7:30 and 9:00 a.m. Sunday, where it will be tagged and held for storage until noon, when buses will be loaded. Since buses will be making more than one stop, we need your luggage early so that it can be identified for correct drop-off location. Please be sure that your luggage is clearly labeled with your name, address, and telephone number.

TRANSPORTATION

If you came to the Doubletree Annapolis on transportation provided by the NFB of Maryland, you should expect to return on the same vehicle that brought you here. However, some changes may be necessary to accommodate one-way passengers. Please pay careful attention to transportation updates made during the Sunday morning general session.

FRIDAY NIGHT HOSPITALITY AND TALENT SHOW
Join us at 8:00 p.m. in the Mainsail Main and Mainsail West ballrooms for hospitality and talent night. Sing solo or in a group, or be in the cheering section. Just leave your inhibitions at the door! Master of Ceremonies: Anil Lewis, Baltimore, Maryland. Guest Talent Show Judge: our National Representative, Ever Lee Hairston, Hollywood Hills, California. Prizes for the best acts will be awarded! Complimentary snacks provided, and cash bar available. 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF MARYLAND

FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
AGENDA
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9
8:15 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  Watch Out World Here We Come: A Seminar for Parents and Educators of Blind Children
Sponsored by the Maryland Parents of Blind Children, this seminar provides information on topics such as the new Braille Standards for students pre-K-Grade 12, tools that can be used to improve Braille instruction, the IEP and IPE processes, and hands-on technology demonstrations. Please pick up a separate seminar agenda for times and specific locations of seminar sessions.
Trudy Pickrel, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children; McHenry, Maryland
Coastal West, Main, and East Rooms

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Children’s Fun Fair (Convention Child Care)
Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator

Leeward Room

10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  NFB-NEWSLINE® Demonstration, Survey, and Contest
Find out what’s new with NFB-NEWSLINE®! It’s not just for your telephone anymore! Enroll in the drawing for $50 cash by participating in the NFB-NEWSLINE® survey. Contest ends before Saturday morning session.

Mainsail West

10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Technology Exhibits
Examine the latest and greatest in technology. Learn about resources available to the blind of Maryland. Check out equipment that can be used by the blind in order to explore the great outdoors. 
Mainsail West 

10:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  Naval Academy Walking Tour
Learn all about the historic Naval Academy by embarking on this guided walking tour. The bus to the Naval Academy will begin loading at 11:00 and will depart promptly at 11:15. Cost for the tour is $10.00, payable to Shawn Jacobson before boarding the bus. Arrive early—space is limited.
Harbour Room 
1:00-5:45 p.m.
Children’s Fun Fair (Convention Child Care)
Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator
Leeward Room

1:00-4:00 p.m.
Convention Registration and Packet Pickup
Outside Mainsail Ballrooms

1:00-3:00 p.m.
Employment Seminar
Network with other job seekers, have a professional critique your résumé, and learn tips and tricks to land a job.
Judy Rasmussen, Secretary, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Kensington, Maryland

Harbour Room

1:00-3:00 p.m.
Vanda Pharmaceutical Focus Group
This focus group will discuss sleep complaints experienced by the blind with no light perception. Preregistration for this group was necessary.

State Room

1:00-2:00 p.m.
Kickboxing and Yoga
Get revved up by learning some kickboxing moves. Then, relax and stretch with yoga. Prepare to get up and move in these two interactive thirty-minute sessions.

Mainsail East

1:00-2:00 p.m.
Accessible Tablet Showdown!
Microsoft’s Windows 8 Slates with Narrator, Google’s Jelly Bean (Android) on the Nexus 7, and the Apple iPad with VoiceOver! We are in an unprecedented era of mainstream computer companies wanting to provide access out of the box, but which actually succeed? Who has Braille support? What about ease of use? I’m tired of tapping things out on the on-screen keyboard. Can I add a real one already? How is the experience with Web browsing, mail, music, video, and books? Which devices provide a “Touching Experience,” and which should come with a “Do Not Touch” sticker? These and many other questions will be answered in this session.

Amy Mason, Access Technology Specialist, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

Mainsail Main

2:15-3:30 p.m.
So You Want to be an iPhone User?
You say that the shiny new features of the iPhone 5 have made you curious to dip your toes into the world of iOS. Or perhaps, that you love your iPhone (iPad or iPod Touch), but you really don’t know what else you can do with it. No problem! Visit this session for information on the wonderful world of Apple’s portable devices. We will cover the different varieties of iOS device, some of the basics of getting started, and for those of you who already have and love your Apple device, some discussion of ways to make it more powerful. Bluetooth Braille, keyboards, accessories, and of course, apps, will all be discussed. (Note: this will be a progressive session, with the basics discussion before we get into apps, and more advanced topics, so if you already have a good grasp on iOS, feel free to come for just the latter half of the session.)
Amy Mason, Access Technology Specialist, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland

Mainsail Main

2:15-3:15 p.m.
Kick Boxing and Yoga
Get revved up by learning some kick boxing moves. Then, relax and stretch with yoga. Prepare to get up and move in these two interactive 30 minute sessions.

Mainsail East

3:00-4:00 p.m.
DORS Focus Group
Please come and give your feedback to staff from the Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS)
Harbour Room

4:00-5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting

Everyone is encouraged to attend!
Mainsail Main

5:00-6:30 p.m.
Maryland Association of Blind Students—Business Meeting
Melissa Lomax, President

Mainsail Main
5:00-6:00 p.m.
What Are the Federation and State Convention All About?
A gathering for first-time convention attendees
Chris Danielsen, President, Greater Baltimore Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

Mainsail East
5:00-6:00 p.m.
Convention Registration and Packet Pickup
Outside Mainsail Ballrooms

5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Guide Dog Users Group
This meeting is for current guide dog users and anyone interested in guide dogs

Janice Toothman, Guide Dog Committee Chairperson; Bowie, Maryland
State Room

7:30 p.m.
National Federation of the Blind of Maryland Resolutions Committee Meeting
Jim McCarthy, Chairman 
Coastal Main

7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.  We Raise Children Too: A Gathering for Blind Parents and Child Care Givers

Network with other blind parents and share tips and tricks of the trade. Ask those burning “How do I?” questions. This gathering is for all blind parents, regardless of the ages of your children. It is also for anyone interested in parenting and/or caring for children. 
Mary Jo Hartle, Blind Parent Committee Chairperson; Baltimore, Maryland

Leeward Room

8:00 p.m.-Midnight   Hospitality and Talent Show 
Sing solo or in a group, or be in the cheering section for the talent show. Read or recite poetry or a story. Tell a story about your favorite “blindness moment.” Leave your inhibitions at the door!
Master of Ceremonies: Anil Lewis; Baltimore, Maryland
Complimentary snacks provided; cash bar available. 
Mainsail Main and Mainsail West
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10
7:30-8:30 a.m.
2012 BELL Reunion for Students and Parents

Harbour Room
8:00-8:55 a.m.
Convention Registration and Packet Pickup
Outside Mainsail Ballrooms
8:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m.  Children’s Fun Fair (Convention Child Care)

Trudy Pickrel, Coordinator 
Leeward Room
General sessions will be held in the Mainsail Ballrooms.
MORNING SESSION

9:00 a.m.

Call to Order, Invocation, and Convention Announcements
9:15 a.m.

Report from the National Office
Ever Lee Hairston, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind; Hollywood Hills, California
9:45 a.m.
Supporting the Movement as One of the PAC

Mark Riccobono, PAC Chairman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland 
9:55 a.m.
Twenty Years in the Same Location, With Many More to Come: News from the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
Wilhelmina Hargrave, Recording Studio Director and Director of Volunteer Services, Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped; Baltimore, Maryland

10:10 a.m.
Questions and Discussion
10:15 a.m.
Blind Wanderer and Bum Knees: Past Hikes and Future Opportunities

Maurice Peret, Blind Hiker; Baltimore, Maryland

Tom Johnson, President, Great Eastern Trail Association, and Recording Secretary, American Hiking Society; Front Royal, Virginia

Lou Ann Blake, Blind Hiker; Baltimore, Maryland 
10:45 a.m.
Questions and Discussion
10:50 a.m.
Dream and Imagine: Supporting Our Imagination Fund
Jason Ewell, Imagination Fund Chairperson, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

11:00 a.m.
Rehabilitation Today Means Success Tomorrow: News from the Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS)

Tandra Hunter-Payne, Assistant Director, Office of Blindness and Vision Services, Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services; Baltimore, Maryland
11:15 a.m.
Questions and Discussion

11:20 a.m.
A Longitudinal Study of State Government Home Page Accessibility in Maryland
Dr. Jonathan Lazar, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, and Department of Computer and Information Sciences, Towson University; Cambridge, Massachusetts 
11:40 a.m.
Identity, Power, and Respect: A Taste of Our Philosophy
Anil Lewis, Director of Strategic Communications, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
11:55 a.m.

Reports and Resolutions
Noon


Adjourn
Noon-12:15 p.m.
Convention Registration and Packet Pickup
Outside Mainsail Ballrooms
Noon-1:45 p.m.
Luncheon—The Education of Blind or Visually Impaired Students: For Parents, Students, and Teachers of Blind Students
Maryland Parents of Blind Children, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Trudy Pickrel, President; McHenry, Maryland 
Coastal West
Noon-1:45 p.m.
Luncheon—Reclaiming Independence after Vision Loss: For Seniors and Others Facing Vision Loss
Seniors Issues Division, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Ruth Sager, President; Pikesville, Maryland

Coastal East
1:20-2:00 p.m.
Banquet Exchange
Outside Mainsail Ballroom
AFTERNOON SESSION

2:00 p.m.

Call to Order

2:05 p.m.
When You Read You Begin With A, B, C: Our New Braille Standards
Lisa Wright, Statewide Blind/Visually Impaired and Low Incidence Disability Specialist, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, Maryland State Department of Education; Baltimore, Maryland
2:20 p.m.
Questions and Discussion
2:30 p.m.
Speaking of Standards and Education: What’s New at the Maryland School for the Blind?

Karen Frank, Assistant Principal, Maryland School for the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland 
2:45 p.m.
Questions and Discussion 

2:55 p.m.
It’s Personal: Reflections on the Maryland Affiliate

Melissa Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland 
3:20 p.m.
New Personnel and New Apartments: What Else Has the Past Year Brought to Blind Industries and Services of Maryland?
Fred Puente, President, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland; Salisbury, Maryland

3:35 p.m.

Questions and Discussion
3:40 p.m.
Truly, They Are Blind at Heart: Views from Loyal Federationists Who Just Happen to Be Sighted

The View from Iowa in the ‘70s and Beyond

Anthony Cobb; Catonsville, Maryland

From 1980s Law Firm Days to Current Diaper Changes

Mary Ellen Thompson; Baltimore, Maryland

The ‘90s Brought another Loyal Member to the Cause

Marsha Dyer; Baltimore, Maryland

A “Newer” Federationist Explains His Commitment

Ed Morman; Baltimore, Maryland

4:20 p.m.
Money Well Spent: Students Tell about the Dynamic Programs We Helped Them Attend
Brandon Pickrel, Project Innovation Participant; McHenry, Maryland

Nesma Aly, Independence 101 Participant; Rockville, Maryland

Christopher Nusbaum, STEP Participant; Taneytown, Maryland 
4:50 p.m.

Reports and Resolutions 
5:00 p.m.

Adjourn
6:00 p.m.

Reception and Cash Bar
Outside Mainsail Ballrooms
7:00 p.m.

Forty-Sixth Annual Convention Banquet

Master of Ceremonies: Mark Riccobono, Executive Director, National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute; Baltimore, Maryland 
Keynote Banquet Address: Ever Lee Hairston, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind; Hollywood Hills, California
Scholarships and Awards 

Mainsail Ballroom
After Banquet
Reception and Cash Bar

Adults—please feel free to stay in the room and socialize after the Banquet

Mainsail Ballroom

After Banquet
Student Division “Dance and Social”
Everyone is a student!

Harbour Room
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
7:30-8:30 a.m.
Board Meeting, Maryland Parents of Blind Children

Trudy Pickrel, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children; McHenry, Maryland 

Leeward Room
7:30 a.m.

Luggage Collection (for bus passengers only)

Harbour Room

8:00-8:30 a.m.
Nonsectarian Devotions
Lloyd and Judy Rasmussen, Sligo Creek Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Kensington, Maryland 

Mainsail Ballroom
8:30-8:50 a.m.
Registration
Outside Mainsail Ballrooms
MORNING SESSION

9:00 a.m.

Call to Order and Invocation
9:05 a.m.
Celebrating Our Veterans

Raymond Branch, United States Navy; Baltimore, Maryland

Rachel Grider, Masters Student, Peabody Institute; Baltimore, Maryland

9:15 a.m.
The 2012 Maryland BELL Program: It Was Bigger and Better Than Ever!

Mary Jo Hartle, 2012 Baltimore BELL Lead Instructor; Baltimore, Maryland

Jackie Otwell, 2012 Glendale BELL Lead Instructor; Finksburg, Maryland

2012 BELL Students
9:35 a.m.

Resolutions
James McCarthy, Resolutions Committee Chairman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland

10:00 a.m.

Affiliate Elections

10:20 a.m.

What Do You Do for a Living?: Federationists at Work
Carlos Mora, Medical Interpreter, Johns Hopkins Hospital; Baltimore, Maryland

Melba Taylor, Contract Manager, Freedom in Dining Facility, Fort Meade Army Base; Fort Meade, Maryland
Brian Porter, Woodshop Instructor, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland
Michael Bullis, Director, Image Center for People with Disabilities; Baltimore, Maryland

11:00 a.m.

Questions and Discussion

11:05 a.m.

Is That NFB-NEWSLINE® in Your Pocket?

Nijat Worley, Manager of Marketing and Outreach for Sponsored Technologies, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland 
11:25 a.m.

Surf’s Up!: Dude, You’re Really a Blind Surfer?
Alexander Russo, Student and Surfer; Towson, Maryland

11:40 a.m.

Business Meeting

Noon


Adjourn
Message of Thanks

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank those who made this convention such a big success. This includes those who spoke on panels and individually; worked in the child care room; helped with the sound system, convention recording, and convention streaming; planned and ran Friday seminars; helped with the new member gathering; worked with blind youth; and helped in any other ways. This convention would not have run so smoothly without all of your assistance.
Thank you to Ronza Othman for taking care of convention arrangements with the Doubletree. Thank you also to Sharon Maneki for once again providing your talents, leadership, and experience during the convention planning process. Sharon also handled convention preregistration for the affiliate. Thank you, Sharon, for all you continue to do for the movement!
Thank you to Steve Brand, Mark Riccobono, and Beth Braun for coordinating exhibitors this year. We were able to get convention sponsors, and this would not have happened without your work. 
I would very much like to thank our National Representative, Ever Lee Hairston, for providing a national perspective at this convention. Thank you for sharing your energy, fantastic stories, and wealth of experience with all of us. We appreciate your work in our Federation Family. 
In addition, I would like to thank the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland Board of Directors for all of their support, guidance, and willing help over the past year. We have accomplished much, but none of it would have been possible without our teamwork. 
I would also like to thank all of the members of the Maryland affiliate who volunteered for projects, gave input and suggestions, and helped in so many other ways, large and small, to make our affiliate strong and vibrant. 
One more special thank you must go to Mary Ellen Thompson—also known by some as “Magical Marnie.” Mary Ellen helps in so many ways—from driving, to reading, to manning booths at informational events, to changing diapers, to playing tea party and Fighter Pods. Everything Mary Ellen does is important to the affiliate, but I am especially grateful to her for the wonderful care she gives to Austin, Oriana, and Elizabeth. It is so comforting for me to know that my kids are getting the attention they need downstairs while I make phone calls, work on the computer, etc., upstairs. Thank you Mary Ellen!

Finally, the biggest thank you of all must go to my husband, Mark, and our three children, Austin, Oriana, and Elizabeth. Thank you for keeping me grounded and giving me so much to come home to when the work is done. Mark, thank you for your creative ideas, your suggestions, and being my sounding board. Austin, thank you for making me laugh, and for all of your energy and enthusiasm. Oriana, thank you for the great conversations, and for giving me someone to jump around and play with when I need a break. And, Elizabeth, thank you for giving me your laughter, and, once again reminding me why the work we do together is so important and personal. I love you all!
Melissa Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland 
