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Minnesota History Fact Sheet

Time Line
1864--The first known blind Piano Tuner in Minnesota, Mr. O Cadwell employed at W. J. Dyer & Bro. Piano 


Store in St. Paul, Located at 21-27 W 5th St. 

1866--The Minnesota State School for the Blind was opened in Faribault with 4 students.
1868--Coopering was taught as a possible trade at the School for the Blind.
1870--Total Students at the Minnesota State School for the Blind were 23.
1870--Half fare on trains offered to blind students going to and from opening and closing days of school in 


Faribault. 

1874--Separated the School for the Blind from the School for the Deaf.
1879--First blind public school teacher-Frank Finsterbach teaching music in public school in Red Wing.

1879--Industrial, broom shop was begun for the boys at the School for the Blind.
1880--Finsterbach owned newspaper and book publishing company in Red Wing.
1889--Piano Tuning was added as a course at the School for the Blind.
1889--First blind student recorded at U of M, Siver Serumguard.
1903--Raymond Dart Graduated from the School for the Blind. Superintendent Dow tried hard to get state funds 

to pay for Dart's college students tuition to no avail.  

1904--Free Franking for the Blind, allowing the school to circulate its braille books to blind in the state.

1907--First summer school for adult men in Faribault.

1911--School for the Blind joined the National Association for Blind athletes, one of 17 states.
1912--First public school program for the blind was in Minneapolis.
1913--Summer school for blind women at School for the Blind.
1913--Raymond Dart was elected Meeker County Attorney.
1914--Charles Gleason, blind piano tuner, negotiated a contract with the School for the Blind to start a piano 


tuning school in St. Paul at his piano shop.

1914--Thomas David Schall elected to Congress from Minnesota.
1914--Minneapolis Society for the Blind (MSB) founded.

1916--Legislation passed to allow blind college students going into law and music, with a cap of $300.  But no 


funds were appropriated.  

1919--First meeting of the Minnesota State Organization of the Blind.
1920--First convention of the Minnesota State Organization of the blind.  Its first legislative effort, establish an 


Industrial Center, a blind  pension, a state rehabilitation services for the  blind, agency.  

1920--3 University of MN blind college students not supported by 
the state.
1920--2 Students at McPhale receiving state assistance 2 Minnesota College of Law.
1920--Whistles for the blind traveler in St. Paul were purchased and handed out to the blind of that city.
1921--Fundraising campaign began to raise funds for Industrial Home for the Blind by the blind.
1922--9 blind college students at Carlton, receiving state assistance.


2 at the Minnesota College of Law.


4 at McPhale College.
1923--Bureau for the Blind was formed in the state due to the initiatives of blind lobbyists with only a budget of 


$25,000 appropriated.
1924--Property for Industrial Home for the Blind was purchased at Como and Eustis Street.

1924--A "Relief Bill" was passed for the blind.
1924--University of Minnesota had three blind graduates.  

1924--Thomas David Schall elected to U. S. Senate from Minnesota.
1925--Began teaching large print at the School for the Blind.
1926--Reed canes were purchased by the Minnesota State Organization of the Blind for blind men and women 


to use as a travel aid.
1929--The Home and Center for the Blind opened on Eustis St. in St. Paul.  

1933--the School for the Blind's library became a Library of Congress Library at Faribault.
1935--Talking Books came to the State Library for the Blind.
1933--Broom-making class discontinued.at the School for the Blind.
1933--First official White Cane ordinances in Minneapolis and St. Paul.
1934--Upholstery shop at the School for the Blind began.
1936--Pension Bill passed state house, but was short lived as the Social Security Administration legislation 


passed at a federal level, making the Minnesota bill null and void.
1938--First Randolph Shepherd Vending Stand at a Federal Building located in  Minneapolis, 




Louis Cornealy, was the first blind Randolph Shepherd vendor in the state.
1940--Blind men and women collected spent shotgun shells from the Minneapolis Police Department. To 


modify their canes, providing for a cane tip that provided an audible cue.   

1941 or 44--Travel as a class was first taught at the School for the Blind in Faribault. 
1941--Legislation passed for a Department for the Blind as a part of state government, with increase in budget 


to $376,000and duties to include the vending program and adult rehabilitation options.  
1941--Legislation in Aid to the Blind Law that added a right to appeal by a blind recipient.
1943--The Braille Club opened at 409 6th St. in Minneapolis.
1945--State-wide White Cane Law passed.

1947--Legislation; Reduce residency requirement from 5 years to one year for Aid to the Blind; Age reduced 


for collecting aid to the blind from 21 to 18 and a burial allowance for the blind persons on aid.

1949--The Field Hotel was opened at 510 8th St. in Minneapolis.
1949--Change in the White Cane Law to state that a White Cane by a blind person should not be required to be 


held horizontally when crossing the street.
1954--Major General Melvin J. Mass,  given award by the Minnesota Marine Air Reserve.  The only blind and 


active U. S. 4-Star General.  
1955--St. Paul Society for the Blind founded. 

1959--Blind of Minnesota Credit Union was formed by the blind. 
1965--News story how blind locksmith Don Larson, saved woman's baking bread after she locked herself out of 

the house.

1969--Radio Talking Book program began.
1969--Maynard Nordquist elected Mayor of Hoffman, Minnesota. 
1973--National Federation of the Blind (NFB) of MN hired a home teacher to work with those blind individuals 

who felt they were not receiving the services they needed through the state agency.  Offices 


located at 1725 Nicollet Ave. S.
1975--NFB of MN and MSB almost went to court over the rule that MSB 
would not allow a blind student to 


carry their white cane in their building.
1975--Fair Insurance Act passed in Minnesota to prohibit Insurance discrimination based on blindness.

1978--12 Minnesotans kicked off of a United Airline flight for not giving up their white canes.
1987--Braille Literacy Law passed in Minnesota.
1988--BLIND Inc. opened its doors for business at 100 E. 22nd St. in Minneapolis. 
1994--NFB-NEWSLINE comes to Minnesota, audible newspapers for the blind.

