Morning Has Broken Liner Notes
Morning Has Broken (3:10)

Lyrics by Eleanor Fajeon
Music Traditional Gaelic

Irish Whistle: John S. Nagy

1. Morning has broken like the first morning

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing praise for the morning 

Praise for them springing fresh from the world. 

2. Sweet the rains new fall sunlit from heaven

Like the first dew fall on the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden

Sprung in completeness where His feet pass. 

3. Mine is the sun light; mine is the morning

Borne of the one light Eden saw play.

Praise with elation; praise every morning 

God’s Re-creation of the new day. 

4. Morning has broken like the first morning

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing praise for the morning 

Praise for them springing fresh from the world. 


Morning Has Broken is usually associated with Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam) who recorded it on his 1971 album “Teaser and the Firecat”. The piano part is credited to Rick Wakeman, who later became a member of the rock band “Yes” and who claims he was never paid the $25 Stevens agreed to pay him. However, the history of this song is even more interesting.


Though many people believe that Morning Has Broken is an original Cat Stevens song, this is not so! The melody is an old Gaelic melody called "Bunessan,", honoring a small island town in Scotland and performed by wandering minstrels since the late 1600s. The melody was first published in 1888 along with Gaelic lyrics written by Mary McDonald entitled “Child in a manger; Infant of Mary”, a Christmas song which first appeared in Songs and Hymns of the Gael in 1888. In 1923, Eleanor Fajeon wrote the current lyrics. 


Though the song seems to be written in the ¾ time of a waltz, the actual time signature of the song is 9/4, meaning there are nine beats to a measure with the quarter note getting one beat. Another musical tidbit about this arrangement is that the introduction is played in the key of “D”, transitions to the Key of “C” for the first two verses, back to the key of “D” for the third verse, returning to the key of “C” for the repeat of the first verse, and ends in the key of “D”. These multiple key changes give this song its dynamic power. The Irish whistle heard on my recording is performed by Dr. John Nagy, who builds his own whistles. 

While mixing this song, I imagined the sounds of a lush garden heard in my guitar with the sun rising –first with faint lights represented by the barely audible whistle that crescendos with each verse into full, bright sounds in which you can almost hear the black bird singing “like the first bird”!
