First nabs meeting- New ’09 Board

Board Members Present-

 Arielle Silverman, Karen Anderson, Sean Whalen, Janice Jeang, Nijat Worley, Meghan Whalen, and Darien Smith
Missing members: Dominique Lawless- class, Isaiah Wilcox- Studying in Africa. 

Guests: Joe O. and Jedi M.  

†Meeting started at- 

7:05 pm. 

†Divisions of Regions:
Moving the country from nine regions, to eight regions, and then having the last board person be an overseer. 

Vote passes that the President Arielle Silverman will not have a region, but will be the accountability person to the new “eight” regional representatives. 

*The North Atlantic and New England regions were combined to make the new eastern Seaboard Region. 

These states have very few organized students, and once more students groups are chartered, they can be redefined as the regional representative and president sees fit. 

Then if there are more student divisions up and running, then we will pass them out. 

†Karen Anderson rep. for “new” eastern seaboard. 
†Sean Whalen- Great Lakes

†Meghan Whalen- Heartland

†Janice Jeang- Southeast

†Isaiah Wilcox- Southern

†Nijat Worley- Mountain

†Darien Smith- Southwest/ South Pacific

†Dominique Lawless- northwest

† Arielle Silverman- overseer
 †Will provide a new link on website for an online form for regional representatives.

The form will be a formal request for reps. 
Will include extra information such as: 

When convention, when seminar, what is the focus, etc… 

*tool to keep track of who is going where, and how many reps are going. 

† Committees: two co-chairs for each committee 
A. Website
Juan De Rosario and Meghan Whalen co chair
B. Student Slate, 
Karen Anderson and Dominique Lawless co chair
*Adendum- Sean Whalen also chairing 
C. Fund-Raising
Nijat Worley and Sean Whalen co chair

*addendum- Isaiah Wilcox co-chair

*These guys will also present the official NABS budget
D. Membership
Janice jeang and Darien Smith co chair 
E. Listserv
Jedi M. 
*suggested to do a getting to know you on the board, on list. Also board should input more list topics. 

F. Other Committees?
*Isaiah Wilcox will need to be placed on committee when he comes back.  
membership or website are his preferences.

*As president, Arielle reserves the right to revamp the committees as we go. 

†Financial Update
created a new bank account for NABS with Wells Fargo 

The name is under national association of blind students. 
In new account: Net $2,158.60

*This includes all money from Registration, thermoses, paying off the raffle and paying the winners from Monte Carlo
Approx. $3,500 in previous account
*waiting on check. 

Wells Fargo co-signers are President Arielle Silverman and Treasurer nijat Worley 

*Net sum: $5,658.60. 

*five checks for $200 donations, for each NFB funs still to be withdrawn. 
*In August meeting- the NABS budget will be proposed. And can give input on the budget. 

4. NABS
† Elections
With the concern of the members, and concern about the election process-

1. Providing the membership some way of making sure that they are held accountable for fair voting, etc… 

2.  brainstorm ideas with membership: 
What do they want? 

Ballot box, nominating committee, online forum, online conference? 

Possibility of using service called Accessible event?? 

 Accessible event.com. 
*conference call will be held to discuss the voting process, and then perhaps online forum with Constitution posted will be used for further discussion

Run by Janice J. and Jedi M. 

Arielle will send out email to say email Janice with preferred conference times.

Janice will set up conference, with Jedi as co-moderator for the conference call.   
† More accountability- Public meeting minutes
The board will have a Three day turn around time, from the time that the Secretary emails out the minutes.

The Board will reserve the right to modify the meeting minutes, before they are dispersed out to the public- to protect the contact information, i.e. privacy of specific speakers, etc… being discussed during the board meetings. 

The board meeting minutes will then be forwarded to the list, if the membership is interested.

Archive kept on the website? 

