NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF VIRGINIA

2010 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The National Federation of the Blind of Virginia (NFBV) will award up to three James F. Nelson, Jr. scholarships in the amount of $1,500 at the organization’s annual state convention to be held November 12-14, 2010 in Falls Church, Virginia. The NFBV will cover the scholarship winners’ travel, hotel, food, and convention registration costs during the convention. (Winners will be reimbursed after the convention, so please notify the committee if you do not have access to a credit card to pre-pay for some expenses—such as travel to the hotel, hotel room, and food.)
The National Federation of the Blind of Virginia is an organization dedicated to creating equality, opportunity, and security for all blind people. To that end, winners of NFBV James F. Nelson, Jr. scholarships need not be members of the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia. The Committee will consider applicants for all eligible scholarships with one application. Individuals who have applied in previous years are encouraged to apply again.

The Scholarship Committee, consisting of successful blind college graduates, will review all applications and select the scholarship recipients. The Committee will notify finalists by telephone on or before October 15, 2009.  All decisions of the Scholarship Committee are final.

To be eligible for these awards, each applicant must:

· be legally blind;

· be a resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia or be attending school in the commonwealth;

· be pursuing—or planning to pursue—a full-time, postsecondary course of study in the 2010-2011 academic year; and

· participate in the entire NFBV state convention and in all scheduled scholarship program activities to be held November 12-14, 2010 in Falls Church, Va.

Deadline: The scholarship chairman must receive all documentation on or before September 17, 2010.

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF VIRGINIA
2010 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM

To Apply:  Complete the 2010 Scholarship Application Form electronically and e-mail it to corbbo@gmail.com, then mail a print copy with all required documents (see the checklist below) to the NFBV Scholarship Committee.  (Or contact the committee chairman to receive a print copy to fill out and return by mail.)

NFBV Scholarship Committee
C/O Corbb O’Connor
1401 South Joyce Street, Apt. 1404

Arlington, VA 22202
To Contact the Scholarship Committee:

Contact Chairman Corbb O’Connor by phone at (202) 684-6130 or by e-mail at corbbo@gmail.com 

Deadline:  All documentation must be received on or before September 17, 2010.

PART A: DEMOGRAPHIC INFO. All applicants must complete this section.
Name:

Home address:

Cell phone: 

Home phone:

E-mail address:

Date of birth:

How did you hear about this scholarship program?

PART B: HIGH SCHOOL INFO. Only answer these questions if you have completed fewer than 30 credit hours of college-level education.

Name and address of high school attended:

Cumulative Grade Point Average (specify weighted/unweighted and point scale):

College Admission Test Score (specify ACT or SAT):

PART C: COLLEGE INFO. All applicants must complete this section.
Name and address of school you will attend in the upcoming academic year:

Class (e.g. freshman, sophomore, etc.):

List your major(s):

Cumulative Grade Point Average:

List all postsecondary institutions attended as well as highest class attained and cumulative GPA:

Vocational goal – Describe what you hope to do upon graduation from college:

List your organizations & clubs:

List your awards & honors:

PART D: Essay. All applicants must complete this section.

NFBV scholarships are awarded based on academic excellence, community service, and leadership potential. In preparing your responses to the following items, keep in mind that this will be your only opportunity to demonstrate your best qualities to the entire committee.  Since the scholarships are restricted to blind people, the committee will be very interested in the techniques and approaches you use to live as an independent blind person.  Please limit your responses to 250 words per question.

Describe your most notable quality.

Describe yourself as a blind person and express your attitude about blindness.

Give examples of how you have demonstrated leadership ability.

What do we most need to know about you.

What two questions do you most want to ask the scholarship committee and why.

PART E: CERTIFICATION STATEMENT.
By typing my full name and signing below, I confirm that all of the information provided above and in related attachments is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:







Date:

Don’t forget to mail the required attachments to the committee!

2009 NFBV SCHOLARSHIP SUBMISSION CHECKLIST

AND REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

Please complete the application form electronically and e-mail a copy to corbbo@gmail.com
Then, print a copy of your application, attach all required documents, and mail to:

NFBV Scholarship Committee
C/O Corbb O’Connor
1401 South Joyce Street, Apt. 1404

Arlington, VA 22202
Only complete applications will be considered.  The Scholarship Committee takes no responsibility for notifying you if required information is missing from your application. Review your application for completeness by using the following checklist.

Completed 2010 Scholarship Application Form

All of the information requested on the form is required to process your scholarship application.  Information must be submitted for each field.  Write “N/A” or “Not Applicable” for fields that do not apply to you.

Recommendation Letter from an NFBV Chapter President
Please contact your local chapter of the NFB of Virginia and request the President write a letter of recommendation on your behalf. Information on our chapters located throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia is available online at www.nfbv.org. If you need help locating or contacting the chapter closest to you, please contact Chairman Corbb O’Connor at corbbo@gmail.com or (202) 684-6130. Please plan ahead so that the President has time to interview you (usually done via phone) and write your letter.
College Transcript(s)
Attach an official copy of your transcript from the institution you are currently attending and from all other postsecondary institutions that you have attended.

High School Transcripts
If you have completed fewer than 30 credit hours of college-level education, please attach transcript(s) from all high schools you have attended.
College Entrance Examination Reports

This requirement only applies to applicants with fewer than 30 credit hours of college-level education. Attach a copy of your score reports for all standardized tests taken for college admission.  (ACT, SAT or other.) Photocopies of student score reports are acceptable.

Proof of Legal Blindness

Provide a letter from a qualified professional (optometrist, ophthalmologist, vocational rehabilitation counselor, special education professional, or disability support services office) that certifies that you meet the definition of legal blindness. Letters from opticians are not permissible.
