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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Raffle:  Tickets will be available at the registration table for a 1-night stay at the Kendall Hotel, located across from Legal Sea Foods in Kendall Square, Cambridge and a $75 gift card to Legal Sea Foods.  Tickets are $10 each.

Registration:  All registration will be held outside the Chandler/Edgewood Room. The registration fee is $20.00 per person. Prepayment of banquet tickets and registration is $45.   

Registration Times: 

Friday, March 25th, 2011, 3:00-8:00 pm

Saturday, March 26th, 2011, 8:00-8:45 am.

For those who pre-registered (either directly or through your chapter), please check in at the registration table to pick up your Convention Program and other material.

Everyone must register in order to be eligible for our convention room rates, ensure proper enrollment for your membership benefits (newsletters, etc.) and to take part in voting for affiliate elections. Also, registration will insure that your name will be in the running for our door prizes that will be given throughout the convention. You must be IN THE ROOM when your name is called to be eligible for your prize.

NFB Literature:  NFB literature will be available for your convenience. Please take whatever you need, but remember to be considerate of others. There will also be literature from a variety of other sources on the literature tables outside the Chandler/Edgewood room.

Convention Sessions: All convention sessions will be held in the Chandler/Edgewood room. The Banquet will also be held in the Chandler/Edgewood room.

Religious Services: There will be no religious services 

Sunday morning, March 27. If interested, services are held within the local community. Please check with the hotel for more information.       
Guide Dog Users: If information on "parking areas" for Guide Dogs is needed, inquire at the registration table.

Banquet Tickets: Banquet tickets will be collected at the table, so please have them handy!

Miscellaneous information:

· The Regatta restaurant is open Sunday thru Saturday from 6:00 am-11:00 pm.

· The Regatta lounge is open Friday & Saturday 
· from 12:00 pm-12:00 am.

· Room service is available Sunday thru Saturday

· from 6:00 am-11:00 pm.

· The hotel gift shop is open 24 hours a day for your convenience

· Free internet is available to all NFB convention attendees.

· The hotel offers a free shuttle to sites with in 5 miles of the hotel, including: The Natick Mall, The Marlboro Soloman Pond Mall, the West Borough commuter rail station and area restaurants.

· The Doubletree Hotel has an accessible ATM for your convenience.
· We will update http://twitter.com/nfbma throughout the weekend with announcements and logistical details.
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, March 25th, 2011

3:00-8:00 pm: Convention Registration outside the Chandler/Edgewood room.

3:00 pm: Workshop, the new digital Talking Book player and advanced player. Nugget/ Wellington room.

7:00 pm: Students Division meeting. Room to be announced, Kyle Shachmut, President Student Division.

7:00 pm: Nomination Committee Meeting, Room to be announced, Chairperson, Dr. David Ticchi. 

This is the only closed meeting we conduct. Only delegates will be asked to attend.  

9:00-11:00 pm: Hospitality Suite 412. Please stop by to meet old friends and make new ones.

SATURDAY, March 26th, 2011    

 ** Talking Information Center (TIC) will be broadcasting our convention sessions throughout the entire day.**         

MORNING SESSION:

8:00-8:45 am: Registration, hallway outside Chandler/Edgewood Room.

9:00 am: Opening Ceremonies- Invocation, Kobena Bonney, Cambridge Chapter.

In Memoriam, Honoring our deceased members. 

Announcements.

9:15 am: Remarks from Talking Information Center. Ron Bersani, Executive Director, TIC.

9:25 am: Questions and Discussion.

9:35 am: National Report: Pam Allen, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind.

10:05 am: Questions and Discussion.

10:20 am: Washington Seminar Report: 

Kyle Shachmut, NFBM.

10:30 am: Questions and discussion.

10:40 am: NFBM Presidential Report, 

Mika Pyyhkala, President.

11:05 am: Questions and Discussion.

11:20 am: National Braille Press, Brian MacDonald, President.

11:40 am: Questions and Discussion.

12:00 pm: Special Announcements; Recess.

12:15 pm: Students Luncheon. Room 412.

AFTERNOON SESSION:

2:00 pm: Announcements.

2:05 pm: Louisiana Center for the Blind: Pam Allen. 

2:30 pm: Questions and Discussion.

2:50 pm: talking book library: Kim Charlson, Director, Perkins Braille &Talking Book library. 

3:15 pm: Questions and discussion.

3:30 pm: MCB News. Janet LaBreck, Commissioner, Massachusetts Commission for the Blind.

3:50 pm: Questions and discussion.

4:05 pm: Amy Ruell, President, Visually Impaired & Blind User Group VIBUG, Boston, MA.

4:15 pm: Questions and discussion.

4:25 pm: ”Supporting our Imagination Fund”,

Sengil Inkiala, State Imagination Fund Coordinator.

4:35 pm: Questions and discussion.

4:40 pm:  Mass. MATCH News, Kobena Bonney, Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.

4:50 pm: Questions and discussion.

5:00 pm: Announcements and Adjournment.

EVENING SESSION:

7:00 pm: FIFTY-EIGHTH Annual Banquet of the 

NFB of Massachusetts.  

Invocation, Kobena Bonney.

Master of Ceremonies, William Cuttle. 

Banquet Address, Pam Allen, 

Board Member, National Federation of the Blind.

SUNDAY, March 27th, 2011    

Please check with hotel Front Desk for local religious services.

10:00 am: Opening Session.  Invocation, Kobena Bonney.

10:15 am: State Board of Directors meeting.

All Board Members are asked to be prompt.

10:25 am: Election of 5 constitutional officers and three at-large board positions. 

You must be present to run for any position. You must also be a member in good standing to run or vote. No proxy voting allowed.

11:00 am: Annual Business meeting, State Treasurer's Report, Committee reports, etc. 

Any old or new business to follow.

12:30 pm: Adjournment.

OUR THANKS

Thanks to all who appeared on the agenda, who served on committees and worked in registration. Thanks to Linda and Kevin Brown for their great job with the door prizes and thanks to all who contributed door prizes - you helped make this convention a success. A very special thank you to Frank Pasquarello and Jason Fopiano, whose help this weekend has been invaluable. 

I wish to thank our national representative Pam Allen for her contributions as National Representative. The national prospective you brought to us is so important to our achievement of equality, security, and opportunity. Thanks to the management and staff of the hotel especially Karen MacDonald and Trica Grieve for all the help and assistance in planning this weekend and making our stay enjoyable. Last, but certainly not least, I wish to thank all of the individuals who have contributed to our convention program. It is vitally important that we continue to receive your support. Your interest helps us to progress and achieve first class citizenship for all blind people. This is our goal as members of the largest organized blind movement, The National Federation 

of the Blind.       

Mika Pyyhkala, President of NFBM

PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind, to achieve Equality, Opportunity and Security for the blind, to support the policies and programs of the Federation and to abide by its constitution. 
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