1. Which school closure would minimize the impact on services to deaf and blind students currently served by the residential schools?   
Answer:  If you leave the school for the blind open and one school for the deaf, each group of students would have the chance to receive adequate services in their area of need such as Braille instruction and instruction in sign language.   If we had one campus in Raleigh that housed both deaf and blind students, then you could have one school in the west to serve deaf children.

Also housed in Raleigh is the Division of Services for the Blind and the NC Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing which also serve the deaf blind population, and having these two agencies located near each other could only improve services for deaf children.

2. What two remaining residential schools would cost the least to modify to take n students from the closed school? Why?   
Answer:  The Morganton campus has recently had some renovation and could probably house both elementary and high school age deaf children.  Raleigh would have to do some expansion of their current dorm space but it is believed that the cost would be minimal.  

3. Which school closure would create the most funds generated or saved due to avoiding costs and the sale or transfer of a school campus and other physical

assets?   

Answer:  There are other state agencies that would be affected if the Governor Morehead School were sold.  The cost of relocating all these state offices and divisions would be too great to overcome in these tough economic times.  

4. Which school closure would minimize required travel for students of the school that is closed?
Answer: If you close the Wilson school, then travel would be less impacted because the students in the west could be served by Morganton and the eastern students could travel to Raleigh which would seem closer for most students.
5. What are your views on the historical and cultural significance of one or more of the residential schools?Answer:  Historically the Governor Morehead School for the blind is the oldest and most established school.  In the past, that school on its campus at Garner road successfully served both deaf and blind children.  So culturally that school is accustomed to serving not only blind students but students with other handicaps as well.  It would be a terrible loss to see the school for blind students in our state closed down just because of a dropped enrolment.  In Raleigh, there are many cultural arts opportunities such as the Museum of Natural History, Science Museum, Art Museum, and many parks and areas for students to explore the natural world around them.  There are also many opportunities for musical art in the Raleigh area.
6. Other comments:    
We must remember that all of these students still deserve their free, appropriate education.  Travel may be difficult, but we must preserve adequate services for these students.  Blind children need to remain in the school that has historically provided stability and that has expanded areas where they can learn orientation and mobility skills, how to travel independently on a city bus, how to go to stores and learn to be independent, and where we have staff that can teach these children Braille, technology, and many other skills that will enable them to live successful lives.  Deaf children also need experienced staff, and if the Wilson school were preserved and combined with Raleigh, this geographical area would be covered because it would be feasible to retain those staff who are currently teaching the deaf children while also preserving the Morganton school and the western population.  

